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A new Arquaintence 


M R. Wellers brodght Mr. Bently home 
to dinner with him.—When he laid aſide 


Bis religious fits (and that was as often as 
he had cheerful company) he was a good- 


hearted old man, and too much wrapped 
up in his wife not to reſpect her gueſt: 


Bently, Anna had never ſeen, though both 
gentlemen had heard ſufficiently that ſo 


bad a woman had been at Layton, The 
cheerful meal paſſed with that mutual ſatiſ- 
faction, which peace in the breaſt, .and 


plenty on the board, may be ſuppoſed to 
znſpire, 


1 As 


—— m ²˙¹¹2à “ ¼ũ CUE an 


F 

As ſoon as dinner was over, Anna roſe 
to be gone; when Mr. Bently, taking 
hold of her ſtruggling hand, adviſed her not 
to attempt walking by herſelf. Alarmed, 
ſhe begged to know what ſhe had to fear? 
cc Fear, ſweet maid! ” anſwered he; © why, 
© your dangers are ſo manifold, I can hardly 


9 repeat them all: in the firſt place, here 
« is dd Roger Bently, a hale widower 
te of ſeventy-three, finds himſelf ſtrangely 
ce tempted to run away with you; then 


you are convicted, on the evidence of the 
c enyy of the women, and the admiration 
s of the men, of the high crime of beauty, 


and the monſtrous phenomena of humi- 
ce lity and modeſty: the firſt they cannot 


* take from you; but the two laſt they 


« will contrive ſo to disfigure, you will 
* not yourſelf, know them to be your own : 


-* and laſtly,” continued he, lowering his 


voice, © there is a certain handſome liber- 
« tine, of horſe-whipping memory, whoſe 
2 de more p:eafing, 1s Sc 

© more dangerous than all.” _ 


"Aus had no idea this as the perſon on 
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whom Edwin had n his diſappoint- 
: ment. and ill humour: her ſurpriſe at his 
add accoſtment was not ſo great as at that 
diſcovery. Mrs. Wellers, laughing, ſaid, 
Then, if the fair damſel were in ſuch danger, 
it would be quite in his way to ſtand forth 
the champion of innocence. - Is ſhe really 
innocent?“ demanded Bently, with a fig 
= nificant earneſtneſs. 
* -— © You ſee the SONS ſhe is in,” "0 
| Mrs. Wellers. _ | 
. Bently felt the reproof, 1 getting up, - 
ſtriking his oaken towel (without which. 
he never now ventured out) hard on the 
ground, told her he would be her cham- 
pion and her friend, as long, and no longer 
than ſhe deſerved it. This rough kindneſs 
alarmed Anna ſo much, that ſhe was not: 
capable of making him any anſwer; nor 
did ſhe find herſelf much eaſier by his reſo- 
| lution of walking home with her. Mrs. 
Wellers, who knew the goodneſs of Mr. 
Bently's heart (which, under the appear- 
ance of miſanthropy and obſtinate poſi- 
tiveneſs, veiled a ſenſibility which was often 
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knowledgements) was 'rejoiced at the fa- 


of our heroine; and, willing to increaſe a 


ſaid ſhe, © you ſhall give Mr. Bently a 
„ ſong.” Our hetoine was too ſenfible of 
her friend's kind intentions towards her, 


to heſitate at complying with her requeſt ; 


« take notice, Madam Welters,” ſaid he, 


nents os og rf" 74 . 


* 


„ ſoak of Wyfelf: böte T fuppoſs you un- 
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was felt by every individual he could aſſiſt, 
without being hurt by their grateful ac- 


vourable impreſſion ſhe ſaw he had received 


Fan ſo viſible, faid they could all walk 
home with her. « But eome, Mifs Manfel, 


though very much againſt her inclinations, 
in the Rn inſtance:. Les fung, apr oe, 
Ne 8 


Ca Ales! ! from the or my poor heart,” 


Honey eyes bore witneſs to the pathos of ; F 
the words; and the melody of the voice 
ttanſported him out of himſelf. ——< Do 


half ſobbing, © I will have no more of this 
ce girl's ſongs; I did not promiſe to make 


60 derſtand muſic; do 425 play, Mis? — ⁵ 
— 5 - 8 « When 1 
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4 When ſhe can get an ioflrumeat,” ſaid 
Mrs. Wellers.— A. nod from Bently was. all 
his anſwer... 

They 5 out forthe . in high good- | 
humour, (Bently inſiſting on Anna's leaning 
on his ann) and were as cordially reeeived 
by Dalton and his family, whoſe aſſiduities 
and reſpect to our heroine were equally neu 
and unaccountable. Mrs. Dalton blamed 

her for walking in the heat, and for alarm- 
ing them by her long abſence—She was. 
Peggy's dear Miſs Manſel ;. and their obli- 
gations to Mrs. Wellers, for her kindneſs,, 
were endleſs. 

Bently, whoſe religion conſiſted: in: the 
mere private practice of a particular kind 
of love to his fellow-creatures,..without ever 
eentering the door of a church or meeting, 
4 except Eaſter, Whitſun, and Chriſtmas, 
daays, held Dalton and all his ſect (his 
fttiend Wellers only excepted) in contempt 
and diflike; while that good man looked 
on Bently with abhorrence, as a reviler of 
religion, a prophaner of the ſabbath (as he 
ns more than once had ſuffered ſome. 

. 4 young 
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young people he had invited to his houſe 
to ſtrike up a dance in his hall after tea, on a 
Sunday evening) and an outcaſt of heaven. 
Few civilities were likely to take place 
between two people ſo oppoſite in their in- 
clinations to each other: Mr. Bently hardly 
fat down; he ſtaid only to bid Anna be 
ſure to ſeek a friend at the Abbey Mrs. 
Wellers was as little diſpoſed to prolong her 
14 Nay; they were therefore ſoon at liberty to 
f ö open to their ward the ſplendid fortune ay N 
1 awaited her br el + — 
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*. 8 1 knew BEET OY of the friendly 
alliance entered into, between the right ho- 
i 


nourable Lord Patrick Sutton, and the re- 
[! verend John Dalton, her ſurpriſe was not. 
| 5 more excited by the matter, which gave 1 
them F 
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them ſuch evident pleaſure, than at the 


manner of ſuch a propofal's being made; 
but while her whole heart rejected, with an- 


tipathy and contempt, the moſt diſtant 


idea of ſuch an union, ſhe had her doubts 
of its being ſeriouſly. intended by Lord 


Sutton. Perfect maſter of difimulation | 


| the knew him to be: once her bitter enemy, 


and ever the object of her diſlike, which 
ſne was at no pains to conceal, was it 


| likely he could mean to unite himſelf to 
her? — Some myſtery, ſhe: could not help 


thinking, lay under this aſtoniſhing appear- 
ance, and, as. coming from am could mean 


her no good. 


Mrs. Dalton was amazed fuch great for- 


tune had not the power of tranſporting her: 


ſhe aſſured her over and over it was true, 
that ſhe would certainly be a great lady ; 


| hoped ſhe would get Mr. Dalton. a living, 


take Peggy to wait on her, and get Billy a 
place, Jacky into the exciſe, and Polly, 
Sally, and Jenny, into ſomething or other, 
Thoſe aſſurances, and thoſe expectations, 
were echoed by all preſent, She 1nter- 

B 5 .-.-- ropted 


V 


bete get che volubility that appeared to 
have taken poſſeſſion of the family; but re- 
ferved her ſentiments for the event, as ſhe 
was bid to expect the avowal of that great 
and good man's affection the next day: a 
the evening paſſed in the utmoſt harmony; 
4 bottle of Mrs. Dalton's beſt currant wine 
added to their hilarity, and they retired to 
dream of livings and fat capons. 

Before the family were aſſembled to 
breakfaſt next morning, a ſervant arrived: 
with the Laing Har cook L | 
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ce Were not thoſe nn of tender - 
neſs J feel for you founded on an unſur- 
mountable regard and long- cheriſned at- 
tachment, more ceremony might be re- 
quiſite on their avowal. I have told Mr. 
Dalton my intentions of ſettling on you 
d handſome allowance, and making you 
Lady Sutton. You are too prudent not to 
be ſenſible I muſt forego many advantages 

5 Ain 


= * 
＋ 2 - __ 
. _— . 2 F A PESTS: Ao 1 — * D 2 * A ** „ 4 . wet * 9 - 2 
reren rern . 7 . n 2 2 * VC - — 2 * * « * 
* a n nt 1 R — — Ys be IR Q P 2 {As A 
DCs? on FER 8 * I ES 4 . IP, HORSE of 2 Nn — ” — be ee 
I” N — 13 - 


26. 22637 


: r 
—— = $5261 
ol Dro * * ww + EE; 2 » 


6 —— — — U 7 ae 65 ACA RAGE? DRE II 
2 0 F - r 


— 


0 
\ 


in this diſpoſal of my name and fortune; 
but my reliance is on that, and the grati- : 
tude for your diſpoſition, which, together 
with my great love for your perſon,” out- 
balances every e np of intereſt and 
ambition. 

J wich the matter concku2” im- 
mediately; ; Mr. Dalton may inſpect the 
writing, and 1 will follow this note, if 
(which 1. think. cannot be doubted) your 
anſwer be propitious ; 3 till when, 

— am, m lovely girl, 
Tour devoted 
Surrox.“ 


While Anna was peruſing this proud offer, 
the Paltons were impatient to ſee, to con- 
gratulate her and themſelves, to ſpeak con- 
firmation of their own hopes, and to aſſiſt 
in raiſing chers. They were ſeized with 
wonder at her ſtay above ſtairs; the ſervant 
was very courteouſly deſired to walk in and 
fit down, and divers queſtions aſked about 
His good Lord. At length Mrs. Dalton's 
impatience carried her up ſtairs: ſne found 
3 6 our 
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our heroine, in the act of ſealing a letter, 
which, with great compoſure, ſhe directed 
to Lord Sutton, and then accompanied her 
down. The perſon who brought the letter 
was the great man's great man, viz. his ſer- 
i vant out of livery, and the ſame on whoſe F 
| ſagacity his Lordſhip depended. ſo much, at 
#1 the time he was ſo good as to ſend our © 
poung heroine into the world for expe- 
1 rience. He was vaunting his own import- 
9 ance to the gaping Dalton and his ſim- 
1 pering daughter, when Mrs. Dalton en- 
"| tered, followed by Anna; the good crea- 
| ture not forming an idea a Lord could be 
rejected, ſtill running on in her caſtle-build- 

ing proviſion for her family, blefling the 
accident that threw the VE ma in 

their way: — 

The ſervant, who had not hs leaſt re- 

collection of her perſon, ſtood up, at their 
entrance, with the utmoſt reſpect, and re- 

ceived her letter for his. maſter, with a ſer- 
vility in his manner that ſhewed his pene- 

tration. A treaty with ſo beautiful a crea- 

ture, bore omens of the good fortune of the 

: nego - 
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negociation which this truſty domeſtic knew 
how to make uſe of. As ſoon as he was 
gone from the door, every mouth was open 
with inquiries of the contents of the letter, 
and her anſwer, which laſt Mr. Dalton 
hinted he might have been conſulted on. 
She produced the letter: he read it twice 
over, making remarks as he went on, ex: 
patiating on the generoſity, the goodneſs of 
heart, the frankneſs of diſpoſition, and 
above all, the humility of the writer, whoſe 
praiſes were echoed by his wife and daugh- 
ter. Well, my dear girl,“ ſaid Mrs. 
Dalton, now your anſwer; I long to ſee 
« that: I am fureit is clover, you have 
« ſuch a knack at your pen.” She pre- 
ſented a paper with the rough copy; but it 
is not in the power of pen to paint the in- 
ſtant change of countenance, the ſurpriſe 
and dejection of one part, the rage and 
malice of the other, when Dalton read the 
following? 


e My Lonkp, 


« Tam equally ignorant of the ſentiments 
: of 
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of tenderneſs, or the regard on which they 
are founded, that gives your Lordſhipa right 
to wave any oeremony conſiſtent with your 


dignity, or due to me. The contents of 
your letter, my Lord, whether ſerious or 


ironical, it is not in my power to deter- 


mine; but I frankly own; nothing coming 


from a man who, unprovokedly, could fo, 


eſſentially injure an innocent orphan, | can 
be either agreeable or eligible, in the com- 


mon occurrences of life, much leſs when 
the ſacred union of marriage is propoſed. 

„ My Lord, I really have the prudence 
to ſet too great a value on my own peace 


and happineſs, to ſacrifice either to your 


imaginary generoſity; nor will (J truſt) 


the gratitude of my difpoſition be called for 


in the acknowledgement of any farther fa- - 


vour conferred by your Lordſhip on, 


My Lord, &c. &c. 
A MAI 


The paper fell from his hand as he con- 
cluded it, and his wife's face exhibited a 


| yariety of colours ſpite and fury darted 


their 
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their rays from the eyes. of Peggy; but 

1 was denied to them all. 
Anna naturally concluded, their own 
views might lead them to wiſh to fee 4 
perſon on whom, ſhe confeſſed, they had 
many claims, in a ſituation to repay them 
every obligation; but ſhe had no ſuſpicion 
they would look on her as a paſſive ma- 
chine, to work their own advantage with; 
little leſs could ſhe expect the ſcene that 
followed: „ Wretch!” cried Dalton, at 
laſt, © and have you, then, dared to ſend: 
this ſcrawl to that worthy nobleman ? Who, 
« ungrateful fool! doſt thou think, is bound 
ce to ſupport thy upſtart pride; or how wilt 
« thou pay what the law will enforce for 
ce thy maintenance and bringing up, which 
© now demand, and will inſtantly employ 
an officer to arreſt thee for? You ſhall go, 
Madam, to jail, and fee if there, in want 
ce of food, raiment, and every neceſſary 
te of life, you will find another Dalton!“ 
With theſe words he went haſtily out of the 
room, leaving Anna a ftatue of ſurpriſe 
and terror, It was now her turn to be 
dumb, 
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priſon ſhe was threatened with. Mrs. Dal- 
ton, though ſhe had no idea her huſband 
could really intend a meaſure her conſci- 


forſook the cauſe of her youth and ſex, to 


ungrateful return to her father's charity, 


dumb; tears were likewiſe denied her : ſhe 
already ſaw herſelf in the rude hands of 
bailiffs, and anticipated the terror of the 


ence told her was at once barbarous and un- 
juſt, was, in reality, ſo much diſpleaſed and 
hurt herſelf, that ſhe the readier adopted the 
conduct he had aſſumed, though, at the ſame 
time, ſhe was ſure it was merely meant to in- 
timidate her. Peggy, the unfeeling Peggy, 


vent the moſt cruel reproaches for Anna's 


and reviled her, in the bittereſt terms, for 
her pride and poverty; adding every inſult 
envy and ill- nature could invent to her in- 
vectives. It is not probable an early pe- 
riod would have been put to her eloquence, 
had it not been interrupted by the ſudden 
fall off the chair, where ſhe ſat, of the un: 
Happy object to whom it was addreſſed. 
Pale and motionleſs, when they beheld 
her at their feet, fright and terror took the 
mY Place 
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place of anger; and dear ſelf being ſtill the 
object in view, operated now as ſtrongly in 
their. endeayours to recover, as it had be- 
fore done in reducing her to the ſituation 
ſhe was then in: they got her laid on a bed, 
unlaced, and almoſt waſhed her with hartſ- 
horn in vain. From the inſtant Dalton 
left the room, her ſenſes forſook her; nor 
had ſhe been ſenſible of a ſingle reproach 
from either mother or daughter. To their 
mutual conſternation and- diſmay, - they 
found every effort to reſtore her to life in- 
effectual: they ſent to every probable place 
after Dalton; he was not to be found. 
They then began to have the moſt alarm- 
ing fears for her life, and at length ſent for 
Dr. Collet: : his {kill and attention, in half | 
an hour, brought her to the appearance of 
ſenſe ; but her perfect recovery was pre- 
ceded by a violent burſt of hyſterics. Collet 
found himſelf exceedingly intereſted for his 
patient: ſo lovely a woman he had never 
before ſeen; and the ſituation in which he 
found her left not a doubt with him but the 
diſorder was on her mind; and notwith- 
1 ſtanding 


ſtanding all he had Heard concerning her,, 
the had fo much the peculiar happineſs of 
bearing in her open countenance the traits. 
of innocence and ingenuity, that Collet 
became an inſtant convert to her looks: 
he aſked, with the voice of kindneſs, how 
ſhe found herfelf, and whether there were 
any thing in his power, as doctor, or 
friend, that would ſoothe or relieve the 
evident diſtteſs of her mind. She thanked: | 
him fervently for the humane offer, but 
faid, at prefent, fhe had' not fufficiently.- 'Y 
; the power of reoollection to avail herſelf of 
nas friendſhip, nor did ſhe chooſe wholly ro 
| _ dectine it: ſheearneftly begged, then, to be 
lelt to herſelf; which was complied with, en 
che part of Mrs, Dalton, with Narr diff 27 
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T be rien 


1 was by tis time- care 0 clock, and 
no Dalton returned; her dread of his re- 
appearance was unſpeakable: : at firſt it 
oceurred to her ſhe might go to Mrs. 
Wellers'; but, as that ſtep could not fail to 
enrage Dalton, what could ſhe hope from 
it, but to be torn from her protection, or 
to be a tax on the generoſity of people 
who were little more than ſtrangers to her, 
to pay his demand ? If the idea of Mr. 
Bently's particular charge preſented itſelf, 
it was accompanied by the ſame conclu- 
Z fon; and her return to Mr. Manſel was, 
for that reaſon, rendered impracticable; 
but to continue under the roof of a man 
who could ſuffer ſuch a thought to enter 
bis heart againſt her, was to put herſelf 
& | entirely in his power. As to Lord Sutton, 
itt was unfortunate for that paſſionate lover, 
Fu. | that. 


2O. . 


chat he never obtruded on the than ghts. 
of his fair miſtreſs, unattended by ſome 
very untoward circumſtance by way of 

concomitant to the antipathy ſhe felt for 


him. h * S.. 


When, little more than an infant, ſhe 


was. diſcarded by Mrs. Melmoth, he was. 


the perſon to whoſe baneful influence ſhe 


attributed that musfortune ; when ſhe loſt 


the favour of Lady Edwin, be was the. 


ſuſpected, though ſecret enemy; and now, 


when her heart was breaking with grief 
and apprehenſion, her miſery originated 
with him: and could any cixcumſtance on 
earth induce her to heſitate one moment, 
whether to reject, at all riſks, - or unite 


| herſelf, for life, to a being ſhe held with 
ſo much reafon in abhorrence? His ſhe 
determined never to be; and no way 


offering to her imagination to avoid him 


but flight, it no ſooner ſtruck her as her 
only reſource, than ſhe inſtantly reſolved. 


to put it into execution: but here again 
a thouſand difficulties occurred; ſhe. was 


n without acquaintance, deſtitute of 
friends, 


r 
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XZ friends, and had very little money: not 


a creature in the created ſpace of nature 
could ſhe apply to for protection or aſſiſt· 
ance; nevertheleſs, the alternative was too 
horrible to ſuffer her to deliberate ; ; ner. 
part was to reſolye. 

The ſtage, he recollected, paſſed to- 


Wards London at five o'clock ; could ſhe 


but reach it, ſhe would have hope. Mrs. 


7} Wellers was in London, on the inquiries 


after her character in Groſvenor-ſquare; to 


her ſhe might eafily write, and by that 


means put it out of the cruel Dalton's 
power to be troubleſome to her friends. 
The idea that again brought Dalton and 
his threats to her mind, was ſo terrible, 
all fear of danger, all dread of throwing 
herſelf among ſtrangers, vaniſhed : of the 
wickedneſs and villany every where to be 
met with in the metropolis ſhe had heard; 
but it muſt be bad, indeed, if in any part 
worſe men than Sutton, or more barba- 
rous than Dalton, were to be found: the 
teaſt delay might put it out of her power 


to eſcape; he might now be coming to put 
boy | his 
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might be ſpent in a priſon, from whence 


VI 
this threats in execution; that very night 


ſhe could not be liberated, but at the ex- 


pence of every thing dear to her: no time 


was therefore left for conſideration. 
Her bed-room luckily contained all her 


*runks, and what elſe of value ſhe could 
call her own; ſhe haſtily packed up a 5 


couple of gowns, ſome linen, and a few 
waluables, the late property of the deceaſed 
Mrs. Manſel; that done, the doctor's 


friendly offer recurred to her memory; ſne 


begged the maid to call him without diſ- 


turbing her miſtreſs, who was at dinner; 
the girl, who very much reſpected her, 
obeyed, and Collet was introduced alone 


to his fair patient. 
Her terror and agitation increaſing as 
the day advanced, her natural timidity 


gave way to the urgency of her affairs: 


ſhe therefore inſtantly aſked him if he were 
in earneſt in his offers to ſerve her? Upon 
this word he was. 

e Well, then, Sir,” ſaid the, ie it is «of 
'« the laſt importance to me to be able to 
cc quit 


N # 's 
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e quit this place directly: J have not a 
e moment to loſe, nor a friend in the 
e world; I am in debt to Mr. Dalton 
more chan is in my power to pay; but 
I leave things of value behind me: thoſe 
e trunks are all full of good clothes, 
e given me (burſting into tears) by a dear 
. friend who loved: me: I have no wiſh 
4. but to pay as far as all I have will go; 
cc will you, Sir, be ſo good as to put your 
= < ſeal on them for that purpoſe ?” © I 
c will de any thing you with me,” ſaid 
the good-natured Collet, greatly moved. 
e God reward you, Sir, anſwered ſhe: 
ry 1 ce one favour more I have to afk, which 
; 


ce js, your advice how 1 ſhall convey this 
“ bundle to the ſtage, unſeen by the fa- 

emily.“ “ I vill ſend my boy,” returned 
y 1 Collet: „ throw it out of the back win- 
: © dow; he ſnall receive and carry it round 
the corner, whither you had beſt follow 
the moment you get out.” 

Mrs. Dalton now coming up, the doc- 
tor took himſelf off, firſt giving a ſignificant 
glance at the window. When he was gone, 
Mrs. 


24 5 A N N . 
Fo Mrs: Dalton began to wonder what was 


become of her huſband, where: he could 


be gone, and on what errand; for what- 


ever he might ſay in his paſſion, ſhe was 


ſure, except very much provoked indeed, 


he would never take the ſtep he had threat- 


ened Anna with: to be ſure it was a very 
grievous thing to have a young perſon they 
had brought up as their own, and loved ſo 


well, turn out ſo obſtinate, ſelf-willed, and 


blind to her own intereſt, as well as theirs; 
and after always behaving ſo well to her, 
to have her refuſe an offer that would be 
the making of them all: but ſhe hoped, 
on ſeriouſly conſidering the importance and 


advantage of Lord Sutton's love, Anna, 


her dear Anna, would think better of it. 
The good woman, who really loved our 
heroine, blended her happineſs ſo entirely 
with the intereſt of her own family, that 
me perſuaded herſelf it was one and 
the ſame thing, and her intreaties were 
accompanied with tears. Anna had the 
gentleſt of human hearts: every inſtance 
of maternal tenderneſs now returned to her 


memory: ; 
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1 memory: ſhe recollected, with gratitude 
and affection, the expoſed ſtate of her in- 
© i fancy, and candidly owned to herſelf, the 
hopes entertained of the aggrandizement of 
| | her family through ſuch unexpected means, 
were natural; and therefore, in conſe- 
2 quence, the diſappointment bitter: ſhe was 
4 for . the laſt time perhaps, with a 
perſon who had been to her a careful good 
woman; it was yet in her power to ſatisfy 
; . her own feelings, by amply rewarding the 
care taken of her helpleſs years; or it was 
yet in her choice to abandon what had 
YN been to her a parental roof, and, by ex- 
Z poſing herſelf to a pityleſs world, encoun— 
ter evils of which ſhe had but a faint idea — 
1 her coward heart ſhrunk from the trial. 
; 3 But what was the dreadful alternative ? 
Lord Sutton, proud, deſigning and vin- 
F dictive, were it probable he would forego 
i i a ſcheme, which, by his own note, it was 
proved, had coſt him fo dear; or would 
he not rather ſeek revenge ſor the indignity 
1 offered his pride? Intereſt ſhe well knew 
7 to be the god of Dalton's idolatry : fo rich, 
Vor. III. G 10 


2 
5 
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ſo powerful a man, whoſe very name car- 
ried a taliſmanic influence with narrow 
minds, wanted not the means, and it was 
idle to think he would want inclination, . to 
prevail on him to act as he directed: the 
cruelty of his diſpoſition ſhe knew, and 
dreaded being its victim; but to marry 
him, or indeed any other man but one in 
the world, ſhe would die firſt; and again, 


the terrors ſhe before felt at the thoughts of 


Dalton's return, ſeized her, which, on her 


being forbid walking in the air, increaſed 


to ſuch a degree, it was with great diffi- 
culty ſhe was kept from fainting : ſhe then 
begged to be left to reſt, as ſhe was too 
weak, and too much exhauſted, for conver- 
ſation. Mrs. Dalton, with her natural 


good-humour, deſired her to think on what 


ſhe had ſaid, and put it in her power to 
inform Mr. Dalton, when he came home, 
of her reſolution to apologize to Lord 
Sutton for the rude and improper letter 
. ſhe ſent him. Anna's eyes filled with tears 
as Mrs. Dalton affectiontely embraced her 
at parting : again her reſolution wavered— 

- when 
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when, caſting her eye towards the window, 
"IJ ſhe ſaw Collet's lad: that inſtant, there- 
ore, was the criſis of her fate; no time 
7 muſt be loſt in deliberation; ſhe threw out 
the bundle, and recommending herſelf and 


3 1 her cauſe to the protection of heaven, ſtole 
| 9 down unperceived, through a back door, 
| 1 into a lane; from whence a foot-path 
= 1 croſſed a field, out of the ſight of the 
; Fonte and led to the high road: at the 
y tile ſhe found the lad waiting with her 
1 2 things; and in half a minute the ſtage, 
which Collet had ordered to ſtop there, 
3 drew up: fortunately it had no other paſſ- 
; 2 

2 ent ſne haſtily got into it, and drawing 
- 7 up the ſhutter, which was half wood and 


half glafs, took breath. 
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The Storm. 
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2 i the firſt hurry of Anna's ſpirits ſhe 
1 knew not whether to lament or rejoice at 
the ſucceſs of her ſcheme: her unfriended 
IF C 2 ſitua- 


ſituari ion, 5 total ignorance 0 any part 
of London, but that leaſt eligible for her 
to be ſeen in, or any one perſon to whom, 
in her preſent ſituation, ſhe could properly 
apply, fo ſhocked her imagination, that 1 
the coach no ſooner moved off than her 
. courage failed; fear and apprehenſion 1 1 
tempted. her to return. Sup poſe ſhe went 8: 
to Mrs. Wellers,. only to try whether a man 3 
who had brought her up with his own 1 
children, could really be ſo cruel, ſo in- 
human; or whether his threats were not, 
as Mrs. Dalton ſaid, the effects of paſſion, 1 
which would be forgotten when that was 
over : at worſt ſhe could but leave the Hull 
privately, if he perſiſted in his demands. 
This new plan, aided by the recoiling 
of her imagination at the dreary proſpect | 
before her, had well nigh been adopted, 
when over the top of the ſhutter, as ſhe was 
going to caſt a wiſhful look on the place 
| ſhe had left, a hackney-coach paſſed, in & | 
which ſhe plainly ſaw the hateful viſage of 
Lord Sutton in earneſt. conference with | YN 
Dalton 


I . "oY 
1 Dalton A fight ſo confirmin 2 to her worſt 
ears, turned the ſcale : ſhe threw herſelf on. 
her knees, to thank Heaven for having in- 
a ſpired her with reſolution to fly from the 
EZ fnare laid for her, and again endeavoured to 

think of ſome place, where ſhe might be, for 
4 the preſent, ſecure from the evils ſhe had 
1 | eſcaped, as well as thoſe to which ſhe might 
be ſtill liable. After turning in her mind 
| | poſible n means of n a ſafe and 
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Y chat eſſential point to chance. 

It was about half paſt fx when the ſtage 
3 got to Whitechapel : the firſt ſtand they 
4 came to, ſhe deſired the driver to call her a 
2 hackney-coach, and changed her vehicle, 
without having yet determined where to go- 
1 After being repeatedly aſked by the coach- 
1. 1 where he was to drive ? not being 
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5 ep del the man, i a find Ms 
1 * may as well order me to drive to Lon- 
„ don. What part muſt I go to? This 
| queſtion, ſimple as it was, confuſed and 
C 3 diſturbed 
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Ede 1 The Abbey.” — The man 5 
apprehenſions they ſhould ſoon reach their F 
"on conſequence to no creature living ? Even 4 
the ſhelter of a hackney- coach had a degree 5 
ſhould ſoon be deprived. Every buſy face 


were objects whoſe ſituations were, in com- 


not deſtitute of the endearing ties of blood: 
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mounted his box, and drove off. Every | 1 
ſtep they went filled her with unſpeakable 7 4 


journey's end: where upon earth C 
ſne go to then, whoſe exiſtence ſeemed |: 


of comfort attending it; yet of that ſhe 
ſhe paſſed, however mean their appearance, 


pariſon of hers, enviable. — They had a. 
home; they had connections; they were 1 


even the wretched wanderer, who knows 
not where to lay his head, could ſhare his 
miſeries with parents, children, or ſome » 
kind relatives, who would feel for, if they 0 7 
could not relieve his diſtreſs. In the midſt * 


of thoſe inſupportable reflections, it began 


to thunder and lighten; the rain poured in 1 
torrents from the heavens; and che coach- ; 4 
man, impatient himſelf to obtain ſhelter 1 

from 
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'F kin the weather, ore on at a furious 
rate Anna was naturally terrified at thund- 
der; it was a weakneſs ſhe was particularly 
le 2 ſubject to; but, at this period, the terror 
Ir 7 | of the ſtorm, loſt in the more ſhocking. 
1d ſituation of her mind, was not attended to, 
ed till, turning the corner of a narrow ſtreet, 
3 which the coachman had choſen to cut the 
ee way as ſhort as poſſible, one of the hind 
le 4 | wheels flew off, and the coach was inſtantly 
ce | 3 Þ overturned: providentially ſhe received no 
e, hurt, but what was the effect of the fright; 
| 4 00 that was much leſs than it would have 
a Veen, had ſuch an accident happened to 
re is her in leſs diſtreſſed circumſtances.— People 
1. 7 | flocked to their doors, although the ſtorm 
VS 1 4 continued ſtill too violent to ſuffer many to 
is gratify their curioſity, by crouding round 
12 1 the broken vehicle. However, a decent, 
y 5 7 elderly woman, at whoſe little ſhop-window 
ſt hung a few pair of gloves and ſtockings, 
in 7 together with ſome children's ſhoes and 
n caps, opened her glaſs door, and invited our 
\- © heroine in. She thankfully accepted her 
rcivility, and was conducted through a ſmall 
JTCCCCC000( ſhop 


ſhop into a ſmaller parlour, where ſat à 1 


young woman 1n mourning, who very good- FF ; 
naturedly offered her chair, and aſſiſted . 
the woman of the ſhop in her civilities. 
The tears of Anna, whoſe inward agitation | 
was far greater than her apparent cauſe, 
were no longer to be reſtrained; ſhe wepr nv 
_ violently, and having given that ſcaſon- 
able vent to her emotions, grew more com- 1 5 
poſed. The firſt thing that then ſtruck * 
her, was the bundle, which, in her confu- 
ſion, ſhe had forgotten to take out of the 
coach; but, entirely ignorant of the villany 2 
practiſed conſtantly in the metropolis, with- 
out feeling the leaſt alarmed, ſhe now di- 
rected her attention to the carriage. 
A mob had by this time ſurrounded it: 
the coachman had taken off the horſes, and 
was going, as he ſaid, to aſk his maſter's 
| directions about the coach, when he was 
il ſtopped to give an account of the lady's _ 
bundle: the man either had not ſeen it, or 
| pretended he had not; for he directly re- 
| turned, and ſearched every part in and about 
the coach, without ſucceſs ; it was not to 


to be found. 


_ 5 MER 
es IT per 
'# ax RY Rh 
o 
© 8 


N 

N e 
* os 2 8 8 : * 

Ne l 
= Lack 


28 5 * 
S — 
REES wo 3 Cie: 1 * > 9 SEES = I" = 4h 5 OE 
EF r . SENS, 
50 AS Es N of CEOS Ay TOES RUS, 

By ? q 1 a N r 


195155 
% "BY 
+3} 
0 ay 
"FS 
+5 63888 
7 
A366 

"ur 
3 
8 

. 


n 
nv — 


When 


EF When this unfortunate circumſtance was 


told Anna, ſhe actually gaſped for breath; 
7 nd for ſome moments her countenance, 
7 er expreſſive of the feelings of her heart, 
Ebetrayed the moſt poignant deſpair. A 
watch, two guineas, and a mourning ring, 
ere her whole poſſeſſion Without a ſingle 
change of any ſort, a friend to ſpeak to, or 
home to receive her, ſhe found herſelf very 
much indiſpoſed; had uncommon pains in 
her head and limbs; and the accumulating 
misfortunes that followed her, fo affected 
her, ſhe thought her woes were drawing to 
a period Not able to ſtand, ſhe ſunk to 
the ground, exclaiming, God be merciful 
to me! What is to come next! The wo- 
men in vain attempted to ſoothe and pacify 
her: the agitation of her mind, the adven- 
tures of the day, and the uncertainty of 
what might yet happen before the cloſe of 
it, added to an uncommon heat and drought 


7 which increaſed every moment, induced 
4 her willingly to accept of the humane offer 
made her by Mrs. Hughes (the young 
1 woman I mentioned, ) to lie down on the 


C OR bed, 
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bed, where ſhe preſently fell into fo found] q 


creature on her ſtaying out, ſuggeſted— "9 


made her friends: they were charmed with 


of her perſon Above the middling claſs 


Bibbins—A large black bonnet and cloak, 


entered the. houſe ; but when theſe were re- 
moved, ſhe appeared, as ſhe really was, a 


the conſternation of the women, to find her 


a deer. it was not N to awake her. 
no ORE concern, as the night came on, 9 
about their gueſt, than what the idea of the 4 
ſufferings of the friends of ſo amiable a 
I have ſaid, Anna's , countenance always 
her looks and manner; nor could. they re- 


frain, as ſhe lay aſleep, admiring the beauty 


fectly genteel and good : thou gh plain „it was 1 
indeed the very Circaſſian deſcribed by Miſs 7 


a morning-cap,. and hair quite undreſſed, | 
half hid the elegance of her figure, when ſhe | "M 


moſt perfect creature. 
At midnight ſhe awoke ; but what was 


totally inſenſible to every thing around her, 
and burning hot! They immediately ſent 
"7 Ws ae 


C 
| 7 or a neighbouring apothecary, who pro- 
1 nounced her in a fever of the irruptive kind. 

2 The diſtreſs of the women may be con- 
4 ceived, when in addition to the ſmall hopes he 
gave of her recovery to ſenſe, before the turn 
* 1 go her diſorder, the ſearch, which was mãde 
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— in his preſence, into her pockets, left them in 
78 4 entire ignorance of her family, friends, and 
ith 


1 G commetions.—In this dreadful ſtate, Pro- 

* 9 vidence threw our heroine on the benevo- 

3 © lence of people whoſe goodneſs of heart 

and humane diſpoſition was fuch, that 

power only was wanting to render them of 

the greateſt benefit to ſociety. : 

Mrs. Hughes was a young widow, whoſe 

concerns had brought her to London for a 

few weeks, and had accidentally taken that 

lodging: ſhe declared, ſhe would not only 

give up her bed to the poor ſtranger, but 

would defray the expence of her illneſs ; 

the woman of the houſe and her daughter 

agreed alternately to nurſe her, and the 

apothecary engaged his conſtant attend- 

ance.—In this ſtate of inſenſibility, happy 

to her, we muſt now leave our heroine, and 
return to our friends at Layton. 

C 13 CHAP. 
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CHAP. II. 


A noble Mind in Diſtreſs. 


ver: rage gave him ſtrength, and between 
walking and running, he reached the man- 
{ion of Lord Sutton within one minute after 
the man got admittance. The next thing was 
to endeavour to ſoften the harſh ungrateful 
letter his lordſhip had juſt received. —-He 
was ſhewn into the library, where he found 
that flower of nobility, trying to hide his 
mortified vanity .and anger under the ap- 


pearance of contempt. —** Very well, Mr. 


« Parſon,” ſaid he, with the open letter in 
his hand, © upon my honour, this ſame ward 
© of yours does you infinite credit.” My 
« Lord, I beg, I intreat your Lordſhip” — 


| bowing to the very ground.—< Oh, pray ſay 
“ no more, the thing is at an end; I ſhall 


« certainlyne not trouble Miſs any more: yet, 
{ſwearing 


HEN Dalton went out in the morn- 
ing, his firſt aim was to overtake the ſervant 
who carried Anna's anſwer to her noble lo- 
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wearing pretty roundly, © a man of my 1 
rank, my connections, my fortune and 
figure in the world, to be refuſed by a 
wench with not a ſixpence but it is now 
© plain ſhe was undone; that Welch fel- 
low had certainly gotten her: it was im- 


1 * hall r rot in a fail,” At this . the 

noble, munificent countenance of the peer 

brightened up: he agreed ſhe deſerved no 
4 favour, either from his good friend or him- 

ſelf, nor ſhould ſhe find any; but when he 

was acquainted with what had paſſed in the 
= morning, he blamed Dalton for his well- 
1 3 7 meant zeal, wiſely concluding, if there really 
| [| was a connection between her and Edwin, it 
7 7 was likely he would be applied to by her 
E | on ſuch an exigence. However, after many 
arguments pro and con, it was determined 
Dalton ſhould ſue out a writ againſt Anna 
> for one hundred and fifty pounds, and take 
if 4 down 


- 


. * 


. down an officer, in order, if circumſtances 
| ſhould render it neceſſary, to oblige her to " 9 * 
return with him to town; and his Lordſhip 1 
condeſcended to be of the party. But the 
Supreme Power, who counteracts the deep- 1 
eſt-laid ſchemes, rendered this ſtep the 5 7h © 
means of diſconcerting the whole matter 
it for had they not been met, as I have related, 5 4 
"11 by our heroine, her terror at the ſtep ſhe 
84 had taken would have certainly carried ner 1 5 
| back, where, in all human probability, ſhe | 2 
muſt at laſt have become the property of | 1Z 

the man ſhe moſt hated on earth. 1 
| She was not miſſed when they arrived at 
the village.—In order to avoid any alarm, 
Dalton -and his noble companion alighted 
before they got to the houſe; and the officer 
was directed to put up the coach, and wait 
at the King's Head. 3 
Mrs. Dalton and Peggy were at tea, when 
this unexpected honour dropped in on them; 
grievous was the tale they had to relate.—. 
The ſhock poor Anna had received dwelt 
too ſtrongly on Mrs. Dalton's mind, not to 
be repeated with ſincere diſtreſs ; ; and Lord 
Sutton 
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4 Sutton was warned, by a look from the huſ- 
1 a band, not to truſt her with any more of their 
intentions than could be avoided. 
| Mortified and enraged, as was that noble- 
man, he could not help betraying different 
emotions, during her account of the pitiable 
ſtituation of his lovely conquereſs, to find 
himſelf, and what was more, his fortune, 
held in contempt, at the ſame moment that 
he yet adored the implacable object, who 
chus dared reject his love, and ſcorn his 
power: to know, when they were of the moſt 
1 conſequence to his peace, all his arts, all his 
ZZ plauſible, his ſtudied manceuvres, failed in 
1 their expected effect, inflicted on him a ſen- 
ſible grief; and the idea, that ſhe who occa- 
. | ſioned it was likewiſe miſerable, gave him a 
3 1 malignant pleafure. But again, when fancy 
brought to his mental view, the lovely, 
the enchanting maid, her in whom all his 
1 'F wiſhes centered, torn with anguiſh, ſinking 
- 2 - with diſtreſs and fear; feelings of tenderneſs, 
utter ſtrangers before to his callous heart, 
ſoftened and unmanned him: equally unable 
x ta bear ſenſations ſo new, or to exiſt under 
= F- Linens the 
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the torture of ſuſpence, he deſired to ſee 1 
her, and begged Mrs. Dalton to aſſure her 
it ſhould be, if ſhe wiſhed i it, the laſt time "= 
he would trouble her. ny 4 
She went up ſtairs- but returned in a ſe- C 
/. cond, with a look of conſternation, and told LL 
5 them, Anna was not there! 5 1 
What! was ſhe ſo ſoon recovered? Was 1 
11 * ſhe out? Oh,” ſaid Dalton, © I'll rouſe 9 
« her, I'll warrant you; and, going up, 
called loudly on her name at every ſtep. In 
| thort, the apartments, the gardens, and en- 
virons, were all ſearched; no Anna was to 
be found. © Well, it was very ſly,” Peggy 
ſaid; * but ſhe was undoubtedly gone to 
4 « Mrs. Wellers'.” She was diſpatched to 
|| inquire=ſhe had not been there—that lady 
went early to town, and was not returned. 
A general council was now called, and 
inquiries made in the neighbourhood. Mr. 
Bently's parting words were over-heard by 
Peggy—ſhe would lay her life Anna was 
gone to the Abbey. Another meſſenger was 
ſent there, and returned unſucceſsful. Lord 
Sutton could not chink of going home on 
that 


at uncertainty, though his heart ſunk 
9 yithin him, and jealouſy was among the new 
Ind comfortable inmates of his boſom. 
2 Late in the evening, a meſſage was 


F he ſo ardently wiſhed to call his own. He 
ſtaid there that night, but without even ly- 
ing 1 and a7 8 the n to 


q 1 f der hh an obje& truly deplorable : he 
© deſired ſome tea, and ordered the coach to 
1 ä | convey him home. 


= | CHAPTER III. 
1 Candid Concluſi ons. 


WI H ILE the tea was getting ods, Mrs. 
Wellers, having heard ſome rumour of the 
____ elope- 
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henſions were ſecret, but diſmal ; and ſhe Þ 


ploy the whole village: ſhe could ſay 


42 . 


elopement, which was confirmed by Anna; 
not coming to her appointment, walked 


down to Dalton's. As ſhe had no know- 7} 


ledge of Lord Sutton's perſon, (and either 
that was not an emblem of his rank and dig- Þ 
nity, or ſhe was ſo ſtupid as not to obſerve 28 
it) her eyes bruſhed lightly over him to Mrs. 1 
Dalton, whoſe looks plainly ſpoke her want = 
of reſt, and diſturbed mind: ſhe aſked af. 
ter Miſs Manſel. | Cs 7 

Mrs. Dalton burſt into tears; her appre- 


dreaded every rap at the door would fatally | 
confirm the ſad preſage her mind had formed. 
Her huſband, who now ſaw the matter 
would become the talk of the place, thought 
to make the beſt of it, by ſaying they had 
had a few words, and Miſs Manſel had left 
them in a huff. Mrs. Wellers fighed, but 
made no comments on either ſide. After a } 
little inſignificant chat, ſhe took her leave 
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it was, ſo much had ſhe been influenced in 


favour of Anna, painful to her to encounter 
the ſurmiſes and hints, ſhe knew would em- 
no- 

gs 


. 


9 1 thing in vindication of her favourite, and 
5 ir was irkſome to her to hear condemned a 


% oung creature, who had made ſo great an 
intereſt in her eſteem, in ſo ſhort a time: 


he therefore took the field-way home; 


*ZZwhere, when ſhe arrived, Mr. Bently was 
-Z waiting for her. Why, Madam Wellers,” 


ſaid he eagerly, © your little friend is naught 
XZ < atlaſt; ſhe is gone off, it ſeems. Well, 
E *© well, J have been deceived by man, and 
5 © betrayed by woman; and ſince this girl, 
2 © whoſe looks carried the innocence of in- 
* = © fancy. into the maturity of beauty, has 
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| © likewiſe impoſed on my hopes by a 
| © falſe appearance, I will no more be a 
© dupe to my own wiſhes: but, Madam, 
«© can you ſay nothing for her? will your 
e candour give her up? Da ſay ſome- 
© thing—for the credit of human nature, 
do ſay this is a curſed ſcandalous place, 
* that the girl is ill uſed, and that ſhe is 
« under your protection ;—for the love of 
a, do. 

« I with, Mr. Bently,“ anſwered the 
good woman, © I could with truth ſay all 
* you wiſh in her favour.“ 


« What, 


or. Moons, 
Kc . 
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2 What, you can't tlien! ? and ſhe is not * 
0 ec gone to your ſon's? Curſed be the arts 3 5 
| 1 ee that ſeduced the faireſt work of heaven i 
8 « Butis it quite over? can nothing be done i 
e to ſave or reclaim her? Half my fortune 9 1 
1 « would I this moment give to have her 8 
1 ce now fittting at your right hand in in no- 
& cence and honour.” 1 ; 
"0 Mrs. Wellers, whoſe ſoul, fraught with 
every virtue of humanity, had all her ſex's 0 
ſoftneſs about it, and whoſe attachment to 
Anna had been as pleaſing as ſtrong, was WR" 
| affected beyond expreſſion at the earneſtneſs 
15 | of the generous Bently : ſhe dropped a tear 23g | 
6 which infected her companion. 1 
At this moment a Mrs. Wilſon was an- 
nounced. This perſon was formerly a ſervant 
in the family, married the coachman, and 
was at this period miſtreſs of the inn hereto- 3h | 
fore deſcribed : ſhe was an old maid when 
ſhe entered the holy pale; was then, and 
ſtill continued, a woman of that volubility, 
and thirſt of knowledge, few things paſſed in 
che vil age, the \ was not acquainted. with, 
either 
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either in the public or private tranſactions 
F 1 f its inhabitants; and fewer ſtill ſhe did 
9 ot repeat with her own comments and ad- 
E 5 Witions. She knew Madam Wellers was 
1 eq fond of the girl at the Methodiſt Par- 
ſon's, though ſhe had not taken half the 
notice of a niece of her's ſhe had recom- 
mended to ſucceed in her place : her natu- 
4 ral love of goſſip was therefore increaſed by 
two motives; one was, a deſire of ſhewing 
1 PIs Wellers how ill judged her partiality 
vas; the other, a bit of revenge for her 
ae to take a young perſon into 
greater favour than her aforeſaid niece. She 
tin continued to waſh her miſtreſs's laces : 
2 1 the excuſe for this morning's call, was to 
now if ſhe wanted any thing done; and 

1 before an anſwer could be given, aſked if 
; 0 ne had heard the news? 

: Mrs. Wellers gueſſed it reſpeaed Anna, 

and not being under any reſtraint-with this 
woman, anſwered in the negative, and bid 

1 her repeat what ſhe had heard. 
| Why, dear me, Ma'am, that young 
4 | cc body at ; Parſon Dalton's has ſhewn her 
cloyen 
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ce cloven foot at laſt; in good earneſt ſhe is 
gone off with the gentleman, he who uſed | ""_ 
« you ſo ill, Sir, curtſying to Bently: 1 1 
« what a pity it was you was ſo deceived # 
« in her!—every body wondered how it 1 h 
« could be,” . 
- « That ſhe is gone,” ſaid Mrs. Weller, 9 £ 
I believe, but not with any gentleman.” |: 1 
« Ah, law, ma'am, well, to be ſure, its 
« vaſtly good in you: but indeed 'tis a x 
c great pity. Dr. Parker's old groom lives 1 0 
c with him; and he told my huſband and | 1 
« 1], no longer ſince than yeſterday, what | 1 4 
« a fine beautiful lady his wife is, and 9 
hat a power of money ſhe brought him: 
« for my part, I think 'tis a ſhame ſuch 
te ſluts are ſuffered to live; I would have 
c them burnt alive. There was he, in a 7 
« horſeman's great coat, and Tom out of 7 
* his livery; I hardly knew him, I am + 
e ſure, Waiting and peeping about at our 
_ * houſe, till he got her off; but it will 
« come home to the holy: that's a Aire | 

c thing.” 
- Mrs, Wellers was aſtoniſhed—Mr. a 
25 
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ſeſs he waited, till, by the ſame channel 
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*Kucſtioned her over and over; ſhe varied 
* 1 indeed there was little room for varia- 


Fon, as it was literally true. Mr. Edwin 


2 4 laving ſent his valet to reconnoitre, and 
b 3 by him that Anna walked alone to 


he hill, watched for that opportunity of 
Pllowing and ſpeaking to her: her ſudden 
Uneſs reached Mrs. Wilſon; and ſhe, ac- 
tording to cuſtom, ſet it going. Edwin 
vas ſoon informed of an accident that ren- 
gered his journey a fruitleſs one; neverthe- 


intelligence, he heard of her recovery, 


and then returned to London. Mr. Bently 


Froaned, and beat a tatoo with his oaken 
dowel; Mrs. Wellers was loſt in thought, 


when Dr. Collet made his appearance; and 
Wilſon was ordered to wait in the kitchen. 


In the aſſiſtance given our heroine, Dr. 


* ollet had been wholly actuated by the 
. 5 ivine impulſe of humanity and compaſ- 
Fon; he had not at the time ſuffered a 
thought of the propriety, or even the lega- 
A Z lity, of the act to intervene between his 


an anthropy and his prudence ; ; he had 
ö ſolemnly 


the deſperate ſtep ſhe was taking: he had 


p rm RR — ENTRE” £ 
. 


dered in his ideas, he walked to the hill to x 


Intereſted auditors, when it was conclu- 
_ ded: «© Then,” cried Mr. Bently with tranſ- 7 
| Port, © ſhe is not at laſt gone with that 


ſolemnly engaged to put his ſeal on her . 
effects: but it had not occurred to him ii 
was proper he ſhould know her motives for 3 N 


promiſed young Herbert to ae all her I 
actions; and yet had aſſiſted her to move 
to a place which he knew nothing of: thoſe 5 
things conſidered, he was out of humour | 
with his own conduct; and muſed on the F 
part it now became him to act, till, bewil- ' 


communicate the whole tranſaction, and to I L f 
take Mrs. Wellers' advice and opinion on 
it, Mr. Bently and the lady were at firſt 
barely attentive, but the ſtory ſoon made F 


puppy; and ſhe was willing to give up 1 
«her finery to pay her debts, poor girl, * 
ce "__ given by a friend who loved her 
« too! Ah, lovely girl, thou wilt find # 
“ many, I fear, who will ſupply that los. 
<« Love! Yes, the lion loves the lamb to 
* r it: but it ſhall be thine own 3 1 
i4 tay 1 
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I b © fault, if. whether now innocent or guilty, 
: A thy r ſteps lead not to honour and 
| "= F peace,” Mrs. Wellers' firſt impreſſions, 
þ At hearing Collet's relation, were thoſe of 
"i 4 Wy ; but when ſhe laid every circumſtarice 
9 0 Cone there appeared nothing in her 
4 application to the doctor, for his aſſiſtance, 
4 > clear her from the ſuſpicion of going 
| Vic Edwin: the manner of her departure, 
the inſtant ſhe knew enquiries were 
i 4 i ng into her character, was rather a 
onfirmation of the worſt; and, indeed, 

2 4 Fas one ſtrong reaſon why he was diſſatis- 
n 1 80 at his own conduct, which appeared, 

” pn reflection, rather an act of weakneſs than 
Humanity. Not ſo, Mr. Bently; he was 
Wofinarcly bent on retaining every favoura- 
ple impreſſion of her, and fo peeviſh at the 
L Salt hint that tended to ſet any part of her 
Fonduct in a blamable light, that Mrs, 
PMoellers ſuffered him to depart without ac- 
— _Huainting him, as ſhe did the doctor, with 
Ill her reaſons for fearing the worſt, 
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French Policy. L 


W. H EN we left the'Edwin family, i tn 
was not with the moſt favourable ideas of the 
ſtability of their friendſhips, o or the conſiſt. 1 1 
ency of their conduct. | 3 4 
Frajan had ſtrong reaſons to 125 as well 8 
as to hate Anna. No ſooner" had ſhe hut, 0 
each avenue of kindneſs to her at Melmoth 1 
Lodge, than, inſatiate in avarice as revenge, 
ſhe began to conſider how, in every point 000 1 
view, the innocent girl's ruin could be turn. 1 1 
ed moſt ito her intereſt. Half the money 1 * 
Mrs. Melmoth, by deſire of the Colonel, #" 
had ordered, the put into her own purſe Wo 
void of principle, modeſty, or common ho- NY 
neſty, it was not to be expected the amiable 
governante would loſe any opportunity of L 
| blackening the character of a young crea- 
| - ture ſhe had fo deeply injured, and whoſe # 
: return to favour would diſcover her fraud 
and iniquity, One enormous act of wick- | 
edneſi 5 1 
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i } Aneſs too often is ſucceeded by another; 
1 Incouraged by the ſucceſs, or neceſſitated to 


ter the firſt plunges, becomes not only 
4 8 nk bur-"odmveaient; : Madame  Frajan 
N Fanted not theſe inducements; the money 
yas already her own. -Some point lace of 
Mrs. Melmoth's became next a temptation, 
2 2 invitingly in her way to be reſiſted: 
7 Anna was employed in looking it over, the 
1 norning of her diſmiſſion from the Lodge. 
It was very elegant and valuable; but, had 
It been ten times more ſo,” Mrs. Melmoth 
4 ould not have thought of demanding it 
4 vt our heroine before her departure. In a 
Mew days, however, the lace was inquired 
2 = ; the houſe was ſearched from top to 
Pottom; ; it was no where to be found—it 
vas certainly ſtolen. Frajan inſiſted on ha- 
king ber trunks and drawers examined, 

megk. Dien mercie, ſhe had heretofore 
OY 4 IF deen truſted with Jewels to the value of 
2 houſands, and could have her character 
3 tteſted by ſome of the firſt Engliſh la- 
1 ies; but, as it had been her misfortune 
to bi companioned in the manner ſhe 
L EC had 
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few months before, was not ſuffered ty. 1 ˖ 


any kind had not found a place, was brand. 
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tifices of Frajan : ſhe was the eaſier _ 


chat would add to the diſgrace of the por 
- orphan, and for ever bar each paſſage, hu- - 


Lodge. 


. 40; a” * J 
had been ſince her reſidenee at the Lodge 

not only her trunks, but her 1 
muſt he ſearched. In this reaſonable re. 
queſt Mrs. Melmoth begged ſhe might by 1 
all means be indulged. No lace could bt 3 | 
found; and the child, on whom the wind, i 8 


fat 
blow too roughly, in whoſe boſom vice 9 1 55 


en 
ed as a thief. Mr. Melmoth's affairs 0 e 


15 


in too much confuſion to ſuffer him to ao 


15 


tend to the chit- chat of his houſe ; and his 
wife's credulity laid her too open to the ar- 


by her, as the ſtory ſpread abroad, and wa 2 1 
implicitly believed at Aſhby Grove. co. + þ | 
lonel Gorget proteſted it was what he ex- as 
pected; that gallant veteran, though he had 3 
not a doubt about who had really got the 
lace, was pleaſed to encourage any report * 


manity and regret might elſe have opened, 


Co 
for her re- entrance to favour at Melmoth f 10 
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WT Tus, firſt among the ſervants, then in 
he village, thence into every gentleman's 
» ouſe in the vicinity, thence to the next 
| 19 harket-town, and ſo dver the county by 
i legrees, a lamentable ſtory of Mrs. Mel- 
. 9 noth's robbery, and by whom, was circu- 
3 2 . ated, and univerſally believed; with this 
zmple addition, the one ſuit of point was 
; ren into three, to which were added 
Some jewels of great value. 
T This tale at laſt coming to Mr. Melmoth's 
: [ ars, greatly accelerated the diſcharge of 
"oy 'rajan ; he turned her out of the houſe the 
'F tant he heard it, declaring he ſhould as 
2 Pon ſuſpect his on child of being diſhoneſt 
3 Bs Anna. 
z A On Frajan's return to London, ſhe found 
9 'F her friend the Colonel in deſpair of recover- 
Ing the fugitive Anna, but very civil to her, 
Jes unable to procure her admiſſion in- 
3 o any other genteel family; and Lady Wal- 
0 dron, being at that time paſt fear of any dif- 
covery in the power of her fille de chambre 
; L to make, having been unfortunately 1 inter- 
rupted, in a very intereſting tte q tete with her 
. | D 3 own 


54 W N N 4. 


own footman, by the perſon moſt concern nel, 6 
in the diſcovery, namely, her Lord, necefff 9 1 
ſity obliged the accompliſhed French wo. 
man to lower her views; and ſhe altera 
filled the ſeveral ſtations of 1 
Figure - dancer at the play-houſe, a 7 
Bar-maid at an inn, F | 
Sultana to the maſter of a trolling pop I 
pet-ſhew, - 
Teacher at a boarding- ſchool, and 
Houſekeeper to a ſingle gentleman He 
from whom ſhe had received notice to pro- 
vide herſelf, at the time her ennobled patron 
formed the deſign of giving the coup de graa'? 
to his fortune, by carrying off, in his ay 3 
ſixth year, an heireſs under twenty-one. 1 
Lord Sutton was introduced to Lady Ed. 
win and her daughter, at a faſhionable aſſem- a 
bly, where he was an invited gueſt. The 9 
riches of the Edwins were exaggerated by the 
world: the ceconomy of their well regulated 
expences enabled them to do ſo many bene- 
volent, and even magnificent things, and 
their payments of all kinds were ſo punctual, 7 
that, ample as was their ſortune, fame I 
doublci 225 
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1 Rouble it. The ancient and honourable 
4 houſe of Trevannion was likewiſe univer- 
7 4 ally known and acknowledged ; ; they were 
Fe firſt women at the aſſembly, and his 
A ride attached him to their party during the 
I Evening. The weak ſide of Lady Edwin 
f 1 as family pride; of her daughter, perſo- 
F al vanity. Lord Sutton's ſtudy was wo- 
zan's weakneſs, and his triumph their folly : 
1 e made ſo good a uſe of his penetration, 
that he received from Lady Edwin a gene- 
ral invitation to Groſvenor-ſquare. 
L There, in his frequent viſits, he ſaw his 
"7 pay to Cecilia; he artfully exhibited his 
own riches as a temptation whereby he 
7 might poſſeſs himſelf of hers. He ſoon be- 
| 4. came enamoured, he adored, he died for her; 
"8 and ſo far ſucceeded, as to obtain her per- 
le - {miſſion to apply to her parents for their con- 
£ 1 ſent to his felicity: but Welch obſtinacy 
8 40 was not to be ſubdued by Iriſh fraud; for, 
tt 3 though he had made himſelf maſter of every 
© memorable event in Lady Edwin's family, 
J trough he knew the particulars of all the 
7 battles in which her anceſtors had diſtin- 
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guiſhed themſelves; and he had the princely 'F | 
Llewellins, the heroic Tudors, and the va- 1 4 
lrant Hughs of her race, at his finger's end; | ; 4 
it would not clear, from his own genealogy, - 
the blot of Gorget. : 
The ſon of an Irifh adventurer marry into 4 
the family of Trevannion! the offer was not 
_ ſimply rejected, it was an inſult ; Lady Ed. * 
win would not hear it mentioned; ſhe ſhould l 
bluſh to look on the buſts of her progeni- 
tors after ſo ignominious an act: all ſhe could il Þ 
be prevailed on, and that with great diffi- | 3 Ir 
culty, was to conceal her indignation, and 5 3 
put a negative on Lord Sutton's propoſal, ti 
without aſſigning any particular reaſon. q 11 
Mortifying as this rejection was, he con- 3 
cealed the rancour it occaſioned; the pride 5 
of Lady Edwin ſtimulated his own ; hers 
could not be greater than his: the differ- | L 
ence was, hers was founded on a real gran- c 4 
deur of ſoul, that valued the virtues as much 4 
as the honour of her anceſtors, and ſhe | | q | 
piqued herſelf in equally ſupporting both : 
his was the poor boaſt of riches accumulated | 
with diſgrace, and wickedneſs crowned with 7 
| ſucceſs, | 1 | 


55 1 4 tience to a ſentence which robbed him, he 

I 5 wore to Miſs Edwin, of more than life. 
to Like a philoſopher, while he laid a plan to 
ot ; undermine parental authority ; like himſelf, 
d- with a guarded caution, he continued his 
Id F 5 Tocnas, in the es paying his devoirs at 


== Miſs Edwin Rey” to grow e 
e of —_— though ſhe had as little as 


1 band her viſitors ; but the dignivy of virtue, 
de 5 7 and the regular, honourable ſyſtem of con- 
8 be duct adopted by her parents, forbade the 
1— dear flirtation, the polite freedom, of ſome 
n- part of the beau monde. A married lover, 
ch for inſtance, Lady Edwin would have thud- 
he 4 'Y dered to have ſeen her daughter ſmile upon; 
h: 2 a known libertine ſhe admitted not within 
ed her doors; and all coquettry ſhe utterly de- 
m pick. 
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figure away as 1 — oy e o 9 | 
no one for her actions! As to the old Lord, 
it would be enough for him to have the ho- In 
nour of ſo fine a creature to bear his name, 
ſpend his fortune, and, at times, when no 
more agreeable engagements offered, to pre- 
| ſide at his table, without his preſuming to 
interfere in her conduct. 1 
She had nearly brought herſelf to liſten to 
his propoſals of elopement, when her jour- 
ney to Bedfordſhire ſuſpended his operations: 
but, like a wiſe general, Lord Sutton took 1 ; 
care to have a friend in the garriſon, in we | 8 
perſon of Madame Frajan, whom he pro- 
cured to wait on the young lady; and, at he | 3 
time they mound to town, all was ready | 3 
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vow; Frajan, to ated the om of liberty | 
and pleaſure—-when vengeance, in the form 7 = 
of an angel, ſtopped his career. 4 7 
Concluding, as I ſaid before, that Anna | 
was really the daughter of Mrs. Melmoth, 
and quite out of his reach, the deſpair of | if 
again meeting her had conquered the vio- 
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18 8 Flence of his appetite, without effacing from 
his heart the impreſſion of her beauty. Anna 
I Dalton was often preſent to his imagination; 
7 her opening charms recurred to his memory, 
and excited deſire when nothing elſe could. 
When, therefore, this truſty confidant 

© brought him the news of her re-appearance, 
and that, in a ſituation to warrant a renewal 
of his former hopes, the journey to Scotland, 
. the riches, nor the family of Miſs Edwin, 
; ö 1 had any longer attractions: he liberally re- 

„ warded his intelligencer, and ſent her home 
vith full inſtructions for her conduct, and 
7 a promiſe of reward for her future ſervices, 
Alter reckoning the moments till ten 
"8 o'clock, he repaired to Lady Edwin's aſ- 
ſembly, where the firſt ſight of Anna drove 
every other thought of woman out of his 
head]; his heart became a willing victim to 
9 the mature lovelineſs of the child he had 
3 followed with his unhallowed wiſhes: every: 
glance of her eye, every turn of her coun- 
4 tenance, and every geſture, gave him 
emotions, both of love and fear. He ſat, 
indeed, by Miſs Edwin; he attempted to 
Do: ©" "COM" 
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compliment her; but his looks, his admira- 


| houſe, 


honoured with her friendſhip and correſpon- 
dence, was increaſed by her obſervation of 


Anna. Pride, in this caſe, was as ſtrong an 


tion in that of Herbert; yet the rancour of 7 


Frajan.— After our heroine retired from the 
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tion, and his paſſion, were all directed to 
Anna: and his hopes now reſted, with anxi- ef 


ous eagerneſs, on the aſſiſtance of Frajan, to 


whom he ſent a billet before he left the tl 


The envy and jealouſy, which had ba- 
niſhed from Miſs Edwin's mind every kind 
thought of the young perſon ſhe had once 
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the looks directed from her noble lover to 
excitement to hatred and diſlike, as inclina- 


her diſpoſition muſt have recoiled on her 
ſelf, had not her good fortune furniſhed her 
with ſo reſpectable an aſſiſtant as Madame 


drawing-room, and the aſſembly broke up, a f 
Cecilia begged an audience of Sir William 1 
and Lady Edwin. 1 

She began, with great affected humility, 
to aſk their forgiveneſs for what had paſſed 
in — morning, alledging her natural 
5 warmth 
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17 warmth of temper, and her vexation at ſee- 
q i ing {o- very unworthy a perſon held in ſuch 
L geſteem in their family,—Lady Edwin co- 
1 loured, and riſing haſtily, was going out of 
the room, when Cecilia threw herſelf at her 
3 3 feet, and aſked only to be heard. 
2 Sir William doted on his children; and 
# 7 this ſoftneſs and humility in his daughter, 
e ſo unuſual, and ſo unexpected, might have 
s gotten from him halt his eſtate, had that 
| been the object in purſuit; he intreated 
1 7 | his 1 to hear his dear girl, and raiſing. 


Y tears completed the triumph of the artful 
daughter over her guileleſs parents. Lady 
= Edwin was re- ſeated, and Cecilia, after a 
4 decent time taken to re-compoſe her fea- 
tures, deſired her woman might be admitted, 
who could acquaint them of ſomething in 
Anna Manſel's character, which would con- 
vince them of the, little pretenſions ſhe 


could have to the uk ſhe held in their 
family. 


Sir 
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Sir William wiſhed to do without a French . 
eyidence but his daughter perſiſted, and 2 1 
Frajan was ordered in. 1 
The account given by her of Anna was, 9 
that when ſhe reſided in Mr. Melmoth's 1 
houſe, in quality of governeſs to her chil-— « 
dren, the perſon who now had the honour 
of being companion to Lady Edwin lived 
there, having been taken off the pariſh by 1 
Mrs. Melmoth; that ſhe had ungratefully . 
returned their charity, by every ſpecies of 
Fi ill behaviour, and had at laſt robbed her 
beknefactreſs; that ſhe was then ſent away #1 
il to her parochial ſettlement, ſince which ſhe 
had not heard of, or even ſeen her from that 
time (three or four years ago) till this morn- | 
10g, when ſhe was no leſs ſurpriſed to meet 
her in her preſent ſituation, than to hear her 
addreſſed by the name of Manſel, her real 
one being Dalton. 
This ſtroke, rg nager bed between her 
1 Cecilia, had its effect: ſhame and ſur- 
priſe were blended in Lady Edwin's coun- 
tenance; ſhe profeſſed ſhe wanted faith: her 
ſiſter, Mrs, Herbert, had recommended her | 
to & 
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co to them. Was ſhe certain as to ber n 

| 4 as well as facts? 

Lord Sutton, Madam, is Mrs. Mel- 
2 ce moth's near relation; he was at the Lodge 
ec when the affair happened, and will, I dare 
ſay, confirm my account.” So you ſee, 
„ Madam,” faid Miſs Edwin, © you have 
- ce not only taken a beggar, a thief, and im- 


NA A 


A 


* poſtor, into your favour and confidence; 
cc but you have actually introduced her 
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cc to your circle, and made her the compa- 
on of your children.“ | 
The ſorrow and mortification this ac- 


count of Anna gave Lady Edwin, were, at 


# thoſe teproofs, changed to anger and re- 


9 ſentment ; ſhe ſent a card to Lord Sutton, 


to aſk, if he had known Anna Dalton at 
# Melmoth Lodge? if ſhe were diſcharged 
from thence on ill behaviour? if her ho- 
neſty were doubted? and, finally, if the 
young perſon who preſided at her aſſembly, 
under the name of Manſel, were the ſame? 


Tas Answe, 


« Lord Sutton's beſt compliments to 
Lady Evin; ; aſſures her, it is with in- 
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* win as companion.“ 


« contained in her card; but hopes, as the | | M0 
« girl was very young when Lord'S. knew | 1 3 
« her, time, and the great favour ſhewn 
« her by a perſon of Lady Edwin's rank, 
bar 1 have worked a W in her diſpo- I 
« Lard Sees db know: Au Dahon 9 
« at Melmoth Lodge ſhe certainly was 
* not diſcharged for her goodneſs—her ho- 3 
t neſty was indeed much ſuſpeted—ſhe is 
< the ſame perſon that lives with Lady Ed- N 


The moment this card was delivered to 
Lady Edwin, ſhe wrote to Mrs. Herbert 
the letter which Anna was, as I have ſaid 
before, ordered to deliver, ſeverely re- 
proaching her for introducing into ſo an- 
eient and honourable a family, a perſon 
whoſe origin and actions were a diſgrace to 
any place. She then recounted her crimes, 
as they had been repreſented to her; and 
bitterly added her change of name as a 
confirmation of the whole, 


CHAP, 
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Polite W edding.. 


IVI RS. Herbert finking under domeſtic 
Aiſtreſs, which the diſſipated and unfeeling 
conduct of her huſband continually in- 
| Fcreaſed, was, though exceedingly ſhocked, 
leſs ſolicitous about the fate of Anna than 
Py Wn eaſier circumſtances ſhe would have been: 
9 ſhe examined her only on the laſt part of 
19 the charge, and finding it well founded, 
gave herſelf no farther trouble, but obeyed 
1 the mandates of her enraged ſiſter imme- 
diately, by diſcharging the fallen favourite; 
and endeavoured to make her peace with 
1 the family, by recounting all ſhe had, from 
1 the deceaſed Mrs. Manſel, known of her, 
7 3 © hich indeed amounted, as Miſs Edwin. 
7 ſaid, to nothing, as ſhe had been intro- 
. N duced at Llandore, as the near relation of 
F che parſon's wife. — This diſgraceful hiſtory 
el the early part of her life, gave that young 
qF lady. 
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lady an opportunity of entirely rooting out 
of her family, an object that mortified ber 
vanity, and obſtructed her views of con- 
queſt. {4 


Mrs. Herbert and 4 were e to A 


would not; and as s for her TENT. over- "i | 
awed by her couſin, who, from her boſom |! g 
friend, affected to treat the moſt amiab e EC 1 
and gentle creature in the world with a a 
haughty diſtance, the reverſe of what ſhe had 4 

been uſed to, ſhe wanted courage to put in 
a word for her abſent friend; though ſhe 
well knew, from the tenour of her conduct, 
as well as the principles ſne had always 
adopted, and her practice of every female 
virtue, it was impoſſible ſhe could be 
guilty of the mean vices, laid to her charge. 
T hough unable to ſpeak in Groſvenor- 5 1 
ſquare, when they returned to their lodg- 
ings, ſhe was very eloquent to her mama, 
reminding her of a thouſand inſtances of | 


goodneſs, 
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0 goodneſs, and even greatneſs of ſoul, they 
had been witneſs to in Anna. 


Mrs. Herbert, more than half convinced 
by the generous pleadings of her daughter, 
XX would have been happy to indulge her, by 
again ſerving Anna; but ſhe was not at li- 
berty to act as ſhe thought proper: Mr. 
7 2X Herbert's connections on one hand, and his 
neglect of his affairs on the other, had ſo 
involved his circumſtances, that the large 
mortgage on their eſtate had been twice on 
XX the point of being forecloſed, when Lady 
2 Edwin's generoſity and affection ſaved it. 
It was now again in the ſame predica- 
ment, without the ſame reſource. — 
3 Mr. Herbert was ſo far from wiſhing to 
*X conceal the cauſes of his ill management, 
|: | that even in this excurſion, he brought pub- 
 F lickly his woman and her family with him, 

and the ſame attendants as if ſhe had been 
his wife. 

Sir William, enraged at the perpetual 
inſults offered his ſiſter, refuſed any more 
to aſſiſt her undeſerving huſband : this re- 

fuſal 
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fuſal was avenged on the ſuffering wife, by | i Þ 
the moſſ injurious ufage. = | 
Dead to the calls of nature, and callous 'P 
to the pleadings of humanity, it was of no. 
import to him, that his amiable and pro- 1 1 
miſing ſon was obliged to his uncle for his 
preſent fupport at the Univerſity, and his 
hopes of an eſtabliſnment in fe ; that his 
lovely daughter's charms were totally over- 
looked, for want of the golden bait, which 
drew half the town after ker lefs charming 
coufin ; or that his deſerving wife owed to. 
the fraternal love of her brother, even the. 
contracted appearance ſhe now made; while 
her fortune, her rank, and accompliſh- 
ments entitled her to figure in the firft cir- 
cles: Since his miſtreſs, and her children, 
could no longer be ſupported, it was not 
neceffary for him to be farther on any terms. 
with a wife who could not ſupply his pro- 
fligate neceſſities. 
Cecilia's diſlike of Anna was very viſi- 
dle, and her intereſt over her father well 9 
known: inſulted at home, dependent abroad, 5 
it was not for them, Mrs. Herbert ſaid, 
0 


* 
3 


. 69 
to ſet out champions for the diſtreſſed; it 
n be their ruin; ſhe therefore begged 
her daughter 10 let the matter reſt, at leaſt 
3 L ww the preſent. 

370 Young: Edwin, heard this new * 
* Anna with more pleaſure than he choſe 
| 3 1 to ſhew; if ſhe had Joft her reputation, 
whether juſtly or not, ſhe would be come- 
 at-able, her pride would be Jeſs, and his 
2X conqueſt eaſier : his valet well knowing his 
attachment to Miſs Manſe], when he heard 
her clothes were ſending off, (a ſecret of that 
kind cannot remain long ſo in a gentleman's 
family) watched with ſo good ſucceſs, that 
1 he was able to inform his maſter where ſhe 
was gone to, when he dreſſed him; a piece 


5 15 * ſervice which was handſomely acknow- 
8 | Lees by Mr. Edwin. 

* A rich wife now becoming neceſſary to 
= prevail on Sir William, to give him an in- 
5 9 dependent eſtabliſhment, 1 in-life, when he 
might take to his arms the charmer for 
5 4 whom he ſighed, when uncontroled by the 
, advice of his parents, and indifferent to the 
; | 3 opinion of the world, he might keep, in the 


fir 


Nantzncou __— 


e and,” ſmiling, « 1 think I can n promiſe | 1 


. 9. 5 3 9 
firſt ſtyle, the git] he loved: the charms «| 2 
Miſs Turbville became every day more 
attracting, and the paſſion of her lover more 9 
violent; her conſent was obtained, and at T 
the importunate ſolicitations of Mr. Edwin, 3 4 
the marriage celebrated at the ſeat of the 1 * 
lady's guardian, in 1 Bedfordſhire, almoſt in- 1 


Seddon, with thi ltr urg con- i A 


trived, in a month, to furniſh their houſe | 4 
with the moſt luxuriant elegance, befo re 1 


they went out of town. Mr. Edwin, taking 5 
Miſs Herbert aſide, aſked her if ſhe did not 
long to hear from her friend? * Yes, in- 


* deed, my dear couſin, I do,” anſwered BF 


the eagerly, * Why then,” ſaid he, 7 
« write a note, and leave it in my library; M 
« you an anſwer.” 

She did, directly, as ſhe was Aruded: 
but an accident happened to the anfoeer, 4 
which drew on her the diſpleaſure of all her 4 4 
family, and more particularly that of Mr. 
Edwin. _—_ 

An 
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An heireſs, a toaſt, a coquette, was Miſs 


bre 3 I Turbville, with juſt as much underſtanding 
bre Ins was neceſſary to form ſuch a character: 
at A me married Mr. Edwin with a diſpoſition, 


9 


rhich, had it been improved by attention 
T0 End affection on his ſide, might have 
3 3 * the unamiable part of her charac- 
ter, and rendered her a valuable member of 
5 1 ociety : his perſon uncommonly handſome, 
# bis talents unqueſtionably good, and thoſe 
: fedorned with W el ranged that educa- 


1 avoid being ſatisfied and happy in n the cis 
# which her deceaſed ks ie had made for 


1e, ö her. — 1 
y; Mr. Edwin's perſon and manners, if not 
iſe enſoreed by a great eſtate, would have made 


6 an impreſſion on her heart, though, per- 
3 nps, not of that ſerious nature as to induce 
"of her to forego that advantage; ſhe there- 
+ 1 notwithſtanding her paſſion for admi- 
ration, thought, when ſhe married, but of 
Y toring and being beloved by her huſband. 

But 
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But a very few days, nay hours, had pat 'Y q 
after the wedding, before ſhe found rol 
ſtrong reaſons to ſuſpect the match, on ul bs 
ſide, had been perfectly one of convenience 5 23 
The large fortune ſhe was heirels ta, with 
an agreeable perſon, great taſte in dreſs, and 

_ infinite ſpirit and vivacity, had made her a; 
divinity. with half che fops of the age; flat. 
tered, followed, and careſſed, in every cir- 
cle in which ſhe appeared, ſhe had not ſuſ- 5 1 
bl pected any man could be poſſeſſed of ſuck 
4 charms and attractions, ſo univerſally ac- Wi 
knowledged, without being tranſported with 1 | 
„ love and gratitude; but the cold, inani- 
: mate ſetting- out of Edwin's career in his 0 \ 
married ſtate, his increaſing neglect both 
of his wife and home, afforded grounds for 
a different tale. | bf 
She was jealous of his want of dice. | 

j without any particular reaſon for ſuſpicion. | 
Cecilia Edwin, with equal pride, vanity, 
1 and taſte for pleaſure, had more art, more 3 | 
cunning, and leſs beauty, than her ſiſter- in- 9 
law, whoſe confidant ſhe was; her obſerva- 
tions of her brother had made a diſcovery | 


** — 
WI 


4 0M . 
3 
1 ö 
1 
8 4 
1 N N 
* 8 p 
: — | 


61 ; 
5 45 WM 
* of: 


| hich ſhe was anxious to improve, and ſhe 
Vas, in conſequence, under pretence of idle- 
1 neſs, often loitering in his library and apart- 
: ments: her keys, of which ſhe had a great 
number, were tried upon the lock of his 
riting-table in vain : it was a very good 
one; and curioſity was in deſpair, when 
; * ne morning Mr. Edwin, whoſe viſits at 
I Brookes's were become long and frequent, 
had returned home fatigued, and half aſleep, 
4 Gat ſeven in the morning, and his valet be- 
ing likewiſe tired, they had both quitted | 
che drefling-room without perceiving his 
eys, which were left on the table, and 
avere ſeen by Miſs Edwin, in her uſual per- 
tambulations over his apartments. 

With trembling eagerneſs ſhe flew to the 
repoſitory of her brother's ſecrets, and in- 
Iſtantly found Anna's note to Miſs Herbert, 
Which Mr. Edwin had not thought proper 
do deliver. Now,” ſaid ſhe, agitated be- 
JF | yond expreſſion, © ſhall I find out the cun- 
2 e ning of that creature; and now will I 
= © expoſe to my ſiſter the villany of her huſ- 

„ band.” | 

Vor. III. E. She 
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She was miſtaken; no villany e 1 
the note was to her coufin. Fool !” fad 
ſhe, © he is actually carrying on a corre. } 
« fpondence between his miſtreſs and helf 
« lover; this letter to Miſs Herbert | 
cc meant at Charles; however, with or with : 
© out your leave, my wiſe brother, I ſhallf 
© take the liberty of opening this corre-} 
cc ſpondence to your wife: but after peru- 
ſing it over and over again, ſhe found 1 
nothing appear that, inſtead of crimina.“ 4 

ting Anna, did not ſpeak highly to hr 1 
Praiſe. 1 
So direct a contradiction to her dal 1 
cions ſtriking her very forcibly, a tranſient 
regret aroſe in her mind for depriving 
Anna of her mother's favour : but it was} 2 
only tranſient; for Frajan urging the ini 
qury offered to Mrs. Edwin, in a cone £ 
fpondence with Mr. Edwin, for which al 
could have but one motive, and that 1 39 


1 3 


Fo 6 3 


ſhameful one, and reminding her, if ſhe hal ; 
any deſigns upon Charles Herbert, how nel 1 
ceſſary it was to perſuade his ſiſter of aaf x | 
diſlike to Edwin, the ſpirit both of rage an 

Felon Ys | 


4 J 3X A oy 
3 | an continued to influence her nt 
che unoffending Anna. 

Y The moment ſhe met Mrs. Edwin, the 
2 : 1 ſullen, diſſatisfied look of that young bride 
© kindled into reſentment, by the ſight of the 

3 incloſure to her huſband ; ſhe now found 2 

nally i T reaſon for his deſerting her bed, for his 
rel 1 1 cutting indifference, and cold neglect.— 

ru 


3 She wept, and tore her hair; hyſterics and 
unde ; 7 4 bitter reproaches accompanied this diſco- 
ina. very, as ſhe called! it, of her huſband's infi- 
delity. 
T̃he carriage was immediately ordered, 
nnd Lady Cecilia was ſurpriſed to ſee at her 
toilette both her daughters, her attendants 
being at their requeſt diſmiſſed. The let- 
ter was produced. 
Lady Edwin was not more haughty in 
2 her diſpoſition, than humane in her ſenti- 
2 ments ; the pride of high blood was accom- 
IX panied with a. generofity of ſoul, and an 
elevation of ideas, that ſhe deemed heredi- 
3 | tary virtues, and which, next to hereditary 
3 honours, was moſt valuable in her eſtima- 
2 | tion, That a girl ſhe had turned from her 
9 E 2 houſe 
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houſe and family, i in a manner ſo diſgrace- 


ful, ſhould have ſtrength of mind to write 


ſuch a note, ſo conformable to her own | 
ideas of propriety ; that a mind ſo vitiated 1 
in its own practices could fo. charmingly 1 
dictate to that of another, was a contradic- 
tion ſhe could not reconcile: and the 9 
warmth of her temper never ſuffering her "i g 
either to be a moderate friend, or placable 1 
enemy, her partiality for Anna, and in the MY N 
fame degree her anger to thoſe who had, as 
ſhe inſtantly believed, falſely accuſed her, 
returned]; but the ſituation of her daughter- 

in-law, young, fatherleſs and motherleſs, 
deſerted by her huſband at ſo early a period, "oY 
which ſhe found to be too truly the caſe, 


affected her exceedingly. 


His propenſity to gaming, which he had % 


always ſecretly indulged, was now public: 


he was married to one woman, while his 
heart preferred another; that other, the 
moſt likely, had he been united to her, to 
have drawn him from every evil habit; and, 
not obtaining her on the terms which only 
now it was in his power to offer, as likely to Bi 

make i 
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make him deſperately careleſs of the future; 
or, if he did gain her, no doubt could be 
wn | entertained of her entire power over him. 
ted 7 | I 
WT {cing the honour and virtue of her anceſtors | 
her C a moſt alarming nature; the more painful, 
ble i 
the Bi 
a 
er, ad received every conlolation maternal 
er- affection could offer; ſhe aſſured her, and 
ſc, 8 
ME weight in the mind of a ſenſible man; and, 
1ad 1 
darting an angry look at her daughter, 
nd, “ prehenſible thought is here ſeen on the 
to degree of blame ſhe can incur in the 


Thus, then, Lady Cecilia found the bright 
proſpects her imagination had formed, of 


perpetuated in her ſon, clouded by fears of 
as ſne could not reveal mw to either of the 


young ladies. 
Mrs. Edwin's tears and diſtreſs called for, 


begged her to believe, a little time and ex- 
perience, joined with the unabating tender- 
neſs of ſo charming a wife, muſt have its 
ce with reſpect to this paper, added ſhe, 
ce which your officious, and I wiſh I could 
ee ſay well-meaning curioſity, has expoſed, 
© for God's ſake deſtroy it. No one re- 
* part of Anna Manſel ; you find, the only 


If © 
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_ « tranſaction, by clandeſtinely correſpond- 
« ing with Edwin, is done away in her 
©« note. Should your brother, Miſs, know 
of the liberty you have taken with his 
letter, he would not incur my cenſure by 
putting a repetition of ſuch a breach of 
te the laws of honour out of your power, by ; 
8. . you his houſe.” b 
This threat had more weight than any _ 
other part of the converſation on the two 
ladies; the idea of ſeparation was net to be il 
| borne. Young Edwin did not intend to 
return to Wales this ſummer : if he quitted 
London at all, it would be to a family 5 
manſion of his Lady's in Shropſhire; and, if 
Miſs Edwin quarrelled with him, ſhe ml 3 4 
go with her filly mother, and be content to 

_ converſe with her ſimple couſir Patty, or 
be chiefly alone: the firſt was a bore, the 
latter intolerable; with a very ill grace, 1 
therefore, ſne conſented to obey her mother, 
ſtipulating only, that Patty ſnould be ſ-- 
verely reprehended, and forbid, under pain 
of their general diſpleaſure, ever more to 
88 an act of ſuch diſobedience: in this 4 
ſne 
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de was indulged. As Lady Cecilia was 
very angry with Miſs Herbert, the pru- 


d dence of Anna but aggravated her offence; 


and though ſhe did not think it neceſſary 
co reveal it to them, ſhe had ſerious appre- 
3 henſions of her ſon's conduct. In her heart 
1 | ſhe yet eſteemed our heroine, and would 
L have gladly reinſtated her in her family; 
= but, at preſent, it appeared totally impro- 
zue therefore ſent for Mrs. Herbert and 
ber daughter, and, in the preſence of Mrs, 
Edwin and Cecilia, treated her with leſs 
1 tenderneſs and more aſperity than ſhe had 
ever * done, or indeed had occaſion to 5 
93 . Mrs. and Miſs Edwin then leſt 8 
1 haughtily returning Mrs. Herbert's civili- 
ties, and totally overlooking thoſe of her 
dau ghter. 

Mrs. Herbert, with all the n of 
grief, beſought her ſiſter to forgive the 
poor girl for what had happened; and Patty 


Joining her ſupplications, * Edwin was 
oon appeaſed. 


E 4 Seeing 
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Seeing they ſtill appeared very diſpirited, 
the inquired with great tenderneſs into the | 
cauſe.—Mrs. Herbert, with looks of aa: 


neſs and deſpair, kept ſilent; but Patty, 
burſting into tears, informed her Mr. Her- 


bert had been that morning arreſted for a f 
debt of ſeven hundred pounds, contracted 
by Mrs. Nichols; and that he was carried, ! 
at his own requeſt, to the King's Bench | 


priſon, as he ſaid he was wholly without 
reſources to pay that and many other de- 
mands he expected would be made on him. 
Not leſs ſurpriſed than affected, Lady 
Edwin affectionately embraced them, ſay- 
ing, ſhe never ſhould forgive herſelf for 
aggravating, at ſuch a period, the diſtreſs 
they were in; ſhe inſiſted, as ſhe did not 
know how Sir William would chuſe to a& 
towards Mr. Herbert, to take on herſelf 
the government of them, and that they 
ſhould directly ſend for what things they 
had at their lodgings, and ordered the maid 
who attended them to follow : the man, ſhe 
ſuppoſed, his maſter might want. 

e Mrs. 


. 


| A NN N A. 8s 
Mrs. Herbert and her daughter were too 


W lictle accuſtomed to ſuch ſcenes, not to re- 
W joice at leaving a place where they had 
ſuffered ſuch mortification and diſgrace : 
their baggage was ſoon removed, and be- 
fore night they were comfortably ſettled in 
W Groſvenor-ſquare, Lady Edwin omitting 


no one thing that could alleviate their diſ- 


treſs: but Sir William was inexorable to 
Mr. Herbert, nor would hear of his affairs, 
except he would relinquiſh that eſtate, it 
vas no longer in his power to keep, to his 


ſon; on which terms he offered once more 


| | to pay off the mortgage. 


This was refuſed with ſcorn 5 Mr. 


| J Herbert; whoſe miſtreſs being removed 


with him into the liberties of the priſon, 
ſaid, he wanted nothing of them. 
Sir William enraged at his hardened vil- 


| lany, refuſed to hear even his beloved ſiſter, 
| in behalf of a man fo loſt to every ſenſe 


of honour; and, to avoid any farther ſolicita- 


tions, he was pre-determined to reject, pre- 
vailed on Lady Edwin to leave town imme- 


diately. Mrs, Herbert declined accompa- 
E 5 « nying 
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nying them: ſhe had hitherto fulfilled, to | f 


the utmolt of her power, her conjugal du- 
ties; nor could ſhe now, in the hour of diſ- 

treſs, notwithſtanding his libertine conduct, 
prevail on herſelf to deſert her huſband. 
He had forbidden her coming to him ; but 
ſhe choſe to ſtay within reach of ſerving the 
father of her children. 


CHAP. LY. 


Broken Bones. 


V. OUNG Herbert, whoſe ll ſtate of | 
health prevented his being at Mr. Edwin's 


wedding, was ſent for to town on this grie- 


vous occaſion.— Though fond of his mo- 
ther, whoſe idol he was, and always feel- 
ing for her ill treatment, he did not think 
himſelf excuſed by the bad opinion he en- 
tertained of the morals of his father, from 
paying his duty to kim as his ſon. 


Indeed 
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Indeed that unhappy man had ever 


treated each of his children with indulgence 
and tenderneſs, though he ſo blindly ran 


on in actions he well knew muſt in the end 
ruin their fortunes. Mrs. Herbert's join- 


ture was all that was left of the wreck of 
their once affluent circumſtances.— He had 
never propoſed to her parting with it; and 
if he had, her ſtrong maternal feelings 
would have refuſed a ſacrifice for which her 
dear boy would ſuffer. 

Charles found his father in a a 
which wrung his ſoul, in a paltry lodging 
at a grocer's ſhop, up one pair of narrow 
ſtairs, 1n dirty linen, and with an unſhaved 
face. At a table, with his bottle before him, 
lat Mr. Herbert; his once handſome per- 
ſon loſt in the ſlovenly diſguiſe of inebriety 
and indolence. On one ſide fat his miftreſs, 


with two of her children, on the other a 


man in naval uniform: they were in a roar 


of mirth, when the appearance of young 
Herbert, in whoſe countenance the diſtreſs 


of his mind was viſibly pictured, brought 


5 the bluſh of ſhame into his father's cheek,. 
; E 6 and 


4 
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and impoſed” filence on his companioni— | 


Charles was at firſt only ſenſible of the 
dreadful change in Mr. Herbert's circum- 


ſtances: to viſit him in priſon, and to 


know that his vices brought him there, 
were facts that at once filled him with com- 


NY paſſion and ſhame—but the changed figure 


of a beloved parent, took from him all 
power of reflection. — In the effuſions of 
filial tenderneſs, he remembered only the 


wretched fate of his father, without think- 
ing on the iniquitous life in wiuck' It had 
originated. ; 


Mr. Herbert was. not an m nen 7 


man; the agony in which he beheld a fon, 
of whom he had been always proud, 


brought to his mind, in full force, the in- 
juries he had done his family: ſhame and 


grief overwhelmed him; and when Charles, 
with ſolemn reſpect, aſked if nothing could 
be done to relieve him from a ſtate equally 

. diſtreſſing and diſgraceful, he hid his face, 


and wept aloud. 
A pauſe enſued. 
Young Herbert had then a view of his 
father's 


nn t 
farher's companions--He recollected Nichols 


when ſhe waited on his mother: a glow of 


indignation took poſſeſſion of thoſe features 
which but a moment before expreſſed no- 
thing but duty and affeftion—Darting a 
contemptuous look at her, he bid her leave 
W the room—She, heated with liquor, refuſed 
to obey him; on which, forgetting the re- 
ſpect due to his father's preſence, he role to 
turn her out. 
= Nichols was violent in her temper, and 
virulent in her language; her rage increaſed 
vith her reſiſtance, and her outeries brought 
the man whom ſhe called brother to her 
aſſiſtance: he was a ſtout, ill-looking fel- 
low, about thirty-five, and made up to 
Herbert, in a threatening poſture.— The 
8 young man, whoſe natural ſtrength and 

| courage was increaſed by a ſenſe of a fa- 

{ ther's ruin, and the injuries of a mother, 
| who was now full in his mind, with all her 
| forrows about her, burſting with rage and 
anguiſh, as an object more ſuitable to him, 
he inſtantly let go the woman, and ſeizing 
on. 


86 & MN. N As 
on ther champion, threw him down ſtairs, | KS 
where he lay ſenſeleſs. 5 8050 
The alarm given by: ſuch an Mair was 
ſoon ſpread; a ſurgeon was immediately 
ſent for, who found his collar-bone broken, 
and one hip diſlocated; and, moreover, from 
the habit of body he was in,, pronounced 
him in the utmoſt danger: the woman tore 
her hair, and ran about diſtracted, vowing 
ſhe would have blood for blood 
_* Thoſe threats from one he well knew ca- | 
pable of putting them in execution, ſtruck IM 
Mr. Herbert to the foul; it was in vain he 
implored her to be calm, to wait the 
__ event, and to have in conſideration, that it 
was his ſon ſhe ſo violently vowed to be the 
deſtruction of. 
Inſtead of the effects he with kis en- 
treaties to have, it only exaſperated her Þ 
more, and ſeveral expreſſions ſhe let drop, | 
giving him reaſon to ſuppoſe her concern 
was for a perſon criminally dear to her, 
rhough he had been looked on, and ſup- 
Ported by him as her brother, he threw him- 
ſelf into the arms of his ſon, crying, © Oh! 
10 Te Charles, canſt thou yet bear the 
40 preſence 


8 


— 


= 
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ec preſence of a father, who, for that devil, 


« has brought thy amiable mother, thy 


lovely fifter, and thyſelf to ruin; who, for 
„ her, and for wretches like her, has entailed 


© poverty and dependance on his poſte- 


C rity ; and who now, by the vile exceſs of 


« wickedneſs, has perhaps brought his only 
« ſon to an untunely end ! 
ce Fly, Charles; leave me, while yet the 


s confuſion and the abſence of that fiend 
will admit it !—Save, for the fake of thy 
E poor mother, a life of ſueh conſequence 
to her; let not my crimes drive her to 
© madneſs; let them not rob my innocent 
Patty of her only protector.“ 


Charles's heart, wrung by the grief of his 


father, and ſhocked at the likely conſe- 
| quences of his raſhneſs, yet felt a joy not to 
be deſcribed, at this confeſſion of his ſenſe 
of the errors of his life; he entreated him 
to be comforted ; now, that he was ſenſible 
| of the wrong ſteps he had taken, fortune 
would again ſmile on him. 


« Oh, never, never!” anſwered the diſ- 


n man.“ (0, 80, my dear, my no- 


« ble 


& ble ſon—if thou wouldſt not rob me of i 


« my fenſes, let me know thee out of dan- 
ec ger Swear thou wilt inſtantly. quit the 
te kingdom—trifle not with my agony— 
ce leave me, I command thee, this inſtant, 
e if (running to his piſtol) thou wouldeſt 
« not ſee me add ſuicide to my other ſins.” 
— Terrified at this threat, he ſwore to obey 
him. 5 | T7 

The vile woman had now left the room, 


to aſſiſt in carrying up the man; in the con - 


fuſion and hurry it was therefore poſſible to 
paſs unnoticed. © Fetch another ſurgeon,” 
aid Mr. Herbert to his ſon, © this moment.” 

On that pretence, he paſſed the people in 
the houſe; and, what was ſtill more lucky, 
the conſtables, who had been ſent for on the 
firſt alarm by the outrageous Nichols, 
When he reached the oppoſite ſide, he 
looked up at his father's apartment, where 
he ſaw him ſtanding watching eagerly whe- 
ther he had eſcaped ; which finding he had, 
he waved his hand, pointing to the youth, 
meaning for him to go to France : this 
he reſolved to do; but he had matters to 


ſettle, 


\'F 


1 
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fettle, of more conſequence to him than 
even the preſervation of exiſtence: his mo- 


ther's weak health and ſpirits muſt be armed 
for the news; and there was one more perſon 
he wiſhed not to leave England without 
ſeeing. FTIR 
He had heard from his ſiſter, of Anna's. 


8 diſgrace in Groſyenor-ſquare: the vices laid 
to her charge he gave not the leaſt credit 


to; but he was not ſo clear in his ſuſpicions 


| of her connection with Edwin, which he 


was now confirmed in, by hearing of the 


| note he conveyed to her, from his ſiſter. 


Attached to her from principle, as well 


as paſſion, which had increaſed in every 
interview, he found himſelf unable to con- 
quer his prejudices in her favour. — Not- 


withſtanding ſo many reaſons te think with 
leſs reſpect on a woman of doubtful charac- 
ter, his partial fancy wandered over her per- 


fections, and dwelt ſo ſtrongly on her 
| charms ; reaſon, reflection, nor the inſuper- 


able bars of fate, had power to leſſen her 
empire over his mind. Though his peace 
was deftroyed, and his health impaired by 

. the 


r 

che continual ſtruggles of hope and fear in 
his boſom, he at laſt ſtole from Oxford, 
and (what myſtery will not love develope?) 
traced Mifs Manſel to Dalton's : it was at 


this period he made his acquaintance 


with Collet, with whom he regularly cor- 


reſponded ; it was him he wanted to ſee in 
the firſt inſtance; and, as he was going, i 


perhaps for ever, to endeavour to obtain 
one interview with Anna, merely to catch 


a laſt look, to confeſs to her his hopeleſs 
love, and to try to prevail on her, for her 
own ſake, to return to Parſon Manſel 8, and i 


to bid her adieu for ever! 

He croſſed the water; and, taking a coach 
from Tower-Hill, arrived at Layton the 
very day after Anna left it. Collet gave 
him a moſt friendly reception, and told him 
he had juſt written an account that he was 
ſorry to give him of Miſs Manſel. 

Mr. Herbert's countenance, when he en- 
tered, partly with the agitations of his mind, 
and partly with the idea in which he had 
indulged himſelf, of venting a paſſion that 

GAYS him, at the feer of the object who 
1 e 
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ir ſpired it was fluſhed, and changed to a 
deadly pale, not daring to aſk what he 
dreaded to hear: for, however ſtrong ap- 
pearances were againſt our heroine, the 
E rooted good opinion and reſpect which 
her conſtant ſociety and conduct had given 
im at Llandore, and the eſtabliſhed amia- | 
ble character ſhe bore during her reſidence 
there, as well as the love expreſſed for her 
by ſo good a man, and fo worthy a woman 
as the rector and his wife, together with 
che fecret hopes which ever accompany a 
| lover's wiſh, had always flattered him 
ſhe might yet be innocent, though not for 
him. 
But now Collet's diſmal countenance, at 
ve ¶ once the enſign and pity of ill news, 
im mocked him beyond the power of utter- 
* ance. After a little pauſe, however, his 
reaſon reaſſumed its ſway, and he heard the 


account of her elopement with emotions of 
5 | forrow, in which compaſſion was viſibly 
A 


blended : he regretted her not being fol- 

at lowed, though now all doubts of her ſe- 

duction by Edwin were at an end, Thoſe 
8 5 only 


f 5 
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only who have felt every joy blaſted, every MW E 
wiſh fruſtrated, can form an idea of the ho 
diſtreſs of mind he laboured under at this N him 
moment: his heart died within him; the ¶ inde 
thoughts of flying to the continent no lon- N who 
ger engroſſed his attention. Of what value ¶ ſiſte 
was life to a man, deprived of the wretch's Worat 
laſt reſource, hope? He revealed to Col-¶ com 
let the accident that happened to him, and Ito r 


the conſequences he had ſuch reaſon to ap- gen. 
prehend from the effects of his paſſion. * 
Collet now turned as pale in his turn, Nalig 

© What!” cried he, © can you then ſo don 
* coolly talk of an event that may bring ſum 
« you to an untimely death? Why, for char 
* God's ſake, are you here? Why do you ſ| Wh 
< not leave the kingdom? But ſtay; where enq 
« is the man, do you ſay? Here, write; Þſ gre 
ce write directions: and, Lord, have mercy fron 
e upon us! what will become of your ¶ and 
« friends? You ſay, you have a mother; ¶ inq) 
« you are too much in love to think of I bro! 
< her, I ſuppoſe.— Come, let us go, x and be 
ting on his hat, hou 
| Herber ts 1 


A 
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[eb while flat etention had been 


wholly loſt in the deſpair which ſeized 
him on Collet's' account of Anna, now, 
indeed, remembered he had a mother; one, 
whoſe life hung upon his welfare; and a 
ſiſter, who doted on him: he therefore 
gratefully accepted of Collet's offer to ac- 
company him to town to viſit the man, and 
to render him any farther ſervice the exi- 
gency of the caſe required. 

When they reached the Borough, Collet 
alighted, and Herbert went on to the Lon- 
don.Coffee-houſe, as a place leſs likely for 
him to be known in, in caſe of the worſt, 
than any one in the vicinity of St. James's.. 
When Collet arrived at the grocer's, he 
enquired for Mr. Herbert, and was moſt 
agreeably ſurpriſed to hear he was gone 
from thence : having ſent for his lawyer, 
and removed himſelf to the Fleet, his next 
inquiries were of Mrs. Nichols and her 
brother. 

Brother!“ anſwered the woman of the 
houſe, © the fellow ſhe calls ſo is bad enough, 
1 * and ſhe ſuffers enough for 

« him; 
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dt him; but! aſſure you, Sir, though I le 
« lodgings, if I had known ſhe was not 
« Mr. Herbert's wife, ſhe ſhould not have 
te ſet her foot here: it was not the act of a 
* gentleman to bring ſuch a creature to 
* an honeft houſe, when he had ſo good 
0 lady and ſuch ſweet children.—-Poor dear 
te gentlewoman, twould have melted 1 
e heart of ſtone to have ſeen her and her 
« daughter, lamenting over each other, 
« and falling on their knees to pray that 
** the ſon might get out of the kingdom; 
e for the Doctor ſays, the man will ſar- 
* tainly die.” 

Collet could bear to hear no more: he 
inquired where the ſurgeon lived; and 
having the direction, waited on him im- 
mediately. He happened luckily not only 
to be a ſkilful, humane man, but one 
who had walked the hoſpitals with Collet, 
and was an old acquaintance.— He gave 
him every light into the man's ſituation in 
his power, and concluded by ſaying, if it 
. were poſlible to keep the woman from him, 
he ſhould hope to lower the fever; and 


in 
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in that caſe, the thigh being reduced, and 


the bone ſet, he might recover ; but though 
he had told her the evil confequences which 
would certainly follow her obſtinately diſ- 


turbing him with her turbulent grief, ge 
had not been able to prevail on her to leave 


Rn -- | 
At Collet's deſire they went there, and 
being ſhewn into a room adjoining that 
where the patient lay, they heard Nichols 
in a loud key, between crying and ſcolding, 
vowing revenge againſt the murderer of her 
dear Jack. 

She was informed the Doctor wink to 
peak with her: when ſhe made her appear- 
ance, he begged her to think on the advice 
he had given her; and, if the life of the ſick 
perſon was really dear to her, to permit him 
to be quiet. 

Collet was a very 3 ſurgeon, apothe- 
cary, and man-midwife: he was more; he 
knew a little ſmattering of the law, which 
he had picked up in his youth at the houſe 


ef an uncle who was of that profeflion. 


The 
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The landlady entering, with very little 
ceremony, at this moment, to demand her 


rent, and at the ſame time to require ſecu- 


rity for what might become farther due be- 


fore the man would be fit to remove if he 


recovered, Collet aſked who had taken the 
lodgings ? © Mr, Herbert,” was the anſwer, 
— © This lady, then, can have no Tight 


<« here,” ſaid he; © I will pay what may 


ce be due from that gentlemam ; you muſt 
cc yourſelf determine whether, when I diſ- 


, charge the apartment, you will accept 
e this lady for your tenant.” 


« Not for the world,” anſwered the wo- 
man; © the beſt ladies, whoſe misfortune 
ce it is to be obliged to live in the rules, 
e occupy my apartments: I have no occa- 
tc ſion to take in caſt-off miſtreſſes. 

Nichols, whoſe cunning equalled her 
wickedneſs, for the firſt time now thought 
of the unthrifty game ſhe was playing. 

Mrs. Emmerſon, indeed, knew well 


enough, from the beginning, the character of 


Nichols; but while her lodgers paid before- 


hand, and ſpent with profuſeneſs, money, 


which, 
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ch if properly applied, would 90 far 


towards ſatisfying their creditors, it was 
her way to be the moſt ſervile and fawning 


of creatures: but when it was no longer in 


their power to feed her unbounded avarice, 
no one knew the art of changing: _ or 
with ſo little ceremon nx. 
Mrs. Herbert, the lawful wiſe, with her 
Jav ghter, whoſe appearance, in their un- 
dreſs, was elegant and genteel, and in a 
carriage, (one of Mr. Edwin's) which was 


ſplendid; were objects of infinitely. more 


conſequence to her, than Nichols, now 
abandoned by her keeper, although ſhe had 
maintained, ata moſt extravagant rate, all the 
family, from the time they had been in the 
lodgings. This the wretched woman felt; 
and though ſhe was not ſo deſtitute of the 
means to inſure reſpe&, as her landlady 
ſuppoſed, the idea of being debarred from 
ſeeing her quondam brother brought her to 
an humble ſenſe of her ſituation: ſhe: pro- 
miſed, if ſhe was ſuffered to continue there 


till Tyrrel could be fafely removed, ſhe 
would 
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would, got enter his room without ati 
leave. ibn 

On this, Mrs. a WAS Mitac 


payment of: every expence that thould be 
incurred 1 e e WN 


3 


They Cound him onde eech e 


bi an inflammatory ſever, reftlefs, and ap- 


parenchy in great agony, yet ſenſible. He 
aſked, with eagerneſs, if there were any 
hopes ef hib recovery? Mr. Walker told 


hirn; and it was confirmed by eee that 


alt deperided on his being kept quiet. 
After 4 little pauſe, Then,“ faid he, 
germlermen, you admit it to be doubtful; 
* and that' is enough to give me warning 
r that I ſhall ſoon be called upon, to an- 
e, fwer, at the bar of heaven, for tlie ſins of 


my paſt Hfe: while J have my fenſes, 


4 then, let me make all the atonement now 
im my power, for the injury I have 
cdone the gentleman, who, if I defer it, 
6 am die, muſt ſuffer for an act to d which 
na BN 


# 
| fi 
. 5 


Mr. 
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Mr. Walker world have adviſed him te 
compoſe himſelf for the preſent, alledging 
the certainty chere was öf the leaſt agita- 


ton incredſmg"the fever: but Cöllet, h 


chought if he Expired as ſoon as his cen- 
feſſion was ended, it was of far leſs import, 
than kee ping ore moment in ſuſpenſe the 
ſafety of ſuch a man as Chafles Herbert, 

fam out of the room,; and in a feeond re- 
turtted with pen, ink, and paper, and ad- 
wing Him to encourage thoſe repentant 
thoughts; ſat down with N an to 
ee his confeſſion, 

Nichols, too guilty not to be armed 
at Collet's conduct, ruſhed fiercely in, de- 
manding what they were at? Her preſence 
vifibly diſordered the fick man; he begged 
ſhe might be ſent out of the room, and Col- 
let ſizing her, not in the moſt gentle man- 
ner, forced her into an adhoitting apartment; 
locked her in, telling her, i a determined 
voice, if ſhe atteimpted to interrupt then 
again, ſhe fond inftatitly be turned out of 


| the houſe, He returned then to His office, ; 


and took down the following Farticukars, 
F 2 given 
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given at broken id of, pain y the 

patient: lei ai wat e Nos 

Af — ts James Pynel W 1 
he lived fellow-ſervant with Eliazabeth 

ec 8 by whom he had a child, be- 


ce fore ſhe waited on Mrs. Herbert, on 


ee which account he abſconded, and en. 


_ ©. tered on board a man of war; that find 


c ing Mr. Herbert had taken Nichols into 


cc keeping, and that he was a man of inte- 


« reſt, he applied to his old friend, who 


ee was rejoiced to ſee him, and introduced 


ec 


Eo 


him to Mr. Herbert as, her half-brother, 


and prevailed on him to get him a gun- 
e ner's warrant; that they renewed their 


« con nection whenever he could leave the 


« ſnip, which having done once too often, 


© he was broken; ſince which they had mu- 


x * wally agreed to make up a ſum of money, 
cc and elope 


from Mr. Herbert; that they 
« had ſucceeded ſo far as to realize two 
« thouſand. pounds, and the next morning 


(now they had gotten all there was to be 


« had) was fixed for their departure, when 


« the accident enen which is like to 


— cc end 
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« end in this criminal's death but the 
« ſaid James Tyrrel ſolemnly declares, in 
«me preſence” of Joſiah Walker and Je- 
« remiah Collet; that he firſt aſſaulted Mr. 
Herbert, without any provocation what- 
1e ever; and he is ſure that gentleman was 
Fc wholly innocent of ghana ee en 
«his life.? 5 

With chis ayer, as en as ſigned ol 
witneſſed,” which was done in the-preſence 


of Emmerſon and his wife, who were ſum- 


| moned for the occaſion; Collet was in ſuch. 


a hurry to get away, that he forgot to li- 
berate the lady, or to get into a coach he 
had ordered to be called, but ran away to 
the London coffee - houſe, where he found 
Mr. Herbert, with a packet of letters be- 
fore him, ſealed and reg and: himfeif 
_ to ſet out. 

Collet eule! wie on the! 10 
news he had brought, and ſhewing him the 
confeſſion of Tyrrel, now averred there was 
no occaſion for him to leave his friends and 
fountry: PO: OMEN EP - + DIDIOVS: #3 
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It is not to be doubted. but Herbert was 

glad to find the black and abhorred crime 
of premeditated murder was not attributed 
to him; but an 3 of this, and every 
other error, could not give peace to his 
boſom: there the ſeducing form of Anna 
for ever dwelt. -— Reaſon nor philoſophy 
could reconcile him to her loſs, which every 
moment afflicted him beyond the laſt.— 
His heart ſunk when he reflected on her 
preſent ſituation 3 he had conſidered and re- 
conſidered how he could exiſt, breathing the 
ſame air with her, for ever loſt to him.— 
Having concluded jt impoſſible, he reſolved 
to leave the kingdom, and, when on the 
continent, to write to his friends for leave 
to continue ſome time abroad previous to 
his entering the Temple. 

Collet's intelligence, therefore, had not 
the effect he expected. Herbert found his 
mother had been at Emmerſon's, and that 
ſhe concluded him gone. The reafon he 
choſe to aſſign for parting was, he thought, 
beſt avoided ; and having given it his 

HS friend, 
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friend, and engaged his correſpondence, he | 
ſent for a chaiſe, and ſet off for Dover. 
Collet, from the time he had left home, 
till the preſent moment, had never be- 
ſtowed a thought on Layton ; but the in- 
ſtant he had done the laſt friendly office for 
Herbert, and had ſeen him from the door, it 
occurred to him, that he had three women, 
from each of whom he was in hourly ex- 
pectation of a ſummons, two men in fevers, 
and a boy witch a broken leg, every one 
of whom he ,gught to have viſited that 
evening, and that he had left home without 
che leaft intimation of where he was going, 
or when he ſhould return: he had alſo pro- 
miſed Charles to wait on Mrs. Herbert in 
the morning, and inform her of all that had 


103 


| paſſed at Emmerſon's, but without hinting 


that he had ſeen her ſon, or on what oc- 
caſion: immediately then throwing himſelf 


into a poſt-chaiſe, he returned to Layton. 


F 4 CHAP. 
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T was W day Vin the Dodo reached 


his own houſe, which was in no ſmall con- 
fuſion, on account of his abſence. Finding 


he had not been particularly wanted, he re- 


tired extremely fatigued, and enjoyed the 
heavenly "repoſe a ſenſe of having acted 


under that Divine Command of loving our 


neighbours as ourſelyes, and doing unto 


all men as we would Hy ſhould. do unto 

us, inſures. io . 
The next morning Mrs. Wellers, among 

the reſt of his friends, came to inquire by 


what ſudden power Collet had vaniſhed ; 
her, and her only, he made acquainted with 


the whole affair; ſhewed her the letters he 
promiſed to deliver, and which he intended 
going to town to do, as ſoon as he had been 


round to viſit his patients, 1 
«3-14 <3 A 6 The 


e 
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The one ditected to Mrs. Herbert; in 


Groſvenor: ſquare, caught her eye ſhe told 
him ſhe had two days ago been twice there, 


and was aſſured all the family had left 
town. But as I have not informed my 


reader of the ſuceeſs of that lady's inquiries 
after my heroine's character, T muſt account 


for ſome 12255 her behaviour, by nen it 


now. - 
She went, her ſon eſcorting her to Sir 


William Edwin's, where, expreſſing much 


diſappointment at hearing they had left 
town, the ſervant” told her, young Mr. 
Edwin lived in Portman-ſquare. 11 
drove there the ladies were not ſtirring.— 


They aſked what time they would be viſible? 
About two o*clock.—At two they returned, 


and were uſhered, through a ſuit of n magni- 


ficent rooms, into one in which fat Mrs, 
Edwin and Cecilia, attended by Frajan, 
who was now equally the favourite 1 both | 
Gag: 925 Ani. a $1119 |; ig 

Mrs. Wellers' . was excited 
about thoſe young ladies, more from the 
1 of others, than any thing ſhe had 


1 heard 
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heard. Seam Anne i ler -grareful remen. 
prance of the. former kindneſs: of that fa. W th 
mily had ſealed her lips, reſpecting any il in 
qualities Miſs Edwin might be ſuhject to. m 
As to Mrs. Edwin, ſhe was, in a manner, à he 
ſtranger to her; but ſuch very fine ladies I he 
could not but be famous chey led the ti 
mode the Edwin cap, hat, ſhge, and ſaſh, fie 
were univerſally worn. fi 
I.)hey were fitting on white ſattin Otto- fe 
1 ans, 4 ſuperh breakfaſt equipage before a 
1 them ; the room breathed perfumes; it was g 

decorated with the choiceft and moſt | A 

beautiful flowers in the fineſt china vaſes ; || p 
is the toilette magnificently ſet out with 
© Glyer fillagree boxes; andthe aſſemblage I t: 
* of every elegance luxury could invent, or 
it money. Pirebake, were here in hi en of 


peoſuien... 


ted gayze . ned. vis pale pink i 
perſian z Cecilia's the ſame, with the differ- 1 
ence of a lilach lining. V 

But peace dwelt nat on the Wen * the | 


ir * of this en manſion ; ; a fret- 
{ul 


Y 


„„ 


ful ſullenneſs clouded her features; not in 
the poſſeſſion of her huſband's affections, 
ſhe deſpiſed the ridiculous advice of her 
mother-in-law, and ſcorned to court, where 
her vanity told her ſhe ought to be courted : 

her houſe was a continual ſcene of diſſipa- 
tion; yet there ſhe was reſtleſs and diſſatiſ- 
fied. Her delicate conſtitution began to 
ſuffer from the fatigue of following each 
faſhionable reſort, in ſearch of happineſs; 
and this morning her eyes were ſunk lan- 
guidly in that head, which ſtill violently 
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| ached, from the late hours ſhe had IgE the 


preceding evening. 

Miſs Edwin was more gay; ſhe had at- 
tracted the notice of a man of faſhion and 
quality, who had looked and ſwore cough 
to gratify any coquette alive. | 

Mrs. Wellers, being received with great 
politeneſs and ſeated, opened her buſineſs; 
it was (Lady Edwin not being in town) to 
inquire the character of a young perſon 
who lived with her as ede a Mifs 
Manſel. . 
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: Mrs. Edwin, indiſpoſed and out of ſpi- 
rits before, appeared greatly affected at the 
name, and preſently burſt into tears. The 


ſadneſs of her appearance, amidſt ſo many 
ſources of pleaſure, had ſenſibly ſtricken 
Mrs. Wellers the moment ſhe came in; 


and to find the cauſe originated with her 


favourite, not a little ſnocked her. 


Miſs Edwin immediately anſwered her 


12 7 in a manner the reader will ex- 


Frajan was ready, not only to con- 


33 


0 but invent; and Mrs. Wellers, who, 


appearing a very good ſort of a woman, was 


told, in confidence, they had every reaſon 
to ſuſpe Mr. Edwin now actually ck the 


object of her i inquiry. 

Mrs. Edwin's tears flowed afreſh at this 
part of the ſtory; and Mrs. Wellers, 
ſhocked, mortified, and diſappointed, took 


her leav e. 


| When they were in the: carriage, as ſhe 
began'to expreſs her diſtreſs at what had 
happened, Mr. Wellers, without the leaſt 
change of countenance, declared his reſolu- 


tion of never taking any one into his houſe 


without 


te 


ir 
B 
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without a good character, 8 e . 
ance ever ſo ſpecious. 

As they drove on, ſhe me on Weber 
had paſſed, and all fhe had heard; but 
when ſhe came to compare the actions ſhe 
had been told of, with the ingenuous look, 
the elegant manners, and refined ſentiments 
of Anna, ſuch a flagrant contradiction ſhe 
was aſtoniſhed at; and recollecting how 
inconſiſtent with their account of her, had 
been the behay iour ſhe was accidentally 
witneſs to when Edwin viſited her, her 
partiality returned, and rendered Miſs 


| Edwin's character of Anna incredible : ſhe 


once more went to Grofvenor-ſquare, in 
order to get directions to write to Lady 

Cecilia, and reſolved to avoid coming to a 
final eclairciſſement with Anna till ſhe heard 


from her. 


Again ſhe e the ive very 
cloſely about any of the family's being in 
town, and again ſhe was as ſtoutly anfwered- 
in the negative; fo that the letter to Mrs. 
Herbert there, might well ſurpriſe her; 
though the elopement of our heroine, with 

the 
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the abſence of Mr. Edin from home, 
and the poſitive aſſeverations that he was 
in the village, left it but too probable all 
ſhe had heard was true, which was agreed 
to by Collet, whoſe attachment to Herbert 
was evinced by the eoncern he felt. Stroll- 
ing home, ſhe called at Dalton's, merely by 
way of hearing the chat of the day. Mrs. 
Dalton was crying ; the diſappointment of 
her hopes, and the uncertainty of what was 
become of Anna, extremely affected her; 
and the cautious huſband not being in the 
. way to prevent her, ſhe. told Mrs. Wellers 

the whole ſtory of Lord Sutton's love for 
Anna, and the great offers he had made 

Mrs. Wellers was dumb with aſtoniſh- 
ment. ſhe could not believe it. The letter 
he had ſent Anna ſhe had left careleſsly on 
the table, where Mrs. Dalton had found it: 
it was produced as evidence of the truth of 
her aſfertian. - 

Good God!“ e 8 Welters, 


« what wickedneſs lurks under this myſtery! 


cc n it be can a — acoa ? 


can 


2 
- 


cc 


- 0. -a& ay = 
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can he court, in an honayrable way, a 
40 young perſon he has himſelf known to 
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ebe an impoſfor, a thief ?” 


Who a thief, Madam dor anſwered Mrs. 


Dalton, colouring; © not Anna, nobody can 
«. accuſe her, I am ſure, of ſuch an act; I 
« will pledge my life for her principles in 


« every reſpec: very bad things have been 
© ſaid of her in this wicked village; but ſne 
« 1s as innocent, Madam, as a new-born 
« infant, wherever ſhe is.” 

Will you permit me, Mrs. Dalton, to 
ce take this letter with me? It will help to 
« clear Miſs Manſel, if ſhe is innocent, of 
« many a vile imputation.” Mrs. Dalton 
agreed to it, and Mrs. Wellers took it home 
with her. 

In the greateſt aftoniſhment ſhe read it 
over and over; and, in turning it, found the 
rough draught of Anna's anſwer : ſpite of 
her elopement, ſpite of the words and ho- 
Nour of two ladies of the ton, and a F rench 
waiting-woman, Mrs. Wellers gave way to 
a benevolent joy. Such a proof of the in- 
27 WP | nocence 
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nocence of her dear girl was, ſhe faid, the 
ſtrongeſt cordial to her ſpirits. 


She ſent for Bentiy — he was gone to 
London, and had not been at home all 
night. Collet was next acquainted with 
this extraordinary cireumſtance he tbok a 
copy to ſend to Charles, and the original to 
ſhew Mrs. Herbert, with which he ſet off to 
town; firſt going to the Borough, where he 


heard that Nichols, finding ſhe was diſco- 


vered, had decamped very early that morn- 


ing, and 2 Was wa a fair ON of re- 
wy.” | Oey (430% ET 
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e Fund Mother. 


Fx ROM the Borough Mr. Colet went to 
Groſvenor-ſquare, - — Mrs. Herbert was at 
firſt denied; but on his faying he'brought 
letters from her ſon, he was inſtantly ad- 


mitted. 


00 


let 


letters, and, in his hurry to deliver the one 
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mitted. Here he found a gentleman, ery- 
ing with the diſtracted mother and daugh- 
ter. Bales 
Mrs. Herbert was leaning back in an 
arm chair, the picture of ſilent woe, the 
big tear, in ſpeechleſs agony, rolling down 
her pale cheek; while Patty, whoſe face 
reſted on her folding arms, as ſhe fat at the 
table, audibly ſobbed. — 
The gentleman, who appeared extremely 


affected, aroſe the inſtant Collet entered: 


« We fear, Sir, to afk you the news: is 
« the villain yet living ? —Ts Mr. Herbert ; 
6c ren 9 
% Oh!” cried the fond mother, who could 
now ſpeak ; Say it, ſay but my ſon, the 
« pride of my life, the darling of my ſoul, 
ce is ſafe, out of the reach of that malignant 
© fate he inherits from his mother ; and, 
« while I live, Iwill revere you as my good 


angel.“ —Miſs Herbert involuntarily ad- 


vanced, and, catching hold of his hand, 
burſt into a freſh flood of tears. Collet was 
too much affected to anſwer: he felt for the 


he 
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he received from her ſon fbr her, he gave 


into the hand of the gentleman the one he 
had written to fend to Herbert, with copies 
of Lord Sutton's letter and Anna's anſwer, 
which he had not yet ſealed, reſerving it to 
tell him of his journey to-Grofyenor-ſquare, 
Mrs. Herbert waited trembling to know 
the contents, and Patty eagerly looked over 
his ſhoulder ; but the ſurprize of each was 
equal, on finding it addreſſed to Charles, and 
full of Anna] Patty coloured z —the gen- 
tleman turned pale 

Ah!“ cried Mrs. Herbert, why are 
ce you ſo much affected? Tell, tell me the 
e worſt, that if my ſon muſt die, I may re- 
cc ſign to my own fate.” — He begged her 
not to be alarmed; and, turning to Collet,.— 


te You have, I believe, Sir,” ſaid he, made 


ce ſome miſtake in this letter,” returning it. 
Oh, Cot fo.} — ſo I have, anſwered 
: the Doctor, colouring, this is Mrs. Her- 
ce bert's,” vie che tabs and one to Miſs 
Herbert. el 
e“ But where, where is he, Sir ?”— 
In France by this time —” _ 
8 | | ce Gad 


ad 
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God be praiſed,” ſaid Mrs, Herbert, 
falling on her knees; © ſpaxe, ſpare and 
« bleſs him, O merciful God; once more 
« let me fold him in ſafety and honour to 
my boſom, and diſpaſe of the miſerable 
* remnant of my days, as thou ſeeſt fit.” 

The Doctor was too much affected to aſſiſt 
Wilkinſon in lifting her up, who, when ſhe 
was re- ſeated, at her requeſt, her own eyes 
being. ulinded with tears, read Mr. Her- 
bert's letter, which was as follows: 

„ When Þ parted from the beſt of mo- 


*- thers, this morning, how little did I fore- 


* ſee the poſſibility of anyeventwhich could 
te turn cke deſired preſence of her ſon into 

4 ſo dreadful an aggravation of her diftreſs ! 
© Arm your heart, my beloved, my ever- 
*& honoured mother, with that firm confi- 
& dence in heaven, you have all your life, 
* both. by dg and example, taught 

your children. Fear not but T am too 
«© ſenſible of the very few comforts left 


* you, not to take the greateſt care of my 


©« gwn preſervation : 1 am ſure I am fafe; 
. << the 


, 


«the! Virtues of my mother: are . e 

t and defence. 
Forgive, deareſt Madam, ah unjuſt. 
e fiable' raſhneſs that has (though on my 
«© part perfectly undefigned) in all pro- 
t bability robbed a fellow<creature' of his 
©&.|exiftence: I know your" prayers will be 
«inceſſantly offered for me; and, I truſt, 
„ ſhould tlie ct happen, the imputation 
of murder will not reſt on your ſon.— My 
« unhappy father! what ſhall I ſay of him? 
Would to God he cbuld fee his error, all 
.« might yet be well. Be happy, my ever- 
« loved mother; grieve not, I implore 
ge you; tlus m misfortune will be too heavy 
e for me, if you bear it not with that firm- 
5 neſs, of mind which has hitherto, ſup- 
“ ported you. As ſoon as I reach the 
<« continent I will write to Sir William, 
ce for his permiſſion to finiſh my, ſtudies 
ce. 0 abroad ; and, at, every poſſible oppor- 
“ tunity, gratify my own feelings, in wri- 
« ting to. you. Let me not forget what [I 
ce owe to the bearer, Mr. Collet, who, in 
« every ſenſe of the epithet, has been the 
warm 


ec. 
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% warm, diſintereſted friend of, deareſt 
« Madam, , 

. . Ts cc 19 dutiful | 

ce and affectionate ſon, Oe 

cc CHARLES HERBERT.“ 


This letter, which, wet with maternal 
tears, was put in Mrs. Herbert's boſom, 
gave A new turn to the countenances of all 
preſent. Patty ſaid, her brother, her dear 
brother, had written charmingly to her, 
but it was not juft now neceſſary her mama 
ſhould ſee his letter; The was already too 
much affected: — all acknowledged Collet's 
kindneſs; but when he came to Tyrrel's 
confeſſion, their joy and gratitude were 
ungovernable.— Patty declared ſhe would 
go to her papa that night: but this Mrs. 
Herbert oppoſed, as they knew not how 
he might be affected at the diſcovery ; he 
may. perhaps chooſe, ſaid ſhe, to have as 


few witneſſes as poſſible of his feelings. 


Mr. Wilkinſon has buſineſs with him ; if 
Mr. Collet will trouble himſelf to go with 


him, he will, or will not, tell all that has 


EY 


jo in the Borough, as he Ns beſt, 


from the diſpoſition in which they find him, 
|  Collet again forgot his patients and the 
village, but begged for a diſh of tex. The 
ladies apologized for their negle& ; and 
_ while they were taking it, he aſked. Mrs. 
Herbert, how ſhe had heard of the dis- 
agreeable accident? She af hand- 
ed him this note: 
3 85 Deſerying, unhappy: woman, thy 3 
« don me cannot ingreaſe my miſery or 
« « deſpair, nor can, the conſciouſneſs of thy 
| & own virtues give thee, comfort adequate 
40 to thy ſorrows. Our. ſon, that dear, 
faultleſs youth, irritated by. the vices of 
cc his father, has forfeited his life to the 
« laws of his country. He has eſcaped 
cc for the preſent. Let thy prayers be 


4 offered to the God thou haſt ferved, that 


« he may. be ſo fortunate as to get out of 
« the reach of his ae ;—thine may 
E avail—mine cannot. 
% Oh!” faid Patty, © if you had ſeen 


eus at the receipt of that mocking note! 
but 


CH." 
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„ but, thank God, (ſmiling through her 
« tears) it is over; it was brought us at my 
e couſin's—we went directly in his chariot 
| © to the Borough he was not at home, or 

« T am ſure he would have gone with us 
| « and there an ugly woman ran on talking 
« of every thing but what we wanted to 
« know. Papa was gone, and they ſaid the 
« man was dyirig ; but, God be'praiſed, it 

« js over, and we ſhall never ſee that ſhock- 
| © ing place again. Only think, Mama, 

« Mrs. Edwin has never ſent, nor Mis 

% Edwin!“ „ Inhuman !” cried Wilkin- 
| fon, with indignation ; “but come, Sir, we 
« ſhall be too late.” 

They left the ladies comparatively happy, 
and found: Mr. Herbert ſurrounded with 
papers, a ſettled gloom on his countenance, | 
and unſhaved or dreſſed. When Wilkinſon 
entered, a gleam of ſatisfaction beamed on 
his face, but quickly diſappeared after the 
firſt ſalutation. Wilkinſon ſaid; © an exe- 
© cution had been laid on the works, and 
e that he was diſpatched by the other part- 
. ners to o know what was to be done.” 

Herbert 
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107 Herbert Was filent; 
They are NF ama, e 
auen Wilkinſon. 5 9 Hino 
c So am I, was ho tho LE Have 
te you ſeen Mrs, Herbert?” 
He had been there.” - 
0 « « Any news of my boy?“ They told 
hx he was fafe, and Tyrrel recovering. 
Collet then gave an account of his viſit in 
© the Borough, and named Nichols. = 
„O! d—n her! dn her!” laid hes in 
an agony. | 
_ Wilkinſon took occaſion now to expa- 
tiate on the ſufferings, the merits, and the 
ſtill warm affection, of Mrs. Herbert; and, 
at the concluſion, Collet produced the pa- 
per ſigned by Tyrrel. At the peruſal of 
this, he ſhrunk with horror, but ſaid no- 
thing. Wilkinſon then afked, © if he 
« would permit Mrs. and Miſs Herbert to 
_<« viſit him?” 
« No, no!” anſwered he fiercely ; $::56 let 
ce them ſtay till to-morrow ; I have affairs 
« to ſettle, and cannot be interrupted. You, 
« Sir,” faid „de to Collet, 66 mw acled 
nobly 
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ec nobly by my ſon you muſt do me the 


« favour to wear this ring,” taking 4 va- 
luable diamond off his finger. Collet ſtart- 
ed back—to accept of ſuch a preſent from 


an infolvent for buſineſs in the courſe of his 
profeſſion, would have been conſidered by 


him as an act of injuſtice; and much more, 
when it meant to pay for his friendſhip—he 


found himſelf hurt at the idea. Mr. Her- 


bert, however, would not be refuſed ; he 
inſiſted on his taking it, with a warmth 


that plainly ſhewed he thought himſelf of- 
| fended by Collet's declining his offer. He 


therefore, with great reluctance, at laſt put 
it on his finger, ſecretly reſolving, however, 
it ſhould return to the family. 

As Wilkinſon found Mr. Herbert in no 


mood to talk of buſineſs, he now propoſed 


going; the leave they took of him was on 
his ſide ſolemn ; he embraced Wilkinſon 


affetionately—< Young man,” ſaid he, © I 


% have been your friend; if, when I am no 
* more, my family ſhould want one, do 
« not forget it.” 


Vor. III. 6 « Never, 
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ee Never, Sir,” anſwered he, can] for- 
ce get the many obligations I am under u 
« you -our intereſt, and that of your fa - 
ce mily, ſhall ever be mine; I have no doubt ſt 
ce but you will yet,” continued he, ſmiling, 
c confer many more favours on me.” This 
was ſaid as they were parting. Mr. Her- 
bert inſtantly drew back, and ſhut the door; N h 
and Wilkinſon then had the opportunity he 
longed for of PTY after the fate of 


Anna. 1 
Mr. Manſel had been laid up with 4 kee) 
gout three months back: his diſtreſs at not him 
hearing from her, was unſpeakable, although An 
he knew not ſhe had left the Edwins; and alto 
Wilkinſon was charged with a letter full of leſſe 
remonſtrances at her unkindneſs. His ſur- Prin 
priſe at hearing from Mrs. Herbert that ſhe || heat 
was gone, and that they were ignorant of the 
her preſent ſituation, was, as may be ima- hel 
tor 


gined, great, and his anxiety not leſs. She 

had been his firſt, and indeed his only love. whe 
While ſhe was ſingle, there was a hope, 
Which he had fondly indulged. The dif. dhe 


covery Collet's miſtake had made was at 
once 


. 


once pleaſing and painful: he was over- 
Jjoyed to find, as he then thought, where ſhe 
was; and not a little hurt to ſee, by the 
ſtyle of his letter, the Doctor looked on 
Herbert as her lover. As ſoon as he could 
reſume the ſubject of the miſtake in the 
letter which Collet had made, he informed 
him of his commiſſion from her friend, 
and requeſted the favour of Miſs Manſel's 
addreſs. | gt 

The Doctor, who had not the art of 
keeping ſecrets, in return communicated to 


* 
ot him all that had come to his knowledge of 
Anna. No words can expreſs Wilkinſon's 


aſtoniſhment ; nor could any power on earth 
leſſen his confidence in the honour of her 
principles, or the purity of her heart. He 
heard with indignation the low ſcandal of 
the viilage, and with rage the accuſations of 
theft confirmed by Lord Sutton. He ſwore 
| to make him prove, or eat his words: but 
when he ſaw the hand-writing of the deſpi- 
cable Peer, his propoſal of marriage, and 
che rough draught of her anſwers, which 
it | proved ſhe was ſenſible of the in; uries he 
e > Ws had 


„„ 
had offered her, he was with difficulty re. 


ſtrained from going that inſtant to his houſe, 
In' the continuation of Collet's hiſtory, he 
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learned, to his great grief and mortification, i 


ſhe was now out of the reach of his inqui- 
ries; yet he determined, if poſſible, to find 
out her retreat, and to prevail on her to re- 
turn to Mr. Manſel's. 

They were on the point of parting, when 
who ſhould daſh by but Mr. Bently; he 
ſtopped at ſight of Coller. « Can't find 
e this girl, Doctor; cannot find her,“ (de- 
liberately taking off his hat to cool himſelf) 


< high nor low: I have walked over all the 


© town, have run my head into all the Ca- 
c ribbee iſlands and blind allies, as well as 
« high ſtreets; aſked at every houſe with a 
© bill up—all in vain: nay, I have had 
« that puppy watched—he goes no where 
cc but to Parliament-Houſe, gaming-tables, 
« and brothels :—a wiſe ſenator ! ha, Doc- 
© tor !—but I won't go home until I do. 
« And what do you think I'll do next? 
« Why I'll advertiſe her, with a handſome 


reward.“ And away walked Bently. 
| "6 That,” 
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« That,” ſaid Collet, © is another of your 


ec « friend's admirers.” Wilkinſon, curious 
to know more of a being who appeared 


quite a character, would have detained the 
Doctor longer; but again recollection was 
the friend of his patients, and directly he 


took the road to Layton. 
Wilkinſon returned to Bond-ſtreet; where, | 
having recounted the particulars that had 


| paſſed with Mr. Herbert, it was agreed 


they ſhould go next day to the Fleet,. and 
endeavour to prevail on him to write to Sir 


| William, who, they made no doubt, would 


then ſettle his affairs. And if,” ſaid Mrs. 
Herbert, „at laſt he will be content at 
« home, we will give up the houſe at Bath, 
« and be happy at Llandore.“ 

At ſupper, he repeated to Mrs. Herbert 
what he had heard of Anna, great part of 
which ſhe knew :—but when he came to 
Sutton's honourable addreſſes, it required 
all her confidence in his veracity to induce 
her to give it credit. Patty, on her part, 
loved our heroine with an affection founded 


on the ſolid baſis of eſteem: ſhe could 


G 3 eaſily 
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eaſily credit every other circumſtance that 
ſpoke to the honour of her friend ; but this 
affair of Sutton's was almoſt incredible 
even to her.—Indeed they both recollected 
his paſſion for Cecilia had not been lately 
heard of; but ſtill, for a man of rank to join 
with ſo poor an implement in debaſing the 
character of a woman one moment, and the 
next offer her his name and fortune, were ac- 
tions which, in their idea, exceeded proba- 
bility. Wilkinſon, in the honeſt warmth of 
lis foul, avowed his intention of hunting the 
vile calumny to the bottom that could 
brand a young creature, who was the ſweet- 
eſt emblem of virtue, with the practice of 
vice. No rank, age, or ſex, he ſwore, 
ſhould eſcape his inquiries, nor the deareſt 
conſiderations on earth prevent his expo- 
ſing, and, as far as was in his power, puniſh- 
ing the perpetrators of ſo inhuman an act. 
Mrs. Herbert, however, intreated him to 
be tender, for her ſake, of the Edwins. 


CHAP, 


CHAP. Lx. 
An Aſſirnation. 


Mus. Herbert, who had not cloſed her 


eyes from the inſtant the danger of her 
darling ſon had reached her, retired, over- 
come with fatigue, before nine o'clock ; 
and Wilkinſon, not chooſing himſelf to loſe 
any time in town, as the company's affairs 
were ſo deranged, ſet out to viſit ſome per- 
ſons who had been very kind to him in his 


infancy, and for whom he had a great af- 


fection. , They were people in rather low 
circumſtances, whole regard had been of 
the utmoſt advantage to his early years, 
and to whom he had allowed ſomething to- 
wards their maintenance; from the time he 
had begun to receive the pay of his own 
labour, and for the laſt two years, they 


experienced the ſweets of plenty, having 


received, by his order, one Rey per 
week. 
8 4 5 Croſſing 
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Croſſing Oxford-road, two ladies paſſed | 


him very quick ; and getting into a hack- 
ney coach, it was ordered, by a voice he 
was ſure he knew, to drive to the Park, 
The lateneſs of the hour, and their being 
without attendants, rather ſtaggered him; 
yet, if ever he ſaw Miſs Edwin, or heard 
her ſpeak, it was her. A ſudden impulſe 
of curioſity tempted him to follow the 
coach, which, notwithſtanding being per- 
petually bid to drive on, went a very flow 
pace: they alighted at Spring-Gardens, 
and the moon ſhining bright, he ſaw he 
was not miſtaken ; they were hardly entered 
the Park, when they were joined by two 
gentlemen, and preſently the ladies were 
divided, both couples appearing Ry 
at eaſe with each other: 

| He could not poſſibly be with both par- 
ties; he tlierefore ſtuck to Cecilia, whom he 


followed at a diſtance, and found the walk 


was to be the end of the preſent meeting; 
for in half an hour, the lady who had ſe- 


parated from them, called to the other to 
80 they parted with the gentlemen where 
they 


they 
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they met, the ſalutations of both being! in 
French, which Wilkinſon did not under- 
ſtand. He could therefore make nothing 
out from what little he heard of their con- 
verſation; but certain of their perſons, 
and Anna in his head, he thought as this 
was, perhaps, the only time he might 
have to ſpeak to Miſs Edwin, he would 
not let it eſcape: there was a myſtery, an 
indecorum, in the interview he had been 
witneſs to, that gave him a courage he 
would, on any other occaſion, have wanted 
in addreſſing Miſs Edwin; but reſpect 
is incompatible with the diſcovery of a 
lady's intrigue. 

On pretence, therefore, of aſliſting them 
to the coach, he affected to. recognize Ce- 
cilia, Never was meeting with an old 
country acquaintance ſo mal-a-propes,— 
Fain would ſhe have denied herſelf, and 
finding that impoſſible, laughed at their 
being out alone ſo late. As a frolick, Wil- 
kinſon joined in their good humour, and 
jumped into the coach with. them, pro- 
teſting that his reſpect for her family would 

81 not 


130 N N 


not ſuffer him to leave them unguarded 


at that late hour. Indeed he had other 
motives—he had an ardent wiſh to be ad- 
mitted to half an hour's converſation with 
Miſs Edwin; which, now that Fortune had 
ſo particularly favoured him, by meeting 
her in ſuch a ſituation, at ſuch an hour, he 
hoped ſhe would not refuſe. 
A coquette is a being whoſe paſſion for 
admiration increaſes with being fed ; ſhe 
is ſo well with herſelf, that if a man puts 
on a ſpecious countenance in her preſence, 
The ſets him down as her own, and attri- 
butes the ſolemnity of his aſpect to the 
paſſion ſhe has inſpired. Let him be gay, 
The exerts all her artifice and cunning to 
rob him of the free enjoyment of his own 
ſpirits. —She never doubts his profeſſions, 
becauſe it is at firſt more generally her in- 
tereſt to appear the dupe of them. Her 
whole buſineſs with mankind is to enſnare 
and deceive; and knowing the inſignifi- 
cance of her own character, putting flirta- 
tion out of the queſtion, forms no expecta- 
tion of being approached by the male ſex on 


any 


N * 
any other ſubject but love and admiration, 


or in any other ſtyle but that of gallantry. 
Miſs Edwin perfectly recollected Wil- 


kinſon; but not ſenſible of any kind of 
buſineſs he could have with her, and her 


imagination ever on the wing for new con- 


queſt, ſne immediately concluded he was 
a victim to charms the believed irreſiſtible. 
True, he was a low country fellow, a-mere 
ideot; nevertheleſs if ſhe could but get out 
of this ſcrape, his ſtupidity might amuſe, 
and his oddity divert her. It would be 


pleaſant to rob him of his peace, and de- 


lightful, by a ſhew of happineſs, to lull. 


him into miſery. With this humane inten- 


tion, ſhe ſuffered him to preſs her hand ; 
nor attempted to repulſe the freedom of his 


' addreſs with any of her uſual bauteur. 


Her companion had not yet once broken 
filence, but fat trembling, in expectation 
of the event; while Cecilia, with an eaſy 
familiarity, entered into chat with the in- 
truder; not once apprehending but ſhe 


could frown him into obedience whenever 
it was convenient to diſmiſs him. She was 
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miſtaken; the low fellow was as invulne- 
rable to her ſmiles as unawed by her frowns, 
when it was intimated the ladies could now 
diſpenſe with his attendance. - Good hu- 
mour, gravity, ſcorn, anger, nor ſerious 
remonſtrances, had any effect on the vul- 
gar creature ! 

He ſtill perſiſted in ſeeing her home; 
and when there, having half an hour's au- 
dience.— At laſt, © they were not going 
© home.” — No! for heaven's ſake, where 
e then! It could be nothing to him 
« It was very unlike a gentleman to be 
© ſo troubleſome. nn He thought dit- 
« ferently: when he had the honour of 
c ſeeing Lady Edwin, which would be in 
« the courſe of a month, and told her when 
« and where he had met her daughter, 
« ſhe, he was ſure, would never thank 
te him for leaving her ſo expoſed to inſult.” 
« —Well then,” cried Cecilia, peeviſhly, 
<« we had ſome buſineſs at Madam Cham- 
« baud's, in St. James's-ſtreet, and the 


evening being fine, we were tempted to 


te ſtroll out ;—our carriage will attend us 
there. 


The 
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- The falſehood of this ſtory was not cal- 
f culated to inſpire Wilkinſon with much 
reſpect for his fair companions ; however, 
Cecilia promiſing ſolemnly to be at home 
to him at eleven next morning, he alighted ; 1 
and keeping the carriage in view, ſaw them 
get out at the milliner's, where, ſoon after, 
; an elegant vis-a-vis drew up, and the ladies 
having put off their calaſhes, got into it: 
g Jof this carriage, as they drove very faſt, he 
e foon loſt ſight. 
_ 2 This incident made it too late to viſit 
e his friend in the city, and he returned to 
-  Grofvenor-ſquare, where he was invited to 
f take his bed. 


1 

2 — 
e AT TER IK. 
* Type Suicide, 
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e Wiur«msoN, on his rifing next morn- 
ing, found the ladies ready dreſſed, and im 
s | patient to be gone. 


„ 2 2” 3 
« I know not the reaſon,” ſaid Mrs, 
Herbert, © but inſtead of the quiet repoſe 
I expected after the bleſſed news of yeſ- 
tc terday, which T hoped would have given 
« me, what I have long been deprived of, 
« a good night's reſt, I have been diſturbed 
te by the moſt horrid dreams, and waked in 
* terrors not to be ex [OT fear that 
« wretch, Tyrrel, is dead. 
Wilkinſon and Miſs Herbert did all they 
could to diſpel thoſe apprehenfions, which, 
Increaſing every moment, he propoſed going 
round by the Borough, and calling at the 
grocer's before they went to Mr. Herbert's: 
juſt as their route was ſettled, Mr. Edwin 
was announced. That gentleman was a 
ſtranger in his own houſe ; and his own 
family were the laſt people he thought of 
converſing with. His clothes were kept, 
and his ſervants reſided there; but except 
to change them, or fleep off the intemper- 
ance of a frolickſome night, it was the laſt 
place he was likely to be ſeen at. Some- 
times, but very rarely, he did Mrs. Edwin 
the honour of eating a filent dinner with 
her; 
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her; and once or twice, being preſſed to be 
of her party in the evening, expreſſed his 
extreme mortification and regret that an 
engagement prevented his having that ho- 
nour: ſince which, his happy wife had not 


| troubled him or herſelf any more on the 


ſubject. He had heard, with a /ang-froid 
peculiar to the character of a modern fine 
gentleman, the ſituation of Mr. Herbert. 
Anna was ſtill the object of his wiſhes ; 


| but his paſſions were now rather more in- 


tereſted in the diviſion of a pack of cards, 


and the chance of the dice, than on all that 


woman could beſtow. The obtaining her 
was attended with ſuch trouble, which he 


| hated, and ſo much time, of which he had 


not a moment to ſpare, that except now 
and then, when a very bad run at play, 
and the effects of conſtant diſſipation and 
immorality, in his courſe of life, brought 
ſomething like recolletion acroſs him, 
(which had been the caſe the day ſhe quit- 
ted Layton) he ſeldom beſtowed a thought 
on her, OE 


But 


296 A WW; A 
But he could not ſo far entirely ſurmount 
every prejudice of his juvenile years, as to 
bear of the misfortunes of Charles with the 
ſame indifference. He had ſlept at home 
the laſt morning; and waking earlier than 
common, with the head-ach, his ſervant 
was ſummoned with tea, which, while he 
was taking, without the leaſt reliſh, merely 
to diſpel the fumes of Champaign, Bates 
mentioned the ſtory of the murder, Charles's 
flight, and Mrs. Herbert's diſtraction, with 
the uſual additions and aggravations a tale 
generally meets in repeating. 

He immediately threw off the languor to 
which he had devoted the morning, and, 
dreſſing with the greateſt expedition, went 
to Groſvenor-ſquare, where he was received 
with a gratitude and affection, that gave 
him the firſt ſenſible pleaſure he had for 
ſome months experienced, except the four 
honours at a game at whiſt, or a lucky caſt 
of the dice; which, however, to do him 


juſtice, he was ſeldom ſo f as to en- 


counter. 
He 


— 
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| He took them in his carriage to the Bo- 
rough; and, during the ride, the warmth 
with which he eſpouſed the cauſe of her 
ſon, made Mrs. Herbert and n * 
in his praiſe. 


Under the thick veil, which his OW 


| fable purſuits ſpread over the mind of Ed- 


win, there yet exiſted ſome of the principles 


of humanity, honour, and generoſity. The 


happineſs he ſaw he imparted, exhilarated 
his own ſpirits; and the conſciouſneſs of be- 


ing now on a laudable purſuit, relieved 


him from the ennui which, of late, never left 
him but at the W or a ſtall worſe 
place. 


They found Mrs. Herbert had been a 


falſe propheteſs; for Tyrrel was better. He 
then accompanied them to the Fleet, Ed- 


win promiſing every good office in his power 


tor Mr. Herbert. 
- Mrs. Herbert, as I have kd: my 
reader, had long lived on terms of the moſt 


miſerable diſtruſt of a huſband ſhe tenderly 


and paſſionately loved.—Still he offended, 


and ſtill he was forgiven ; till the conſe- 


quence 
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quence of his indelicate connections had joi 
injured her health.—From that period the au 
declined his bed; and his conduct ſince had to 
been fo little adapted to heal the ſhock her M of 
virtuous, love for him had received, th Ml 
| the had gradually felt herſelf ſuperior to the thi 
man who was continually wounding her MW {hc 
pride and affection. Time had blunted WM eat 
the edge of thoſe injuries which had at firſt 5 
cut her to the ſoul; and ſhe had long ceaſed IM ref 
to think on his courſe of living with any iſ Ee 
other uneaſineſs than what a good and ge-ifl fro 
nerous heart ever feels for the internal peace il the 
of thoſe they are connected with, and her I co: 


fear for the future welfare of her family in- the 
ſpired.—His affairs were ſecrets to her, I cre 
but when her intereſt was wanting with her N W 
brother, which he chearfully exerted, as Iſl fec 
they were always gloſſed over by ſome I wh 
plauſible pretext - or other: — the hopes, N of 
therefore, of his reformation, gave her plea- i 
ſure; but the rapture of regaining his heart ¶ bu 
was out of her thoughts: all her perſonal I of 
love for him was transferred to her child- I ſhe 
ren; but duty and religion taught her to re- of 
Joice 
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joice in his abandoning his errors, and in- 


duced her to adopt every mode of conduct 
towards him that could render the new path 
of honour delightful. Tar 

Patty loved her father; and now that 
he could honour as well as love him, ſhe 
ſhould, ſhe ſaid, be the happieſt girl on 
earth. | 

Wilkinſon had reaſon, in point of inte- 
reſt as well as friendſhip, to wiſh it; and 
Edwin was reſolved to relieve his uncle 
from his diſtreſs With theſe diſpoſitions 
they approached the priſon. When the 
coach drew up, the ceremony of unlocking 
the gates, ſtruck Mrs. Herbert with a ſe- 
cret horror, and Patty gaſped for breath. 


8 Wilkinſon, obſerving how they were af- 


feed, propoſed their ſtaying in the coach, 
while he went up to o. appriſe Mr. Herbert 
of their viſit. 
Edwin would have Sm him; 
but Miſs Herbert, frightened at the looks 
of the place, and the ſtrange countenances 
ſhe ſaw paſſing to and fro, caught hold 
ot him, and begged him not to leave them. 
Several 
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Several people were crowded round the 
door, and more were gathering. The ele- 
gant carriage which ſtood fo near, was an 
object of curioſity.— The ladies pulled up 
the blinds next the door:—they knew not 
but the place was mann to be ſo 
thronged. 

Wilkinſon's ſtay being protracted beyond 
their ideas of any probable cauſe, Mr. 
Edwin offered to ſeek him. Still Patty 
clung to him in terror; and Mrs. Herbert, 
again giving way to the forebodings of her 
affrightened imagination, waited in pale 
and dreadful ſuſpenſe. The crowd in- 
creaſing to quite a mob, with ferious and 
earneſt faces, Edwin begged them to ſuffer 
him to leave them a few moments :—he 
could form no idea of what detained their 
friend—but it was proper to enquire ;— 
ſome accident might have happened to 
him ;— therefore he was permitted to go, 
and the blind again drawn up. 

In a moment, however, he returned with 


Wilkinſon. 


cc Oh, 


rel 
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« Oh, what has happened! what dread- 
« ful news have you to impart?” cried 
Mrs. Herbert, in agony, at ſight of the- 
terrified countenances of the two gentle- 
men; and finding the coach turning from 
the priſon, For the love of heaven, Sir, 
ſaid Patty, © tell us the worſt. Is my papa 
« dead ? Why do we leave this horrid 
place without ſeeing him! 
Stop the coach, Sir,” ſaid Mrs. Her- 
bert, © I inſiſt on it; J will know the worſt 
* bee I leave this ſpot.” 

Wilkinſon till fat in ſpeechleſs terror :— 
Edwin, hardly able to articulate, begged 
them to be pacified, and let the carriage 
drive on. 

« Ah no,” ſaid Mrs. 1 « ] came 


to viſit and adminiſter conſolation to my 


«© penitent huſband. I will not return till 


am ſure he is out of the reach of my 
« affiſtance, or till (which God forbid) I 
« know he has returned to his errors, and 

© refuſes it.“ 
F inding 1 it impoſſible to perſuade her to 
return in UNCErtainty; the carriage ſtopped. 
cc Why | 
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“Why don't you ſpeak, Mr. Wilkinſon : 4 
ſaid 1 
The tears which now flowed from his 
manly eyes gave him the power of utre- 
rance—he begged they would not aſk what I the 
would ſhock them to hear. Mr. Herbert the 
was really out of the reach of all aſſiſtance. ¶ offe 
„ What, is he dead then?“ - aſked Mrs. 


Herbert, in a voice of anguiſh, treſ 
te Not dead —but paſt every kind of bed 
« help.“ con 


« Not dead ! and ſhall I then turn my her, 

« back on the father of my children while “ f 
© he has life? Open the door—I can at “ f 
<« leaſt receive his laſt breath.” r 
It was in vain to oppoſe her. She puſhed “ I 
on, followed by her daughter, through the ¶ him 
crowd, who, finding ſhe was wife to the I her. 
unhappy man, in reſpe&ful pity, let her © 
paſs. Wilkinſon, with difficulty, got be-“ © 
fore her: ſhe followed up the ſtone ſtairs J“ 1 
to the door of the apartment to which he * c 
. „„ 
There, on a wretched bed, though the of 
beſt in the Priſon, lay Mr. Herbert; bis I tor 


eyes 
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eyes half cloſed, his jaw fallen, and in the 
laſt pangs of death. Several good-looking 
men, and one woman, were ſtanding near 
the bed: the curtains were open to admit 
the air—a ſilent horror ſeemed to reign in 
the minds of the ſpectators, who had been 


offering their unavailing aſſiſtance. 


« Oh! Herbert, Herbert!“ (ſaid the diſ- 
treſſed wife, ſinking on her knees by the 
bed-ſide; while Patty, not able to give a ſe- 
cond look at the horrid ſpectacle before 
her, hid her face at the feet) © is it thus I 
« ſee thee? — Are theſe the comforts I 
% fondly promiſed myſelf from thy re- 
« formation ?—Charles ! Dear Charles! 
« Doſt thou not know me?“ (looking on 
him for ſome moments, to ſee if he obſerved 
her.) 5 

« What is his diſorder ? Can nothing be 
© done for him, Mr. Wilkinſon, Couſin 
« Edwin? Gentlemen, are you of the fa- 
« culty ? Can you do nothing for him?“ 

A ſudden alteration in the heavy breath 
of the dying man calling all their atten- 
tion, at this inftant they gathered round 

him. 
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him. A gleam of ſenſe had re- animated 
his laſt moment; his eyes were lifted up to 
the face of his injured wife. While her 
tears were in big drops wetting his face as 
ſne hung over _ he A a deep ſigh, 
and expired. it fas . 

Mrs. Herbwh; mg in the arms of 
Edwin; and her daughter, unable to move 
from the ſpot where ſhe at firſt had ſunk, 
were objects that affected all preſent.— 
They were carried out of the ſcene of death 
into an apartment belonging to the keeper 
of the priſon, and attended by the gentle. 


men of the faculty, who had been vainly] 


called in to the dying man. 

As ſoon as, by the humane efforts of the 
people about her, Mrs. Herbert recovered, 
ſhe begged to know the particulars of the 
| ſad ſcene they had been witneſs to.—In this, 
however, Mr. Edwin and Wilkinſon poſi- 
tively refuſed to gratify her. — Ignorance, 
indeed, of his laſt act of violence, was far 
more eligible than to be indulged in her 
requeſt; and the reluctance every body ex- 
preſſed of entering into annie too fa- 

| | tally 
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tally confirming her moſt dreadful appre- 
henſions, ſhe was prevailed on to return 
with Mr. Edwin, leaving to Wan 
every care about the body. 

Miſs Herbert was ſo very mild in her 
own temper and diſpoſition, and ſo little 
acquainted with the effects of deſperation 
in others, ſhe had no ſuſpicion Mr. Her- 
bert's death was attended with any other 
uncommon circumſtances than its ſudden- 
neſs; and in this happy ignorance her 
er friends wiſely let her continue. She ſincere- 
+. I lamented her father, and grieved inceſ- 
ly MW fantly ſhe had not ſeen him, to receive his 

12 bleſſing before he had loſt his ſenſes. 
the Mr. Edwin gave them the ſtrongeſt invi- 
ed, tation to go to Portman-ſquare ; but Mrs. 
the Herbert knew too well the unfeeling diſ- 
1is, I poſition of the ladies there, to accept it: | 
vi: he therefore inſiſted on being her banker; 
ice, and promiſing to fave her the painful taſk 
fat of writing to Sir William, he left them. 
her In his way from them to Portman-ſquare, 
ex- the awful ſcene of the morning recurred to 
 fa- Mr. Edwin's recollection ;—the dreadful 
ally Vor. III. H finale 
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finale of a man, whoſe life had been de- 
voted to the ſame guilty pleaſures he was 
himſelf a flave to, could not but ſhock him 
exceedingly. He had an engagement for 
that day at the houſe of a famous courtezan 
in high life, where he was to have had the 
honour of being in company with ſome of 
the firſt young men of the age, in point 
both of birth and talents ; no diſgrace fol- 
lowing to either from the character of their 
hoſteſs; who, added to her beauty, was 
miſtreſs of every accompliſhment, and every 
art to murder time and baniſh reflexion :--- 


but ſhe was not now preſent ; and her em- 


pire over the ſenſes not being quite ſo 


ſtrong in abſence, as when the eyes were 


faſcinated with her charms, he formed a 
reſolution of ſtaying at home the whole 
day; not doubting but on an occaſion ſo 
folemn Mrs. Edwin would ſhut her doors. 

When his ſervant attended him, his firſt 
queſtion was after his lady and ſiſter. 

The man ſtared ;---ſo unuſual was the 
leaſt deſire in either of this worthy couple 
to meet, that he doubted his ſenſes : how- 
ever, 


K 
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ever, the uncommon gravity of his maſter 
convinced him he has in earneſt. 

ec They were out.” — 

« Did any company dine there?“ e 
was aſked. 

O yes; Count Maxwell and Col. 
« Mendez.“ 

Who the devil are they! . 

he gentlemen that dine here every 
tc day.“ | 

Mr. Edwin now ſtared in his turn : but 
feeling more hurt and aſtoniſhed than he 
choſe to ſhew, only deſired to know when 
his lady returned and then performed his 
promiſe to Mrs. Herbert, of writing to his 
father all that had come to his knowledge 
concerning the death of Mr. Herbert. 

Mr. Wilkinſon ſoon after called, as 
Mr. Edwin had requeſted, to inform him 
of every circumſtance he could learn re- 
ſpecting the deceaſed. He found that Mr. 
Herbert had been from the time of his 
moving to the Fleet-Priſon very buſy in 
arranging his papers—that he went not to 
bed. the night he came there—his ſervant, 

H 2 


who 


/ 


T 


who had lived with him twenty years, had 


begged him to take ſome refreſhment, but 


he could prevail for no more than a diſh of 
coffee.—The man ſaid, that after Wilkinſon 


and Collet had left him the night before, 


he had ſat down with renewed eagerneſs to 


his papers, and having tied them up in 
ſeparate parcels, with labels on each, which 


he finiſhed about four in the morning, he 
told his ſervant he would then go to reſt— 
that while he was undreſſing, he aſked, If 


he remembered his wedding? and being 


anſwered in the affirmative, he aſked him, 


If, then, when he received the hand of 


Miſs Edwin, he could have conceived he 
could ever arrive at ſuch a callous piece of 


villany as to ruin her and her children for 
ſuch a wretch as Nichols ?—That finding 


by his maſter's voice and manner he was 


greatly affected, he begged him to divert 


his thoughts from a ſubject ſo diſtreſſing, 


and call them to the happier proſpects that 


certainly awaited his new ſentiments—that 
he returned no anſwer, but ordered him to 


go to bed in a little cloſet adjoining his 


maſter's 
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maſter's bed's head.---Finding him, as he 
thought, aſleep this morning, he went very 
ſilently about his buſineſs, and having his 
chocolate ready, he ſat in expectation of 
his waking---that at eleven o'clock he went 
to his bed-ſide, and ſtooping to ſee if Mr. 
Herbert was awake, he perceived blood on 
the bed-clothes.—He immediately alarmed 
the place; when they found the unhappy 
man had cut his wriſt quite acroſs the 
artery, and was yet bleeding, although life 
ſeemed to have deſerted him. Every aſ- 
ſiſtance was inſtantly procured---it was all 
too late---he was ſuppoſed to have been 
bleeding from the time his ſervant left 
_ 


CHAP. Ii 


Modern Senſibility. 


Mx. Edwin was very much ſhocked at 
this tragical end of a man of pleaſure. The 
conduct of Nichols was far from ſurpriſing 

H 3 


him; 
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him; he knew that women who once ſwerye 
from the paths of virtue, ſeldom, very ſel- 
doin, ſtop at their firſt offence; and the 
diſſipated life he led taught him daily to 
know, that minds, in which honour and 
delicacy once reigned, when vice triumphed 
in their ſtead, were the ſureſt to be found 
in the oppoſite extreme, when once made 
the prey of man. It is a kind of awful 
juſtice, every libertine knows, in the caſe 
of his companion, though vanity may blind 
him as to his own, that men ſhould, in 
their turns, become the prey of the un- 
happy wretches they themſelves have robbed 
of feeling and conſcience; but that it ſhould 
be the fatal means of ſuch entire ruin was 
new and horrid ! A tranſitory reſolution to 
reform, for the firſt time, entered his mind 

but how was it to be effected? 
Anna, the ſweeteſt model of every per- 
fetion—could ſhe be procured, could his 
life of penitence be but begun by that one 
more ſin with her he could live ſequeſtered 
from the whole world : his wife might en- 
joy his eſtate: a little, with Anna, would 
. 
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be the exceſs of luxury: from her ſweet 
examples his mind and manners ſhould ac- 
quire the ſemblance of worth and honour. 
With theſe noble ideas of relinquiſhing 
vice, by plunging more deeply into it—of 
reſcuing himſelf from the latent reproaches 


of a guilty conſcience by the plauſible ex- 


cuſe of his own happineſs—he was inter- 
rupted by Wilkinſon's riſing to take his 
leave. He would not, however, ſuffer him 
to go, but inſiſted on his dining; promiſing 


to accompany him to Mrs. Herbert' „ 


the evening. 


A loud rap announced the return home 
of the ladies, and Edwin inſtantly went to 
Mrs. Edwin's dreſſing- room. Her ſurpriſe 
at ſo unuſual a viſitor was manifeſted in 
her countenance; and a formal curteſy on 
her ſide being anſwered with as polite a 
bow on his, Edwin, with caution and po- 
liteneſs, briefly acquainted her with the ca- 
taſtrophe of the morning, and hinted how 
kind it would be in her to attend the 
mourners, and bring them home with her 
—ſaid he was ſorry to find ſhe had com- 
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pany to dine with her; but he ſuppoſed he 
need not point out to her, that decency 
required their doors to be ſhut for a a few 
. 

Mrs. Edwin heard him with ſome degree 
of feeling and ſorrow, till he came to the 
part which required her to deprive herſelf 
of the ſociety ſhe liked; but that was too 
much; a woman of faſhion is above all 
forms but thoſe which, infringed, would 
loſe her the firſt place at the gold table, 


or deprive her of the admiration of the 
multitude. 


« It Mr. Herbert had bene himſelf, 

« by his folly, to ruin and death, what 
ee could that poſſibly be to her?” 

Or if Mrs. Herbert choſe to mourn 
cc at an event, which, really, ſhe could not 
« help thinking ſhould have a very diffe- 
« rent effect, it could be no ſort of reaſon 
« why ſhe ſhould break all her engage- 
eic ments. 
«© Indeed the thing could not be a0 


« She had appointments for every hour in 


c the 


he 


(0 


(0 
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the ſucceeding week; not one of which 
ſhe could break,” 


And as to the friends engaged to dine 


40 


cc 


c 


(0 


cc 


cc 


cc 


(c 


cc 
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there, they were men of rank; one of 
whom had made overtures of marriage to 
Cecilia; and as Mr. Edwin propoſed a 
friend of his own being admitted, ſhe 
ſaw no reaſon to exclude them; more 
eſpecially as it was not in her power to 
ſay ſhe knew where a card would meet 
them at this time of day.” 


« Overtures of marriage to -Cacitia | 
« 


Could ſuch have been received with 
propriety, Madam,” anſwered Edwin, 


without my knowledge? 


Oh, as to that, Sir,“ ſaid ſhe, “ had 


cc 


(c 


( 


cc 


it been poſſible to have known when and 


where to find you, Colonel Mendez 


would, I dare ſay, have paid you due 
reſpect !” 
Edwin felt the truth of this reproach ; 


but the perſon who had uttered it was 
equally an object of contempt and diſlike : 
her ſcornful air, therefore, as ſhe turned to 
the glaſs, had no other effe& on him, than 


8 increaſing 
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increaſing his diſguſt ; but the honour and 
wealth of his family, perhaps likely to be- 
come the prey of ſome needy adventurer, 
filled him with concern, and he reſolved 


to acquieſce with the viſit, in order to 


judge of the merits of the lover, and the 
manner in which he was received. Coolly 
bowing, he told her, ſhe would pleaſe 
herſelf, and he would have the honour of 
attending her in the drawing-room at ſix 
o'clock. 

When he joined Wilkinſon * he 
could not help mentioning this extraordi- 
nary conduct, both of his ſiſter and wife. 
The calamities of the day had entirely 


driven his appointment with Cecilia out of 


that young man's head; but the inſtant 
her name was mentioned, the adventure of 
the laſt evening, as well as his intention of 


ſtanding forth the champion of Anna, re- 


turned to his memory. 
As it wanted ſome time of their dinner 


hour, and his dreſs required alteration, he 
returned to Groſvenor-ſquare, leaving Ed- 


win fully determined now in earneſt to 
purſue 
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on 
purſue the only object on earth that ap- 
peared worth that trouble ; he therefore 
ordered Bates to attend him early next 
morning, intending to go to Layton; from 
whence he would not return till he had 
tried every argument which love and the 
offer of his large fortune could furniſh | 
him with. 


c HA P. IX, 
Embarraſſments. 


AT the appointed hour, the company met 
in Mrs. Edwin's drawing-room ; namely, 


the lady herſelf, Miſs Edwin, a Mrs. Cor- 


bet, Count Maxwell, Colonel Mendez, 
Mr. Edwin, and, introduced by that gen- 
tleman, laſtly, Mr. Wilkinſon. 

Miſs Edwin had flattered herſelf, by his 


not keeping his appointment, the boor was 


returned to the Welch mountains ; her con- 
H 6 fuſion 


Af 


* 
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fuſion and ſurpriſe, therefore, at the fight 
of him, uſhered in by her brother, was 


great, but not equal to his, on recogniſing, 


in the perſon of Mrs. Edwin, her companion 


in the Park; and in thoſe of the two gen- 


tlemen, their eſcortes; a diſcovery that, in 
his ignorant way of thinking, did not at all 
ſpeak to the credit of either party. Mrs. 
Edwin changed colour, as much as rouge 


an inch deep would ſuffer her; and indeed 


her confuſion was ſo viſible, Mrs. Corbet 


aſked her if ſhe was indiſpoſed? The ſer- 


vant juſt ſhewing himſelf at the door, as 


the ſignal for dinner, happily relieved her 


from a queſtion put with all the innocence 
in the world in mere malice. =_ 

The dinner paſſed without any of the 
party, except the one lady viſitor, doing 
credit to the delicacies before them. Colo- 


nel Mendez found himſelf exceedingly em- 


barraſſed at the piercing black eyes of Mr. 
Edwin, who ſeemed to look into a ſoul not 
very well prepared for ſuch a ſtrict ſcrutiny. 
He had, indeed, never appeared to ſo little 


advantage before his miſtreſs. An air of 


conſtraint 


co 
of 
he 


an 
lit 
th 
liſ 


re! 
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conſtraint clouded the uſual gaiety and eaſe 
of his mien — and ſtrange as it actually was, 
he found himſelf at a loſs for words. 

The Count was guarded in every look 
and action; he was a very fine figure, po- 
lite, and well bred, a foreigner by birth, 
though perfectly converſant with the Eng- 
lin tongue; he een eee and 
reſerved, + 

Mrs. Edwin was, at no time, a woman 
whoſe talents would much adorn her ele- 


vated rank ; ſhe was now particularly de- 


ficient, and not a little, by her behaviour, 
did ſhe add to the very poor opinion Wil- 
kinſon entertained of her. 

Cecilia, ſpite of her coquettry, of the pre- 
ſence of her lover, and of the diſagreeable 
rencontre with Wilkinſon, could not en- 
tirely hide her emotions, at the animated 
account given of Charles Herbert ; he was 
indeed no an indigent wanderer, his eſtate 
gone, his fortune ruined, himſelf and his 
family dependant on hers : there was no poſ- 
ſibility of indulging her partiality for him : 
—ſhe could not be ſo mean; yet his perſon, 

| © 
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his ſentiments, his manners, recurred in the to h 

moſt pleaſing forms to her imagination :— 0 1] 
ſhe gave them a figh.—What more has 2 Fra) 


coquette to beſtow on the unfortunate ?— | V 
and turned her willing ear to the flattery of ef 
the more proſperous Colonel. | full 


The parade and oftentation of the meal, | fon, 
rendered ſtill more tedious by the hurry on 

every body ſeemed in to get it over, was at 
length removed. 

Mr. Edwin was trying to draw the 
Colonel into a converſation he as induſtri- 
ouſly avoided, when Wilkinſon, as the la- 
dies were retiring, claimed Cecilia's promiſe 
of half an hour's audience. 

A requeſt ſo odd, at ſuch a time, ſur- 
prifed her brother, and alarmed the lover; 
which the perceiving, as well as the young 
lady's embarraſſment, added, if it would 
not intrude on the etiquette of form, he 
would be glad it might be in the 9 50 
company. g 

Cecilia, not daring either to FIR or ex- la 
Plain the manner in which the promiſe was 


obtained, ſilently ſuffered him to lead her 1 
2 nd « 
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to her ſeat, while Mrs. Edwin had recourſe 


| to her ſalts, which were brought in by 
Frajan. 


Wilkinſon's whole ſoul was in the cauſe 


of his beloved Anna; he boldly and man- 
fully expatiated on the beauty of her per- 
ſon, the extent of her underſtanding, and 
on the graces of her mind: he repeated 
many inſtances of the greatneſs of her ſoul, 


and che goodneſs of her heart; he brought 
to the mind of Cecilia the virtue and inte- 


grity of her friend, Mrs. Manſel; her up- 
| right conduct, and her unimpeached cha- 
racter: he mentioned it, as the pride of his 


heart, that it had been devoted to Miſs 


Manſel; and as his ſevereſt affliction, to 
have been rejected: he followed her to Lon- 
don, when he found ſhe might have been 
| ftill more advantageouſly and more honour- 
| ably eſtabliſhed; and then repeated the 
| cruelty and injuſtice with which ſhe had been 
treated; told them the calumny ſhe had 
lain under, both with reſpect to Mr. Edwin, 


and other as infamous charges: in conſe- 


quence of which, he added, in a voice 


choaked 
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choaked with the feelings of his heart, © She 
« is, at this moment, a deſerted, unpro- 
« tected fugitive, without money, friends, 
e or the means of procuring any :” and 

then ſolemnly demanded of Miſs Edwin 
her authority for the accuſations ſhe had 


thought proper to abet againſt a young per- 


ſon who had never offended her ? | 
This application was ſeconded by Mr. 


Edwin, whoſe ſurpriſe is not to be ex- 


preſſed at the a EE this harangue 
conveyed. 


- Miſs "PIER rang for 1 that lady 


had wiſely withdrawn herſelf ; — ſhe was 
gone out. 
cc What!” ſaid Miſe Edwin, « without 
« my leave? Well, it is of no import; 1 
« believe 1 have evidence you will not diſ- 
ute. 
all that Frajan had told her, and haughtily 
produced Lord Sutton's card, in confirma- 
tion of Anna's guilt. 
Whatever,“ anſwered Wilkinſon, “ was 
cc the ſituation or diſtreſs of Anna's infancy, 
« I am clearly convinced the actions of 


cc her 


She then repeated, in her turn, 


i WH N 161 


« her maturer years have been ſtrictly con- 
« ſiſtent with the moſt immaculate honour ; 
« and here,” he continued, © is a proof, 
« that whatever might be Lord Sutton's 
« ſentiments at that period, he has been 
| © convinced they were founded in error.“ 
To the unſpeakable aſtoniſhment of Miſs 
Edwin, and all preſent, he gave his Lord- 
ſhip's offer of marriage into the hands of 
Mrs. Edwin, who could now attend to what 
was going forward. After peruſing it, ſhe 
hinted her ſuſpicions of a forgery, in which 
| Miſs Edwin choſe to accord, though in her 
own mind ſhe was convinced, not only of 
its authenticity, but of the injury done our 
heroine. | 12 . 
The hand and ſeal could not be counter- 
feits. Lord Sutton's violent love-fit for her 
had gone off in a manner no leſs ſudden 
than ſurpriſing, and he had lately wholly 
declined viſiting in Portman- ſquare. Ce- 
cilia wanted not cunning and her penetra- 
tion at diſcovering ſchemes of iniquity was 
quick in proportion to her powers and in- 
clination for forming them; it was there- 
- « fore 
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| Sutton's motive, than to account for Fra- 


jan's, of winds fidelity ſhe had not a 
doubt. 

Wilkinſon aſked for, and was permitted 
to retain, Lord Sutton's card; and the ladies 
then retired, the gentlemen accompanying 
them, to their coffee, in order to attend them 
to the opera. 

Mr. Edwin, too much taken up with 
his own affairs not to think of his ſiſter's, 
very gladly ſuffered the gallant Colonel, for 
this time, to eſcape his farther obſervation; 
and the moment he could get rid of Wil- 
kinſon, his favourite ſervant was diſpatched 
to Layton, to inquire into the truth of the 
anecdotes he had juft heard; and, as ſoon as 
he had given him proper inſtructions, fol- 
lowed Wilkinſon, by appointment, to Grot- 
W 

Mrs. Herbert's grief for the Sreadful and 
ſudden death of her huſband was greatly 
mollified by her ſenſe of the reſignation due 
to the diſpenſations of that Being ſhe truly 
ſerved, without the parade or ſhew of be- 


ing 


earthly object: and now, that the unfortu- 
nate Mr. Herbert was no more, ſhe conſi- 
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ing righteous over-much—her concern for 


the welfare of her children was her firſt 


dered their claim on her as doubled. 
Mr. Wilkinſon's attention to her and her 


| intereſt, filled her with eſteem and grati- 


tude ; he knew all Mr. Herbert's affairs at 


| the works, and urged the immediate neceſ- 


ſity there was for her preſence at the caſtle : 
but there alſo was an execution as well as 
in the works; it was not, therefore, fit ſhe 
ſhould, in her preſent diſtreſſed ſtate of mind, 
go there, yet ſomething muſt be done; and 
although Wilkinſon was loath to lead e Lon- 
don, without hearing ſome tidings of Anna, 
his own wiſhes gave way to his grateful 
deſire of being of ſome uſe to Mrs. Herbert. 
When Mr. Herbert came, he found him 
reſolved on ſetting out for Wales as ſoon as 
the funeral of the deceaſed was over. This 
delay was rendered unneceſſary, by Mr. 
Edwin's promiſing to take on himſelf the 
whole direction of that, the care of Tyrrel, 
and every thing elſe in town, to render his 
. aunt 


. 
aunt as eaſy as the recent calamity would 
admit. He accordingly took leave of them 
over-night, in order to go early in the 
morning; and Edwin returned home again, 
to the ſurpriſe of his domeſtics, before ten 
o' clock, having called at the undertaker's, 
and given very liberal directions reſpecting 
the interment of Mr. Herbert; which, 
though as private as poſſible, he deſired 
ſhould be very handſome. 

Mrs. Edwin and Cecilia returned from 
the opera in the ſame company they went 


out with, though much mortified at the con- 


dolence of their friends on the ſnocking event 
in their family, which had told them, in 
pretty plain terms, the indecency of their 
appearing in public while the affair was ſo 
recent: indeed this was not the firſt thing 
that had happened in public very humi- 


liating to thoſe ladies, who had lately per- 


ceived, though their routs were ſtill crowd- 
ed, and the ſame quantity of tickets left at 
their door, that in private and ſelect par- 
ties, and in places where women, whoſe 
preſence carried propriety with it, reſorted, 
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they were often excluded. Their eſcortes 
at all places where they were ſeen, were cer- 
tainly of that ſtamp, that few choſe to diſ- 
pute with them the honour of their ac- 
| quaintance. 
Out of humour with themſelves, they the 
| more willingly liſtened to the entertainment 
offered by their eaux: but this they were 
ſoon deprived of; for the happy flow of 
| ſpirits poſſeſſed by Mendez, and the ſoft 
languiſhings of the divine Count, both va- 

niſhed at the ſight of Mr. Edwin. 
| Mrs. Corbet, a widow of ſmall fortune, 
but an expenſive eſtabliſhment, had, at din- 
ner, been particularly attentive to Edwin, and 
ſhe reſumed the ſame conduct at their return 
| home ; but as the gentlemen ſoon took their 
leave, and as her orders for her chair were 
not taken any notice of, ſhe could not de- 
cently out-ſtay them. In the time chat re- 
mained, nothing but wearineſs, conſtraint, 
and ill- humour, were viſible: after, however, 
agreeing that it was neceſſary to put on 
mourning, which, the ladies ſaid, was the 
| moſt . thing in the world, and ſet- 
| tling 
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tling the etiguette of what order of people 
was proper to let in, Mr. Edwin forced him- 
ſelf to aſk after their entertainment. 

« Oh! it was odious! nothing but fright; 
ce at the opera, though an immenſe crowd, 
ce the men lolling on each other's ſhoulders, 
ce wholly attentive to themſelves ; and the 
« women, nothing but impertinence and 
ce folly.” He took not the trouble to ac- 
cede to, or contradict, their opinions, but, 
formally wiſhing them a good night, left 
his wife and ſiſter to their own ſociety. 

The moment the polite huſband entered 
his library, his man appeared. The firſt 
glance of his countenance aſſured Mr. Ed- 
win he was full of news; and, indeed, fo 
he was. 3 


1H APTER + EXHI. 
Return to Anna. 


TE Situation in which we parted with 
our heroine was ſo intereſting and deplo- 
rable, that I make no doubt my reader will 


condemn 


ſt 
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condemn me for leaving her ſo long in n 
a ſtate. 

The fever was, as tniudiicarcl, of the 
eruptive kind; it was the ſmall- pox. The 


| agitation of her mind had forwarded the 


infection, which ſhe had received in walk- 
ing to Mrs. Wellers' the day before ; and, 
at the period I have mentioned of Edwin's 
ſending to the village, ſhe had not recovered 
her ſenſes. 333 
Bates found every thing, advanced by 


Wilkinſon, confirmed by the people of the 


place. Mrs. Wilſon, who did not know 


him, aſſured him Anna was gone off with 


Squire Edwin, which he did not think ne- 
ceſſary to contradict; and this being all the 
information he could by any means col- 
lect, he left Layton. 

In returning through the city, he recol- 
lected his ſiſter, who, having loſt her 
huſband, a maſter of a man of war, was 
come to town to receive ſome prize-money 
due to him, and get her penſion. She had 
twice dined at the ſecond table, in Port- 
man-ſquare; and, as he e ſne would 

ſoon 
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ſoon be leaving town, took the opportunity 
| of annie at her lodgings. 14 
Ile aſcended the ſtairs to her aparanent, 
without ſeeing any one; but, when he en- 
tered the front room, he was ſurpriſed to 
find his fiſter and her landlady in tears, and 
a large quantity of phials on the mantle- 
piece: which ſurpriſe was increaſed with 
their hiſtory of the 'matter that occaſioned 
fuch an appearance.—His ſiſter was the 
very identical Mrs. Hughes, who had ſo hu- 
manely given up her bed to Anna, 
Bates was ſtruck with the account, 
which tallying, in point of time, with the 
abſence of Miſs Manſel, he begged to ſce 
Wer. N 
' Swelled as was her lovely face, and in- 
flamed as were her eyes, he inſtantly knew 
her, as ſhe lay reſtleſs and talking inwardly, 
but of what he could not make out. The 
Joy this diſcovery gave him may be con- 
ceived to be great, as he knew the genero- 
ſity of his maſter, in affairs where his plea- 
| ſures were concerned, to be unbounded; 


however, he took care to conceal his Know- 


ledge 
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ledge of the poor ſtranger, till he ſhould re- 
| ceive his maſter's commands, and left them 
with a promiſe to call the next morning. 
Mr. Edwin gratified him beyond his moſt 
ſanguine expectation; and charged him to 
return, as he had appointed, and pet his 
ſiſter, at any rate, to their intereſt ; to order 
a phyſician ; to let nothing be wanted; to 
charge Mrs. Hughes, if Anna recovered 
her ſenſes, never to drop a word of him, or 
his family ; and, finally, to inquire if the 
loſs of her beauty would be the ns 
of her diſorder. 
Bates faithfully executed his commiſſion ; 
but finding his ſiſter rather nicer in the 
| matter than he expected, or thought neceſ- 
fary, he bound her to the moſt ſolemn pro- 
miſe not to betray the name of the friend, 
who would wiſh to ſupport Anna, to her, 
Il A proper nurſe was then procured, and a 
n- phyſician ſent for, moſt famous in the dif- 
o- order; and Bates had the good luck to carry 
a- his maſter two very acceptable pieces of 
; news, namely, that the Doctor gave the 
W- greateſt hopes of preſerving both the life 
Se Vor. III. E an 
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and beauty of his patient.— Again he was 
rewarded, and again diſpatched with freſh 
orders to ſpare nothing that money could 
purchaſe, and to obſerve, with reſpect to 
Mr. Edwin, profound ſecrecy. 

Mrs. Hughes was a widow of twenty. 
eight; the beſt-tempered creature in the 
world: her father was a tenant to the late 
Mr. Turbville, and now to young Edwin, 
on an eftate adjoining Sir William Ed- 


win's.— Bates, her brother, had been taken 
very young to wait on his preſent maſter, i 


and had now lived with him twelve years; 
had been the tour, and indeed was the 
faithful repoſitory of all his ſecrets. The 
confidence his maſter repoſed in him, was 
well known not to be of the moſt laudable 
nature; and this good woman would hav! 
been far more ſatisfied to have ſupported 
the unknown young perſon, at her own ex- 
| pence, than to have been ſo aſſiſted, under 
ſuch injun&ions, becauſe the whole coun- 


try round Dennis Place not only loved, but Ire 
feared the Edwin family too much, to do ſp 
any thing that could ſubject them to their 


reſent- 
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reſentment. Not daring to diſobey the or- 


ders of Mr. Edwin, ſhe was yet very much 
diſſatisfied on being ſo reſtrained : —every 


day and hour brought freſh inſtances of Mr. 
Edwin's ſolicitude for Anna's recovery, 


and the ſeventh day her ſenſes returned; 
but what a ſtate did ſhe find herſelf in! 

As ſoon as her mental powers reſumed 
their place, and recollection returned, what 


a dreadful gloom preſented itſelf! She had 


but a faint remembrance of accepting Mrs. 
Hughes' bed, but all the preceding events 


came unſought into her ſickening imagina- 
tion. The violence of the fever abated 
with the turn of the diſorder; but ſhe was 
fo weak as to be unable to ſpeak, and ſo 
ſore as to be unable to move: the tears, 
that guſhed from her eyes, were the firſt 
proofs, to the women about her, that ſhe 


Jas ſenſible. 


Their attention and tenderneſs were re- 
doubled ; every thing, that could ſoothe or 
revive her, was done; and, as ſhe grew 
ſtronger, every painful retroſpect avoided : 
but it was not in the power of their kind- 
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neſs to baniſh the Killing thoughts wita 
which her ſituation filled her. 

The more ſhe was obliged to thoſe hu- 
mane ſtrangers, the more the idea of the 
expence and trouble they had been at 
afflicted her: ſhe regretted, in the agonies 
of her ſoul, the preſerving her exiſtence, 
which ſeemed, from her infancy, to be de- 
Voted to miſery; and her extreme grief 
not only counteracted the effect of thoſe 
- medicines which were preſcribed, but kept 
her in ſo weak a ſtate, that the Doctor be- 
gan to be apprehenſive for her life. 

Bates was conſtantly there three times 1 
day ; and this piece of ill news he did not 
fail to carry to Mr. Edwin, who, diſtracted 
at the thoughts of now loſing her, contrived 
(as he ſuppoſed, with great reaſon, her low 
ſtate was brought on by the diſtreſs of her 
circumſtances) a plan, from which, he 
hoped, the moſt favourable conſequences 
would enſue, 

He had got into his poſſeſſion the two 
letters Mrs. Manſel had written to Anna, 
a by their help, procured one to be 


Wr itten 
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| written, as from that good man, expreſſing 
| the moſt paternal ſolicitude for her reco- 

very, aſſigning his. own infirm ſtate of 
health as the reafen he came not himſelf. 
WW He told her he had, by means of a friend, 
WW traced her with great difficulty, and in- 
dloſed a bill for thirty pounds, recommend- 


| fible. 
| This letter was delivered her by the late 
Mr. Herbert's footman, a man whom ſhe 
well knew, and who being now wholly de- 
| pendent on Mr. Edwin, he could not doubt, 
the fidelity of. 

Anna wept, and aſked a thouſand queſ- 
tions of the man, who promiſed to call again 
before he left town. The great trouble 
her malady had occaſioned in the houſe 
where ſhe was, rendered this bill very ac- 
ceptable; though it was accompanied with 
regret at being ſtill in want of the ſupport,, 
ſhe knew her paternal friend could ill ſpare. 


% However, with the firſt gleam of plea- 
5 fure they had ſeen on her countenance, ſhe 
be inſiſted on paying them for their attendance, 
en 


24 | and 


| ing it to her to keep as concealed as poſ- = 
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and what they had diſhurſed for her. This, 
Mrs. Hughes was inſtructed to gratify her 
in; and, having made out a very trifling 
account, was handſomely paid. The Doc- 
tor too took his fees from her ; and now a 
little more at eaſe, ſhe recovered her ſtrength 
and ſpirits. The diſorder, though very 
thick on her body, had been remarkably 
favourable to her face. She had yet money 
enough to ſupport her for a little time, and 
to purchaſe a few neceſſaries ſhe wanted. 


CHAPTER IXIV. 
| Medtings of Old Friends. 


T HE firſt day Anna was able to ſit up to 
dinner, Mrs. Hughes, with the woman of 
the houſe and her daughter, partook, at her 
requeſt, of the little repaſt; which when 
ended, ſhe thanked them ſeverally for 
their great kindneſs; adding, that as the ap- 
Pearance of ſuch a young creature, thrown 
upon 
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upon their charity in ſo remarkable a man- 


ner, who neither then, nor now, ſeemed to 


be the care or concern of any body, and 
who really was more deſtitute of relations 
than, God be praiſed, ſhe was of friends, 
fince the knew ſhe had one of the latter de-. 
ſcription, though ſhe was not bleſſed with 
any of the former, muſt have excited their. 
curioſity ; a curioſity fo natural, that if it 
were untinctured with doubts to her difad- 
vantage, their confidence muſt be the reſult 
of their own goodneſs of heart : ſhe would, 
therefore, tell them the ſad claims the had 
on their humane feelings, 
« Alas! (continued ſhe, weeping) « the 
accident that brought me here is not the 
“ firſt by which I have been left, a miſer- 
e able orphan, on the pity of ſtrangers: I 
am not acquainted with my own name; 
the one I go by 1s that of the friend, to 
whoſe paternal love I owe the power of 
repaying the pecuniary obligations I was 
under to you. You have before you, 
my good friends, the child of ſorrow, the 
daughter of charity. What, or who my 
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parents were, or whether I am by blood 
connected with a living being, I know 
not. The perſon ſuppoſed to be my fa- 
ther died at a ſtrange lodging, where he 


had not ſo much as ſlept; and I was 
taken from thence by a clergyman,” 


Who, merciful God!“ exclaimed the 


landlady of the houſe, trembling with eager- 
nels, © was that clergyman's name Dalton?” 


Anna, aſtoniſhed, anſwered it was. 
And your's, my dear child,” ſaid the 
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woman, © 1s Anna. Oh! my ſweet crea- 


ture! (embracing her) have hope, have 
confidence in the wiſdom, as well as the 
mercy of that Being, who, in a more 
dreadful ſtate than that of deſerted in- 


fancy, conducted you a ſecond time to 


the ſame humble inſtrument of his good- 
neſs for preſervation! Yes, my child, it 
was at my houſe your father expired, and 
neceſſity only could have prevailed on 


me ever to reſign you, though I could 


not doubt Mrs. Dalton's care of you; 
but now we part no more.” 
| Anna, 
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Anna, having been told the perſon at 
whoſe houſe ſhe was left was dead, could 
hardly credit the woman's aſſertions; the 


| particulars, indeed, had never been willingly 
| entered on by Dalton; and when, by dint 


of perſevering intreaties, he could be drag- 


| ved into the ſubject, he told her no perſon 


was now living, but himſelf, that was in 
any way witneſs to the ſudden diſſolution of 
her parents, who were foreigners. When 
ſhe repeated thoſe circumſtances to Mrs. 
Clark (it was indeed her) and the viciſſi- 


| tudes of her life, ſhe again and again em- 
| braced-her, calling her by every endearing 


epithet, and bid her look forward, with cer- 
tain hope, to the events of a life ſo mira- 
culouſly preſerved. — © My dear child,” 


ſaid ſhe, “ what end could that man, who I 
e always believed a good Chriſtian, have in 


« deceiving you, I cannot think: it is now 
© many years ſince I loſt all trace of him 
« or you; and my own circumſtances get- 
ce ting from bad to worſe, he might not be 
ce more ſucceſsful in his inquiries after me; 
« but he has in poſſeſſion things you ſhould 

5 935 % cer- 
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< certainly be acquainted with, which might 
< lead to a diſcovery of your family—your 
.« father, I am ſure, was a gentleman.” 
She then told her every circumſtance that 
happened both to him and the woman who 
accompanied him; te which was added, 
the account of what effects were left: the 
value of the watch and rings was not the 
object that moſt ſtruck them; it was the 
entire concealment of them and the box cf 
papers. 5 5 
While the ſad e of the event, 
which had deprived our heroine of every 
natural friend, and expoſed her to the ma- 
nifold evils of poverty and the cutting ne- 
ceſſity of being dependent on ſtrangers for 
ſubſiſtence, filled her with grief and agony: 
ſhe could not help joining in admiration 
at that Providence, which guided her ſteps 


to the habitation of the only perſon in the 


world, beſides the Daltons, who could give 
her, from their own knowledge, information 


of what was of ſo much conſequence for 
her to know, 


Mrs. 
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Mrs. Clark proteſted ſne never more 
ſhould leave her, except for her own ad- 
vantage, or till ſomebody owned her — 
and, perceiving the ſorrow this hint excited, 
charged her to keep up her ſpirits, ſince 
ſhe was ſure her life had not been ſo evi- 
dently the peculiar care of heaven for no- 
thing.“ Here, only think,” ſaid ſhe, 
«© what a bleſſing it is you ſhould have 
« ſuch an education to ſet off your ſweet 
« face; and now that face ſo charmingly 
« preſerved: and then, again, you ſee in 
© how many inſtances you have met with 
« {uch good friends :—you muſt take the 
; « bitter with the ſweet; and all, I am ſure, 
r « will be for the beſt.” 
| The effuſions of a joyful heart were vi- 
n fible in all Mrs. Clark's words; but, not- 
BF vithſtanding her confidence in the princi- 
© ples of the reverend teacher, ſhe had at 
| times very ſtrong ſuſpicions that the trunk 
n contained ſomething he wiſhed not to be 
known; and his fo induſtriouſly conceal- 
ing from Anna, that, and every other cir- 


* F cumitance that could lead to any know- 
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_ ledge of her family, now as ſtrongly eon- 
firmed thoſe ſuſpicions, She was in reality, 
what He appeared, ſober and religious; 
her outward profeſſions were perfectly con- 
ſiſtent with the principles on which her 
actions were founded. She was ſtill a mem- 

ber of a Methodiſt ſociety; and for thoſe \ 

_ tenets ſhe had the ſtrongeſt partiality. To 0 
ſuppoſe a miniſter, who was held in high h 
eſtimation among the preachers of her ſect, tl 
: guilty of wronging an orphan, under the b 
ſanction of charity, was ſcandaliſing the fe 
whole body, and was what ſhe wiſhed to at 


2 — — — — 


avoid; more eſpecially as it might not be h; 
ſo. He might have motives for his con- Pl 
duct perfectly conſiſtent with his ſacred w 
character, though not requiſite to be made w 
public; but thoſe ſhe was reſolved to in- W 
quire into. Without, therefore, hinting at th 
her deſign, ſhe contented herſelf for the be 
preſent with ſhewing every kindneſs to tic 
Anna, who was again brought under her 
roof in fo deſtitute a ſituation. She could, tri 
ſhe ſaid, not doubt, but Providence meant Ve 
her to be the humble means, either of re- he 


ſtoring 
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ſtoring her to her family, or preſerving her 
from ſome dreadful evil which might elſe 
have awaited her; and therefore, poor as 
ſhe was, ſhe was ſure ſomething would turn 
vp to enable her to keep her. 

The words of the good enthuſiaſt ſtruck 
Mrs. Hughes very forcibly her own ideas 
of the plot laid by Mr. Edwin convinced 
her they were indeed too pregnant with 
truth, and half converted her to the faith 
by which they were inſpired ; being fully 
fatisfied in her own mind, his particular 
attention to ſuch a young perſon could 
have but one end. Her conſcience re- 
proached her for concealing ſuſpicions ſo 
well founded; but the prejudices of her 
whole life were too ſtrong for her good 
wiſhes; ſhe therefore reſolved to haſten 
the concluſion of her buſineſs, which had 
been already delayed beyond her expecta- 
tion, and leave town as ſoon as ſhe could. 

Anna, once more with a real friend, and 
treated with maternal indulgence, reco- 
vered daily; and Mrs. Clark bringing ta 
her mind ney her loſt friend Mrs. 

Manſel, 
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Manſel, the Llandore family likewiſe ob- 
truded themſelves on her ideas. The ſuit 
of clothes ſne had embroidered for Lady 
Edwin, ſo much admired, gave her the 
hint of a mode by which ſhe might per- 
haps procure the means of ſubſiſtence, 
more flattering to her pride than going 
to ſervice. She had no ſooner mentioned 
it to Mrs. Clark, than ſhe ſallied out in 
queſt of work. 

But whether it was her appearance, which 
was that of a primitive Chriſtian, in a plain 


black ſattin bonnet and cloak, a light- 


brown fine camblet gown, ſmall ſharp fea- 
tures—or whether ſhe happened to apply 
to ſhops who were, as they ſaid, over- 


ſtocked with hands, ſhe returned tired and 


_ unſucceſsful. 

Poor Anna was much diſappointed ; but 
recollecting the perſon who got the trim- 
ming made for Lady Edwin, employed a 
great number of people, as ſhe had heen 
once at his houſe with that lady, ſhe re- 
ſolved, as ſoon as her health would permit 
her to go out, to try her own luck. 


In 
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In the mean while, Mr. Edwin, having 
ſettled all Mrs. Herbert's affaire, and paid 
the expence of Tyrrel's accident, began to 
grow impatient to ſee our heroine. Mrs. 
Hughes, however, inſiſted he ſhould not 
come to her lodgings without leave from 
Anna. Her inconvenient ſcruples greatly 
embarraſſed him : he had no hopes of ob- 
taining ſuch a permiſſion while ſhe was 
there; he therefore inſiſted on her imme- 


diate removal; which ſhe was obliged to 


comply with ; and returned to Wales with- 
out completing her buſineſs. 


CHAPTER IX. 
The Married Lover. 


Kon N then flattered himſelf little 
trouble and leſs reſiſtance would attend the 


completion of his deſires, and began his 


operations with great ſpirit. He inquired 
tor her as a ſtranger, and was immediately 
ſhewn 
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mewn to the apartment Mrs. Hughes had 


this viſit were equal; it affronted her vir- 
tue, it alarmed her pride. Reduced by 
her illneſs, weak and languid, ſhe was an 
intereſting and affecting object. Edwin's 
heart was by no means callous to the feel- 
ings of humanity : he apologized for his 
intruſion ; and with tenderneſs and delicacy 
(when the had recovered her firſt alarm) 
made the moſt flaming profeſſion of a 
violent attachment ;—offered her a carte 
| blanche, and, throwing himſelf at her feet, 
vowed it was impoſſible for him to exiſt 
without her. SE 
The innate love of virtue, and the natu- 
ral abhorrence of vice, implanted early in 
the mind of this amiable girl, would have 
filled her with horrour at ſuch a propoſal 
from any one; but in this inſtance, it was 
aggravated by her knowledge of his recent 
marriage, his family connections, and by 
her ſenſe of juſtice and propriety ; yet her 
indignation being really againſt the vice, 
while the ſon of Lady Edwin, the relation 
| 5 
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left. Anna's furpriſe and diſpleaſure at 


„/ SOA. .p.s 


MX 4k wu 


of the Herberts, was on thoſe accounts the 
object of her compaſſion, ſhe coolly and 
diſpaſſionately rejected, in the moſt unequi- 
vocal terms, all his offers; remonſtrated: 
with him on the barbarity of his conduct 
to his wife, and the ſcandal. ſuch a mode 
of living, if adopted, muſt entail on his 
family. Eloquent in the cauſe of honour, 


ſhe intreated him to have ſome concern for 


the peace of his worthy mother, and ſome 
regard for the credit of his own poſterity, 


which he knew to be of ſuch conſequence 


to Sir William and Lady Edwin. 


| He, in return, denied the charge of bar- 


barity to his wife, as ſhe had quite as little 
feeling for him as he could poſſibly have 
for her. His mother, his family, and his 
poſterity, would have reaſon to bleſs her, 
if, by accepting his offer, ſhe would con- 
deſcend to be his ſweet guide through life. 
He had no joy at home, no pleaſure 
abroad : his fortune was already impaired 
by the want of happineſs in his domeſtic. 
circle; ſince he had run from one evil to 
Mother, in vain ſearch of the content he 

found. 
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found it abſurd to ſeek at home. Had 
his parents really conſulted his happineſs, 
would they have joined him, by their en- 
gagements, ſo early in life, to a woman he 
could not help deſpiſing? In the union 
formed for him, they had conſidered neither 
his taſte nor inclinations. He would go 
abroad with her: ſhe ſhould there bear his 
name, and ſhare his fortune :—he would 
give the world, if he had more to offer 
her. | 
He was here interrupted by our heroine, 
who ſaid ſhe was grieved to find he could 


be at ſuch eaſe with himſelf, on ſo wicked 
a propoſal, as to attempt ſuch a juſtifica- 


tion: ſhe could, therefore, only beg him 
to have ſo much compaſſion for her ſitua- 


tion, as to refrain teazing her; and ſo much 
reſpect for unoffending innocence, as to for- 


bear inſulting her farther: it would anſwer 
no purpoſe; he would find her principles 


were not. to be corrupted; and, as to her 


inclinations, ſhe had told him long ago, 
and ſhe now ſolemnly repeated it, were it 
in his power to err her marriage, with the 


full 
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full conſent of his family, poor, deſtitute, 
and almoſt friendleſs as ſhe was, they were 
too fervently engaged to admit one doubt 
of her rejection, not only of him, but the 
whole world. . 
Mr. Edwin wanted not underſtanding or 
knowledge of the female heart; he could 
not therefore doubt but the lips of Anna 
ſpoke the language of hers. Mortifying as 
was this conviction, it did not prevail on 
him to forego a ſuit, in which all his deſires 
were ſo intereſted: the greater the difficulty, 
the more valuable the conqueſt. The place 
of her reſidence was wholly unknown to any 
but himſelf; ſne was poor, and, but for him, 
muſt have wanted common neceſſaries; ſhe 
would yet want them, if he withheld his 
bounty. He found, in her flight from Dal- 
ton'si her repugnance to Sutton; and, though 
he knew not all the circumſtances, he na- 
turally ſuppoſed the more the report of her 
being with him was believed, the leſs likely 
ſhe would be to find any other protector. 
While, therefore, he could contrive to keep 
her concealed, while ſhe continued diſtreſſed, 
| he 
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be had hopes; and, while there were hopes, 
be would perſiſt. Affecting to be moved 
by her arguments, he then endeavoured to 
prevail on her to ſuffer him to viſit her as a 
friend, and to ſupply her with any money 
ſhe might have occaſion for. Anna abſo- 
lutely refuſed both; and he was obliged to 
leave her, with no hope of ſucceſs to his 

wiſhes, but thoſe founded on her diſtreſs. 
From her he went immediately to Dalton's, 


and told them, haughtily, he was come to 


ſee Miſs Manſel's clothes ſent her. The 
poor parſon was ſtruck into confuſion at 
chis requiſition: Was it poſſible? Could 
Anna be with Mr. Edwin at laſt? Farewell, 

then, to all his hopes from his noble patron. 
In the ſame ſtyle of proud ſuperiority he 
, was told to deliver every thing belonging to 
Anna. Irrefolute how to act for the beſt, 
that is to ſay, moſt for his own intereſt, he 
anſwered, a gentleman in the neighbour- 
hood had put his ſeal on her trunks, at her 


own defire ; that gentleman was ſent for,. 


and acquainted with. the demand, 


Door 
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Doctor Collet, ſurpriſed, and indeed ſorry, 
to ſee this undoubted proof of her being 
with Mr. Edwin, anſwered, If Miſs Man- 
{el had ſent for her things, he preſumed 
the gentleman would produce her writ- 
ten order. No; it was not of conſe- 
quence; he was known, and would be 
anſwerable for her actions; he was ready to 
pay him, and inſiſted on having the trunks, 
and bid them detain them at their peril. 
Dalton, recollecting all was ow over, 
with their hopes of che friendſhip of the 
Peer, and conchuding this would be the laſt 
advantage he could expet from his late 
ward, contrary to the advice of Mr. Collet, 
he greedily ſeized this laſt occaſion of poc- 
keting a ſum of money on her account, and 
received from Mr. Edwin a draft for one - 
hundred and fifty pounds, for her lodging, 
board, education, and cloathing. He then 
delivered her effects to the young libertine, 
who, hugging himſelf on his ſucceſs, ſens 
them in a hired cart, in his name, to an 
hotel, of no great eminence for its modeſt 
company, and preſently left Layton. Dr. 

YER Collet, - 
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Collet, with a rueful countenance and diſ- 
appointed mind, went firſt to Mrs. Wellers, 
to whom he related the viſit of Mr. Ed- 
win, lamenting with her the depravity of 
the times, and concluding they had been 
too ſanguine in the acquittal of Anna, who, 4 
however blameleſs hitherto, had, at laſt, en- be 
tirely forfeited all claim to eſteem; and then a 


returned home to write to Mr. Herbert. cc 

Mr. Edwin, highly ſatisfied with his prize, Pt 

reſolved to make a merit of reſtoring it to de 
Anna, at the ſame time he knew it would 

ruin her in the opinion of every friend; but fo 

that was a trifle beneath his thought. Elated in 

with his ſucceſs, he went to Brookes's, and WI 

from thence was engaged in a ſcene of diſſi- mi 

pation, to give it the tendereſt of names, his 

dhat put our heroine. out of his head for a ba 

few days. 187 5 laſ 
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CHAPTER LXVI. 


T be bee. | 


Tre health and ſtrength 4 our 1 
being now conſiderably reſtored, dreſſed in 
a clean plain morning gown, ſhe took a 
coach to Pall Mall, and alighting a few 
paces from the door, walked to the embroi- 
derer's. 

Mr. Deſmoulins was a Frenchman, and a 
fop, but very ingenious, and in high vogue 
in his way among the firſt people. His 
| wife, to whoſe former huſband he was fore- 

man, was an Iriſh virago, old enough to be 

i his mother, extremely jealous of her huſ- 
l band's love and her own authority, which 
laſt ſhe could not bear ſhould be invaded, 

by one whom ſhe had raiſed to the honour 

of her bed and the profits of her trade, 

from a ſtate of indigent ſervitude. Mon- 

fieur, on his part, conceiving the felicity of 

bis hand at the altar, and the poſſeſſion of 

| |} tis moſt charming perſon, ſo. far from fairly 
| purchaſed 
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purchaſed by the change in his fortune, had 
been thrown away on an ungrateful woman, 
not ſenſible of her extreme good bargain, 
felt not the leaſt diſpoſition to give way to 


the imperious temper of his lady, or to dif. 


ſipate her jealouſy by not converſing with 
thoſe ſhe diſliked, namely, all who were 
younger or more agreeable than herſelf, or 
by exhibiting any partjcular proof of fond- 
neſs for her; in ſhort, the whole pleaſure 
and delight of this happy pair was to thwart 
and contradict each other. Whatever Mrs, 
Deſmoulins approved, was ſure, with the 
_ utmoſt politeneſs and civility, to be diſap- 
proved by her huſband ; and whatever was 
Propoſed by him, was fure to be oppoſed 
- by his wife, though to little purpoſe ; for, 
though Monſieur proteſted it was with great 
regret and extreme mortification he varied 
from her opinion, he never gave up his 
point. 
On inquiring for Mr. Deſmoulins, Anna 
was ſhewn into a back ſhop, where, aſſort- 
ing of patterns, fat this amiable couple. 


people 


The ln who ſeldom roſe from her ſeat to 
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people that came on foot, glanced ſcorn- 
fully at our heroine; nor would ſhe, had 
- Anna's figure been leſs captivating, have 


probably farther noticed her. Mr. Deſ- 
moulins, without looking up, demanded 
how he could have the honour of obeying 
her commands? Anna bluſhed, hefitated— 
bluſhed again. The lady fired at the fight : 
this was ſome miſtreſs of her huſband's, 
who could be ſo confuſed on no other ac- 
count than her happening to be preſent— 

« Why don't you ſpeak, young woman?“ 
ſaid ſhe, in atone that almoſt petrified her; 
while 1t called the man's attention from 
what he was about, who, more in oppoſi- 
tion to his wife than in compaſſion to her 
confuſion, begged ſhe would compoſe her- 
ſelf, and let him know to what happy ac- 


cident he owed the honour of. ſeeing her, 


and intreated ſhe would inform him how 
he could have the pleaſure of obeying her 
commands ? The extreme politeneſs of the 
huſband was not leſs embarraſſing to Anna, 
than the unprovoked rudeneſs of the wife. 
After many efforts to uſher in her requeſt, 

Vol. III, 6 in 
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in a manner leaſt likely to give offence, ſhe 
at length ſtammered out a petition to be 
employed which was inſtantly negatived 
by the wife, and granted by the huſband. 
He did not, however, forget to enquire 
what ſecurity ſhe meant to. give him for 
the work he ſhould entruſt her with. A 
queſtion ſo. new and unexpected, ftruck 
her into a confuſion, of which Mrs. Deſ- 
moulins did not fail to make her advan- 
tage, by remarking, that none but a fool 
would think of employing her: —an inſi- 
nuation the leaſt likely of all others to 
leſſen his confidence. He, therefore, re- 


and deaf to her keen remonſtrances, gave 
our heroine an elegant waiſtcoat, content- 
ing himſelf with her addreſs inſtead of a 
bondſman. She returned home, too much 
elated to attend to the ill- breeding of Mrs. 
Deſmoulins, and told Mrs. Clark, in rap- 
tures, of her ſucceſs. A ſecond-hand frame 
was immediately purchaſed, and the work 
began with ſuch eagerneſs, ſhe would hardly 
ſpare any time for eating and reſt. Mr. 

Edwin 


gardleſs of his wife's ſarcaſtical expreſſions, 


„„ 
Edwin called in vain at her door; his letters 
were returned unread, and every offered 
favour declined with reſolution and con- 
fiftency. No princeſs could be happier 
than Anna Manſel while ſo laudably em- 
ployed. The waiſtcoat was enn finiſhed 
and carried home. 

However diſcordant were FR general. 
diſpoſitions of Mr. and Mrs. Deſmoulins, 
there was one thing, and only one, in which 
they perfectly agreed; that was, their own 
intereſt. The ſcolding brow of the one, 
and the careleſs indifference of the other, 
were quickly changed at firſt ſight of the 
waiſtcoat. They were both good judges of 
their buſineſs; and the particular neatneſs 
and beauty of her work, changed the harſh, 
unwomanly features of the miſtreſs into a 
placid ſmile. She was liberally paid, and 
given freſh employ, of a ſuperior ſort, with 
promiſe of conſtant work. Her heart bound- 
ed with joy. The moment of her return, 
the ſettled a price for her board and lodg- 
ing, as beneficial to Mrs, Clark as conve- 
nient to herſelf. 
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No art was left uneſſayed by Mr. Edwin: 
but his attempts to bias her pure mind to 
evil recoiled on himſelf; and his plan of 
ſucceeding through her diſtreſs, was rendered 
fruitleſs by her induſtry: he was therefore 
forced to give up, for the preſent, views 
that had coſt him ſo dear, and lay by in 
hope of yet being ſo fortunate as to be in 
ſome degree neceſſary to the proud beauty, 
whoſe charms he could neither forget, nor 
wholly: give up. 

' Wilkinſon. was indefatigable in Mrs. 
Herbert s affairs. Sir William Edwin ad- 
vanced money to clear both the eſtate and 
iron works: he ſent his ſiſter the moſt fra- 
ternal conſolations; and, with freſh profeſ- 
ſions of regard, gave her ſon leave to pleaſe 
himſelf in his ſtay abroad. Thoſe matters 
ſettled, Mr. Wilkinſon returned to London, 
accompanied by Mr. Manſel, whoſe anxiety 


was inſupportable at the account he gave 
him of Anna. The laſt words of his be- 


loved wife dwelt on his ears from the mo- 
ment he heard the injuries ſne had ſuffered; 
ſhe occupied all his waking thoughts, and 

| . „ his 
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his dreams repreſented her in the moſt help- 
leſs and forlorn ſituation. He well knew 
the cauſe both of her leaving the lodge, and 
changing her name. His wife, whoſe me- 
mory was not leſs dear than ſacred, had 
formed her mind, and been the guide of 
her early years; could ſhe be then leſs than 
perfect? Tormented with his regret for 
having ſuffered her to leave him, and by 
his terror for what might be her then 
diſtreſs, - he reſolved on a journey to Lon- 
don; although, from his * habit, he 
was very unfit to undertake it. 

The ſight of her old friends afforded 
great comfort to Mrs. Herbert; and Patty 
rqoiced in the hope of being reſtored to 
the ſociety ſhe loved. Their doors were 
ſhut, though that precaution. was almoſt 
needleſs; for, as they were known to be 
left in very dependent circumſtances, they 
were not likely to be thronged with viſi- 
tants, in a place where, the heart of Mrs. 
Herbert being ſtill leſs known than her 
perſon, ſhe could have no chance to excite 
the attention of the worthy few, who weren 

3 from 


from congenital virtues, qualified to aſſo. 
_ ciate with her. Neither Mrs. Edwin nor 
Cecilia had condeſcended to pay her one 
condoling viſit; and Mr. Edwin having 
liberally ſupplied her with money, and done 
every thing he could do with reſpect to her 
affairs, ſoon became weary of urging his 
wife and ſiſter to pay her ſome attention, 
or ſhew any countenance to their young 
relation, as well -as murdering any part of 
his own time, by d en 6 
aunt and inſipid cou mm. 

Mr. Manſel's trouble was cordially 
ſhared by Miſs Herbert; who, not being 
now under any reſtraint, was as warm in 
che praiſe of her friend as he could be 
himſelf, and ſo earneſt to recover her, that 
ſhe prevailed on her mother to poſſpone 
their journey to Llandore a few days, in 
hopes to have her with them: — not a little 
did ſhe rejoice in the poſlibility of rene wing 
_ thoſe ſcenes of wn kappicks they had 

paſſed together. 

Next morning Mr. Wilkinſon wad his 
ad friend went to Dalton's, on the 

earnelt 
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earneſt inquiry they were determined to 


make after the loſt Anna.— The looks of 


Mr. Manſel pictured his mind; they were 


mild, ſerene, and benevolent: his counte- 
nance had acquired a ſolemn melancholy 
caſt ſince the death of his wife, which was 
at this period much increaſed by the un- 
certain ſtate of the charge ſhe had left. 
True religion; and unaffected piety, with 


a ſoul rendered indulgent to the foibles of 


others by patience and meek forbearance, 


marked his character. He knew the ſacred 


profeſſion of Dalton, and could not encou- 
rage a thought of his having acted wilfully 
wrong, and therefore expected to find him 


in affliction at the ſame cauſe with himſelf. 


—He was deceived. — Dalton had been 
to Lord Sutton, to communicate to him 


Mr. Edwin's viſit, and was, in conſequence 


of his delivering the clothes, turned out 
in diſgrace and contempt : he was there- 


fore ſecretly. exulting on having ſecured 
the caſh, and beſtowed no farther thought 


on her he had ſo yillanoufly robbed.— Mrs. 
Dalton, ſetting her down as a loſt creature, 
both as to this world and the next, agreed 
7 OB. 1 ſ 
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it could be no ſin to e ſuch a libertine 
pay for his bad actions. 


A freſh inquiry after Miſs Manſel then 


-was not likely to give them much pleaſure; 
but the manners and character of a good 
clergyman carry with them an indeſcribable 
weight among the moſt abandoned ; and 


guilt did that in Mr. Dalton which a real 


veneration did in his wife—it rendered them 
obliging and communicative : but after 
going through the ſtory of her elopement, 
linking only the cauſe, when they came to 
Mr. Edwin's demand of her clothes and 

payment of her debt, neither of the gen- 
tlemen could for a while credit them, till it 
was confirmed by Dr. Collet; and even 


then Wilkinſon ſwore there muſt be ſome 
myſtery in it. Manſel thought ſo too; and 
they returned to London with increaſed 

anxiety, but not with leſs confidence in the 


honour of our heroine. : 

They went directly to Portman-ſquare. 
—Mr, Edwin was not at home. —“ When 
« would it be moſt likely to meet with 
« him?“ “ It was very uncertain.— 
| They called again, and again They wrote 
with 
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with as little ſucceſs— They were always 
too ſoon or too late. Advertiſements were 
put in the papers, deſcribing Anna, and 
requeſting her to return to her friend, to 
no purpoſe. Mrs. Clark kept no ſervant; 
her daughter and herſelf did the work of 
their little houſe between them they never 
read a paper; and the reſidence of Anna 
was entirely unknown. to every body, but 
thoſe whoſe deſire it was to conceal it. At 
length, wearied with their unavailing in- 
quiries, in deſpair of finding her, and Mrs. 
Herbert's preſence being as neceſſary at 
Llandore as Mr. Manſel's at his rectory, 
and Wilkinſon's at the iron works, they 
were obliged to give up their purſuit; but 
Wilkinſon proteſted he would not quit 
London till he had ſeen that vile Lord, 
who was the original cauſe of all Anna's 
misfortunes. In a fit of grief and diſap- 
pointment, he inquired him out; and, at 
the expence of five ſhillings to his porter, 
got admittance to the deſerted lover, whole 
unfortunate paſſion had eyery prognoſtic of 
coſting him very dear. 55 
K 5 CHAP. 


N. 4 


| 4 ; The Intra on. 4 


Lo R D Jultol vis at this time very 


much indifpoſed, but too fond of the world, 
and too little at eaſe with himſelf, to bear 


with a careful ſerene countenance, was 
fltanding the brunt of his ill-nature and bru- 
tality; ſhe had been making ſome tea, which 
he ſaid was too ſtrong, and proteſted he was 
the worſt uſed man on the face of God's 
earth ; that, however, it was his own fault, 
for truſting any thing to ſuch an abſolute 
A man in ſhabby regimentals, who had 
the honour of being led Captain to this au- 
guſt perſonage, was appealed to, and agreed 
that it certainly was a pity Mrs. Villars was 
not more attentive; to be ſure, the tea was 
ſtrong, though ſome people (winking at 
| her) liked it fo: now his wife made the 
beſt tea in the world, would Mrs. Villars 

N 4 but 


the confinement of a ſick room. Villars, 
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but 3 of her. In this kind offer, and 
what was farther meant to follow, he was 
interrupted, by a ſudden and involuntary 
ſtart of his Lordſhip. In a voice of terror 
he perfectly ſcreamed out, And who are 
« you?” to Wilkinſon, who was announced 
by the ſervant, as a gentleman that had par- 
ticular buſineſs with him. Lord Sutton's 
. unuſual ſalutation, trembling form, and agi- 
tated countenance, frightened the wwe 
group. _ 
Wilkinſon's natural courage equalled "Ip | 
of moſt young. men ; but he nevertheleſs 
felt himſelf ſhocked, in an unaccountable 
manner, at what he thought was the appre- 
henſion of guilt, forgetting that as yet his 


Lordſhip was unacquainted with his errand. . 


The ſhaking of his limbs, the ghaſtly ſtare, 
the quivering of his lips turned white as 
aſhes, ſtill continuing, as he inceſſantly de- 
manded who the intruder was, whence. he 
came from, and what he wanted, ſtill more 
diſconcerted him. Villars and the Captain 
concluded ſome dreadful frenzy had ſeized 
him: they begged Wilkinſon to withdraw; 
K 6 Which 
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which he would not Sohren to, but on con- 
dition of re- admiſſion if he preſently reco- 
vered. As he was retiring, he was ſtopped 
by Lord Sutton, who, ſomewhat more com- 
poſed, bid him ſtay; but was again ſtruck 
with terror at his beginning to ſpeak, inter- 
rupting him as he was "ng: to open his 
buſineſs. 

Phantom of horror?” faid the trembling 
culprit, * do thefe pangs, which now ſhake 
* my frame, announce thy errand ? Thou 
« hving image of a murdered angel, art 
te thou come to viſit in vengeance the de- 
ce ſtroyer of thy mother? Is then the day 
< of retribution already come ? Why did 
« you let him in?” continued he, fiercely 
turning to the Captain and Villars. Who, 

«© my good Lord?” anſwered he; © this 

« gentleman ſays he is a perſonal ſtranger 
to your Lordſhip : he waits upon you on 
« buſineſs.” 

Let him be brief then: and never Jor 
re me ſee him more.” The Captain would 
then have retired, but was bid not to ſtir; 

and even the preſence of Villars was conſt- 
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dered as a protection. Wilkinſon was then 
called upon for his buſinefs, which he was 
now loath to enter on, as the diſturbed mind 
of the Peer rendered his reproaches an act 
of unneceſſary puniſhment and mortification 
to a poor wretch, whoſe ſenſe of guilt was 
ſo very acute; but, on his being ſtill urged 
to ſpeak, the particular ſoftneſs and tone of 
his voice again ſtruck Lord Sutton into a 
panic :—ſcalding ſtrangers rolled down his 
cheeks. As well as the extraordinary ſcene 
would let him, Wilkinſon entered on his 
buſineſs; and producing his Lordſhip's card 
to Lady Edwin, demanded on what grounds 
he had ſo confirmed the teftimony of Mrs. 
Frajan? A reprieve to a criminal at 
execution could not have a more inſtanta- 
neous effect than this queſtion. He threw 
himſelf back in his chair, as if taking 
breath.—< Is this then all?” cried he. — 
« All, my Lord! anſwered Wilkinſon. 
« Is the ruin of the character of an in- 
nocent young perſon, and depriving 
« her of the few friends her modeſt merit 
_ « had attracted, then, ſuch a trifle? Or 
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* ſons for the ſuſpicions this unmanly card 
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do you imagine your ſubſequent offer of 
marriage could compenſate for ſuch an 
outrage to her innocence, ſuch a diſgrace 
to your own honour ? I muſt, my Lord, 


confirms. I am the diſintereſted friend 
of Miſs Manſel ; and, depend on it, I 
will follow you to the verge of the earth, 
till her guilt is proved, or till her Fawn” 
niators ſhall manifeſt her innocence.” 


bs You belong to the Edwins, I nreſume W 


* do not, my Lord; 1 have not the 


| happineſs of belonging to any body: 


urged by inclination, and bound only by 
honour, I avow myſelf the protector of 


« Miſs Manſel's character. Her perſon, 


wherever it is, as far as depends on her- 


„ ſelf, is, I know, incorruptible.“ 


If, young man, you credit my offer of 


cc 


40 


marriage to her, you may be ſure I ſhall 


be glad to find it ſo: J adore her, and am 


de not more ſolicitous to obtain her, from 


«cc 


© paſſion, than from the wiſh to make an 


"oe 


% cc 


4 honourable amends for the injury I was 


innocently led to do her. 
« In- 
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- © Tnnocently !” repeated Wilkinſon, in- 
dignantly.—. Yes, Sir, innocently,” an- 
fwered his Lordſhip. — © Mrs. Melmoth 
% perhaps might be, and I believe was, im- 

« poſed on by the wicked French woman, 
ho, I am clear, was herſelf the thicf; 
« and if you really are the friend of Miſs 
« Manſel, you will evince it more by 
e uniting your endeavours with mine, to 
« diſcover the place of her retreat; and, if 
« ſhe be yet virtuous, perſuading her to be- 
<- come LE Sutton, than 1 in wal rail- 
« ing at me.“ — 

Wilkinſon coloured, — * 7 perſuade her 
to become Lady Sutton! — I would die 
« firſt. —No, deareſt Anna, if I muſt loſe 
c thee; if the faithful heart, where thy image 
<« 1s ever preſent, muſt reſign thee, may it 
te be to one, blooming and lovely as thy- 


cs ſelf, whoſe honour and whole worth ſhall 


« inſure thy happineſs; — not, look- 
ing ſcornfully at him, to a man, whoſe 
« vices render him contemptible, and whoſe 
c hoary head is, by his own voluntary ac- 
„ tions, covered with ſhame inſtead of ho- 
% nour.,” — n 


3 
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e This,“ replied Lord Sutton, © is a 


ce language: I would not bear, were it not in 
& my own. houſe.” | 
<, firmities,” returned the young man, © will 
< be your protection in any other place as 
c well as this; but, depend on it, no place 
ee ſhall, protect you from the ſhame and 
te contempt you deſerve, or {kreen you from 
ce the. voice of truth, when and wherever I 
« meet you. So ſaying, he flung out of 
the room, throwing his card on the table. 
The eyes of Lord Sutton followed him.— 
When quite out of ſight, with a deep ſigh, 
he examined the card; and, after ſome 
time, broke ſilence, with aſking the cep 
tain what he thought of him? 


A 


La) 


It was proper now, that there was no dan- | 
ger, for the valiant toad · eater to be in a rage 


at the inſults offered his patron; he begged 


the addreſs, that uur have the honour 


of chaſtiſing him.. N —anſwered 
Lord Sutton, with a | | Gonificant emphaſis 
that ſtagnated the poor Captain; not ſo 
much on account of the inſinuation it cer- 


tainly implied, of his want of proweſs, as 


from 


fi Your age and in- 
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fromthe. uncertainty it left him in, of the 
ſentiments it behoved him to expreſs of a 
matter that had occaſioned ſuch uncommon 
agitations in his principal.—A filence en- 
ſued for ſome moments, when his lordſhip 
thought proper to leave the room, and re- 
tire to his Iibrary.— Mrs. Villars, relieved 
from her morning's attendance, was follow- 
ing him, but the Captain ſtopped her, to 
beg ſhe would favour him with her opinion 
of the late tranſaction ; for which he pro- 
miſed her his wife ſhould teach her to 
make tea: this, as ſhe, he preſumed, was 
a woman of character, and Villars was not, 
he choſe to inſinuate, would be a great con- 
deſcenſion; but that fooliſh woman excuſed 
herſelf, with her uſual indifference to the 
objects around her; not having formed any 
opinion, ſhe could give none; and hinted 

her fears, in rather a ſeverer manner than 
| ſhe was accuſtomed to, © that not having 
c had his lady's practice, ſhe ſhould be 
ce little better for her inſtructions.” She 
then left the poor thing, ſpitefully hurt 
at her words and manner reſpecting his 
| ſpouſe; 
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5 ſpouſe ; and in a doleful ann how to 
conduct himſelf in the caſe of Wilkinſon, 


| whoſe addreſs Lord Sutton had taken with 
ham, he returned home without an invita- 
tion to dinner, where, notwithſtanding his 


profound reſpect for her, he thought proper 


to quarrel with, and beat this very beſt of 
all poſſible wives, becauſe ſhe had not 
the art * dec proviken,. without 
money. 
2 Wukinſon ene Mrs. Herbert 
| to Llandore, accompanied by Mr. Manlel : 
| they all left London full of regret and 
anxiety, for the fate of a young creature 
who was tho: object of their mutual _— 


"TH AF; LxvItt. 
A Robbery. 


| We lelt Anas happier than ſhe had 
been ſince the loſs of Mrs. Manſel; her 
NG were charmed with her work ; 

{ and 


ag erer ee 
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and as it was always fetched and carried 
by Hannah Clark, who was a very ordinary 
little woman of thirty, ſhe extorted more 
civility from Mrs. Deſmoulins, than it was 
poſſible ſo fine a figure OT could 
1 been entitled to. 

The winter was now approaching; and 
as Mr. Edwin, neither by himſelf nor fer- 
vants, had given her any interruption while 
Mr. Manſel was in town, for fear (which 
was rarely the caſe) they might place a ſpy 
on his actions, ſhe-began to conceive herſelf = 
ſafe from any - farther inſult : ſhe had not 
again ſeen, to her ſurpriſe, the perſon who 
brought her the letter from Mr. Manſcl ; 
but concluding he had forgotten to call, 
wrote to that friend her thanks for his ſea- 
ſonable ſupply, and giving a brief account 
of all that happened to her. She made two 
holidays to do this in, and was juſt ſitting 
down to her frame, when Mrs. Deſmoulins 
entered her apartment, followed by her 

maid with a large bundle; her buſineſs 
Was, in the firſt place, to ſatisfy herſelf of 
the place of our heroine's reſidence ; and, 

| in 
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in the next; to give her the train of a ſuit of 
clothes to finiſh,——The coat was already 


done; it was intended for a preſent from 


a young lady of quality to her ſiſter, a 


new- married Ducheſs.— She very much 
wiſhed to have it made up by the next 
birth-day; but was taken with a fit of 


wearineſs, and would do no more to it her- 
ſelf; though its being finiſhed by another 
hand was to be kept a profound ſecret 
It was elegantly fancied, and - variegated 
in the moſt beautiful taſte, - with embroi- 
dery, foil, ſpangles, and crape; and an am- 
ple price was to be paid if it were done well. 


Anna readily undertook, and inſtantly ſet 


about, a job, from which ſhe expected as 
much credit as profit. She had proceeded 
rapidly in her taſk, which had more taſte 
than labour in it ; when having ſent for a 


freſh ſupply of one ſhade of filk, ſhe acci- 


dentally | caſt her eye on the paper in 
which it was wrapped—it was part of a 


magazine, and contained the deaths of the 


month. The firſt in the liſt was the name 
of Charles Herbert, Eſq. of Llandore Caſtle. 
It 
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It Ceeurred not to her, that the father and 
ſon were both of one Chriſtian name — 
She was ſenſible only of the idea that young 
H erert was dead. —A thouſand circum- 
ſtances now confirmed thoſe dreadful ſur- 
miſes—His ill health, which obliged him 
to go out of town at the period of her 
leaving Groſvenor-ſquare—Mr. Edwin's 
mourning— The total extinction of her 
hopes, by his entirely giving her up, which, 
not hearing from him, though her abode 
was ſo well known to his family, ſhe con- 
cluded to be the caſe, now all roſe to her 
imagination, and conſpired to diſtract her. 
Again the fatal paper was examined—it 
was indeed Charles Herbert a dreadful 
miſt overſpread her eyes ſhe ſunk nſclels 
on the floor. 

Alarmed at the noiſe of her fall, Mrs. 
Clark flew to her apartment. The fight 
of her dear child, as ſhe fondly called her, 
bereft of ſenſe and motion, had nearly 
thrown her into the ſame condition; the 
houſe, the neighbours were alarmed— 
the apothecary ſummoned.—He let her 
blood 
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blood, and ſhe. ſoon returned to a ſenſe 
of ſorrow exceeding all ſhe had yet felt. 
In the midſt of her misfortunes, hen every 
Fo: other hope forſook her, the had indulged a 
latent pleaſure in che hope of being dear to 
Herbert: to this, unknown to herſelf, was 
added another, chat, by ſome happy means or 
other, ſhe ſhould again be bleſſ in his ſociety. 
The laſt interview had left its traces on her 
mind. never to be eraſed. When ſhe was par- 
ticularly ſenſible of her misfortunes, the re- 
membrance of it was her never- failing re- 


ſource; or when ſhe ſuffered her naturally ſan- 


guine temper to look forward to a poſſibility 
of better days, ſtill he was her firſt object: 
but thoſe flattering ideas no longer ſoothed 
her imagination; the relentleſs hand of fate 
had torn from her heart the laſt, and only 


fond hope; the creation was now a void; 


the world had nothing in it for her; the 
moſt amiable, the moſt beloved youth was 
no more—ſhe might now, without fear of 


injury to Miſs Edwin, without dread of dil- 


turbing the peace of his family, indulge in 
a Ry of grief the INE of his vir- 


tues; 
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tues; ſhe could live over again each ſcene 
that. had bound her ſoul to his.—She yet 

ſaw and felt the benignant glance of his 
eyes their ſoft languiſhments ſtill melted 
on her thoughts. But, alas! he was loſt. 
for ever and for ever.— In this diſtracted 


ſituation tears and ſighs were her only re- 


hef. Unable to bear the light, it was in 
vain Mrs. Clark implored her to repoſe her 


ſorrows in her faithful boſom —ſhe mourned 


the dear youth inwardly and inceſſantly— 
her reſt and appetite both forſook her—and 
had not another calamity awaited her,which, 
by rouſing her faculties, made her grief 
change its object, in all probability ſhe 
would have funk under the ſecret agonies 
of her mind. Es 

Bates, who knew the wiſhes of his maſ- 
ter, called often on Mrs. Clark's daugh- 


ter, and pretending love to that fooliſh wo- 


man, had egreſs and regreſs there unknown 


to her mother. A few days after this afflict- 


ing circumftance to Anna, Mrs. Clark 

was ſent for to viſit a ſick brother at Chat- 

ham: it was with great reluctance ſhe left 
. E her 
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ber in ſuch a ſtate of mind and body; 
but, as ſhe expected ſome trifles at his 
death, our heroine inſiſted on her going. 
Ae firſt day of her abſence, worn out 
by grief and want of reſt, Anna threw her- 


bell on the bed, and unfortunately for a few 


few minutes forgot her cares. In this in- 
terval Bates called Hannah was in the 
kitchen under the ſhop: not meeting with 


any one below, a ſudden impulſe of curio- 


ſity carried him up ſtairs. The door of her 
apartment being open, the beauty of the 
work induced him, treading very light, 


and ſeeing the room empty, to take a. 


nearer view of it. 
In that evil moment, her ill fate ol it 
in his head, having often heard his maſter 


curſe the embroidery, as the means of her 


being enabled to ſupport herſelf indepen- 
dent of him, that if ſne was deprived of 
ſuch reſource, Mr. Edwin muſt yet ſucceed; 

he therefore ſilently ſtripped the train out of 
the frame, and the coat hanging on the 


chairs for her guide, bundled the whole 
f 5 2 up, 
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up, and got off unheard and , 
vered. 125 
een bed was too ,poighane to ufer 
her long to reſt. The little bed-room ad- 
joined to that in which her work ſtood. 
But who can expreſs her feelings, at the 
ſight of her frame ſtripped, and the coat 
gone ? She ran down ſtairs almoſt frantic, 
Hannah was by that time in the ſhop.— 
Search was made. the neighbourhood 
alarmed—A little girl who came for a 
ſkain of thread, ſaid ſhe met a man coming 
out of the ſhop with a bundle. Anna, 
half diſtracted, knew not yet the conſe- 
quence of this misfortune. She got Hannah 
to go to Mr. Deſmoulins He and his wife 
were outrageous they were ruined they 
ſhould loſe their beſt cuſtomers and friends 
—no money could compenſate for the loſs 
but if it could, they had taken no ſecu- 
rities. Mrs. Deſmoulins blamed her huſ- 
band ; he curſed, for the firſt time, his own 
folly ; and both vowed * on our ill- 
lared heroine. 7 | 
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taking A ſhe had men- 


| os wy ROS done Lady Edwin's ſuit 
which was: ſo much admired. — Away flew 
Mrs. Deſmoulins to Sir William Edwin's 
to make . inquiries. —The ſervants there 


for their Lady, was ſaid not to be honeſt ; 
and was, moreover, now in keeping.— 
Inflamed by this news, ſhe returned to her 
huſband: ſhe thought what his ridiculous 
obſtinacy would come to—he would em- 
ploy the ſlut - but ſne knew his motives, 


and the world ſhould know them too— 


She would go to Lady Harriot—ſhe 


would throw herſelf at the feet of the 


Ducheſs—ſhe would difcloſe thoſe inju- 
ries ſhe had hitherto borne in meekneſs 
and ſilence. Oh! if her dear Timothy 
| was but alive to ſee this day—to ſee the 
buſineſs he, poor dear creature, took ſuch 


pains to eſtabliſh, thrown away on ſtrum- 


pets! But it did not ſignify—ſee what 
the Ducheſs would ſay. The poor French- 
man, unable to ſtop the torrent of her re- 
proaches, and conſcious of her having op- 
poſed 


told her, the perſon who worked that fuit 
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poſed his employing our heroine, was filled 
with confuſion and diſmay. The diſobliging 
of the young Ducheſs, whoſe: beauty was 
not more the object of general admiration, 
than her ſweetneſs and goodneſs was that of 
reſpe& and eſteem, and whoſe. favour was 
as much the ſource of profit to the tradeſ- 
man ſhe patronized, as her diſpleaſure was 
the reverſe; beſides for ever offending Lady 
Harriot, who choſe to have the whole cre- 
dit of the work. The ſuperior penetration 
of his wife, now fo evident in this unlucky 
event, admitted not of diſpute; he there- 
fore had neither power nor inclination to 
oppoſe her meaſures: —ſhe inſiſted on 
taking out a warrant againſt the huſſey, to 
Which he readily conſented: it was, how- 
ever, too late i in the evening to take a ſtep 
of that nature, and the innocent Anna 
was ſuffered to paſs that night unknow- 
ing of che dreadful fate which awaited. 
her. | | 9 
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bur heroine moſt ſenſibly, as ſhe doubted 
not but the means of her fubſiſterice would 
be taken from her; but that was an ob- 


ject of far leſs concern to her now than it 
. would have been a few days ago. Her- 
bert was gone! How gladly would ſhe 


now reſign a life, which had been a con- 
ſtant ſcene of ſorrow and diſappointment, 
to be united to him for ever ! In reflec- 


tions on the uncommon cruelty of her fate 


In deſpair of one day's peace—J joyleſs 
in the preſent, and hopeleſs in the future, 
her heart ſickened, and the extreme de- 


jection of her ſpirits, which could not eva- 


porate in tears, brought on a ſlow fever, 
which preyed on her all night, but inter- 
mitted 
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a doze, from which ſhe was awakened by 
the cries 'of Hannah at her chamber-door. 
 —Almoſt fainting with weakneſs and grief, 
ſhe made an effort to dreſs herſelf, and 
opened the door ; when, to her unſpeakable 
terror, to men entered, who told her they 
had got a warrant againſt her. Ignorant 
of. their meaning, as well as intent, ſhe 
begged to know what they meant; when 
in burſt the Hhexorable Mrs. Deſmoulins, 
bidding her inſtantly 'go with them; the 
meaning was, to puniſh ſuch demure ſluts 
as her; and, fince ſhe could not produce 
her work, ſheſhould be employed in Bride- 
well, where thieving could anſwer no end. 
| -Harinah's outcries brought the neigh- 
bours in; when the volubility of the tradeſ- 
woman, oppoſed to the death-like ſilence 
of poor Anna, immediately ſettled the mat- 
ter: No wonder the gentlewoman was 
« in ſuch a paſſion; it was a fad thing for 
« people to loſe their bread by ſuch crea- 
& tures :—it was plain enough ſhe was 
et * guilty that might be ſcen in her looks.” 
1 3 —One 
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One df the conſtables; however, in com- 


paſſion to her youth and ſex, begged Mrs. 
Deſmoulins would withdraw, and let him 
try to bring her te confeſſion. At this 
Anna ſtarted: “ I know not what you 
_ << mean, or why I am thus ſurrounded; if 
<.;r be on account of the work J have loſt, 
« be pacified, madam; I have one friend, 

« who can and will ſatisfy you. I am,“ 

continued ſhe, very ill able to ſupport 
e myſelf; under ſuch treatment; but be aſ- 


« ſured. vou will be paid your demand: 


«] beg I may be leſt alone. 


Jes, yes, miſtreſs, you will Ma bs 


- enough to be alone,” retorted the woman; 


« you mult now be fatisfied at going into, 


* company.—Come, Sir, do your office.” 
he men ſeized her.—Slipping from 


their hands on her knees, her face bathed 
in tears, and every token of deſpair in her 


countenance, ſne begged to know what was 


to be done with her, and where ſhe was to 


go; but no anſwer was vouchſafed to her 
heart- breaking intreaties: ſhe was carried 


d and put into a coach, to be taken 


3 5 before 
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before” the ſitting magiſtrates. Hannah, 
locking up her doors, followed weeping, 
and wringing her hands, accompanied by 
the neighbours, from different motives, to 
the place where the rotation was held; 
they were there as ſoon as the coach; and 
Anna was lifted out, being utterly unable 
to ſtand, and carried before the bench, 
which conſiſted of three magiſtrates. 
One was a ſhort thick man, with very 
ſpiteful blue eyes; ſo gouty, as to be ſcarcely 
able to walk from the door to his chair: 
he had, from a very mean original, wormed 
himſelf into credit, and, after carrying on 
a great · ſhew / of trade for a very few years, 
commenced bankrupt, paid the enormous 
compoſition of two and ſixpence in the 
pound; and having obtained his certificate, 
by his indefatigable ſervices, at a general 
election, to the ſucceſsful: candidate, he was 
put into the commiſſion of the peace; in 
yvhich, with ſome private reſources, he con- 
trived to pick up the means of a gentcel 
living: He was an inflexible advocate for 
juſtice, a conſtant friend to the fortunate, 
| L 4 and 
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and an inveterate enemy to all r rogues who 
ARNIE: His name was Atwood. 
_ Next him far a tall, Tre pom 
pous in his manner, florid in his ſpeech, 
and a prodigious admirer of his own ſenſe 
and dignity. When I ſay he was a con- 
tractor, I need not add he was rich. He 
was at this period famous for his oppoſition 
to that government. under which he had 
made a fortune, and a public vilifier of the 
prince who had honoured him with a title: 
he was fond of making ſpeeches; affected 
ſo tender a heart, that he has beer Known 
to ſhed tears at a ſeſſions, with his ſpread 
lands on his heart, in behalf of a petition 
from a commiſſioner of the turnpikes and 
high roads, while his callous heart retreated 


-..- om the woes of his own blood, and he 


turned a deaf ear to the.pleas of the di- 
ſtreſſed of all denominations; a vociferous 
aſſertor of public juſtice, and a private vio- 
lator of every humane tie: ſo humble, that 
he would tell you how deſtitute of friends, 
money, or recommendation, he firſt entered 
on the theatre of life; and ſo proud, that 
; WED no 
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than it was filled with a wonder at his riches | 
and grandeur, and bowed the knee of adu- 
lation to his prodigious abilities. This 
magiſtrate was called Sir Richard Peacock. 
On his right hand fat a fat dark man, with 
a kind of a black and blue complexion ; | 
who, though here in all the pomp of magi- 
ſtracy, ſcowled his grey griſty brows round 
the hall with an aſſumed ſullenneſs and 
pride; at home, in his own fhop, would 
weigh an halfpenny-worth of plumbs to a 
beggar's nephew, duſt the gold ſugar-loaf 
over his door, ſweep-the front of his houſe, 
or any other odd matter that required 
doing. 

He was rich enough to ſatisfy a miſer, 
and ſaving enough to pleaſe one: his canvas 
apron anfwered two purpoſes ; it preſerved 
his black ſtuff. breeches, and it ſaved a pocket 
handkerchief; that, and a nightcap once 
white, were the enſigns by which this ma- 
giſtrate was known in the place where he 
lived ; but under thoſe very unfavourable 
epprarances,” he carried a tender, and even 
„„ © a gene- 
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ſcended to-put; off the 1 of 
3 and when he diſpent 
dear deg of Pikes wg the milk of hu. 
pu he had whe ſuch pains. 10 fil was 
| rally. opened to the calls of friendſhip 
| a and _ 1 10 EO 
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Warn Anna was hc 4 
a mob of runners, conſtables, diſputants, 
and pickpockets, before, thoſe auguſt per- 
ſonages, ſinking with apprehenſions, and 
overcome with fear, ſhe ventured to raiſe 
her eyes to the awful tribunal uae whom 
ſhe was to be examined. - Te 
From the prejudices of gl e e , 
tis grey locks of Atwood gave her hopes, 
| which 
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which: the mild-looking Sir Richard con- 
firmed; but from the bent brow of Mr. 
Sago her ſoul ſhrunk. - © 

Mrs. Deſmoulins, though 8 of fey, 
dreſſed in pink and the height of the mode, 
was honoured with a ſeat within the bar, 
while the poor culprit, in whoſe counte- 
nance modeſty and delicacy were ſtrongly 
_ delineated, and whole pallid cheeks ſhewed 
her weakneſs and ill health, ſupported her- 
ſelf by leaning on the bar, Hannah not be- 
ing able to ſqueeze up to her, ſurrounded 
by men whoſe ap en Rruck her with 

terror. 
M.. W likewiſe "LY made his 

ee when reſpect to their dreſs in- 
duced the worthy magiſtrates to give them 
an inſtant hearing. 

Mr. Deſmoulins, in a 3 . "WEE 
told them, . he was 1n deſpair at the trouble 
he was obliged to give them; that the per- 
ſon who had the. honour of appearing at 
their bar, was one in whom he had placed 
great confidence ; that he had the-mortifi- 
Cation to find himſelf deceived in her; and 
L 6 It 


— _— the honour of chnging her 
with a defraud. + + 


Who are you, Sir; v e j 
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cc ſuch a roundabout tale to their honours! 
25 «P leaſe you, my Lord, I keep the Star and 


ec Garter embroidery warehouſe in Pall- 


« Mall; we work for all the people of 
«+ faſhion; and this girl, being no better 


© than ſhe ſhould be, eee, 


_« ploy.” 


<< What,” nee 8 0 tf] is 
a j;qu underſtand me. 
« Yes, indeed, Sir, ſhe is no better than 


a kept woman ; and we, out of compaſ- 


« ſion, employed her; for, God be praiſed, 


« we want not for hands or buſineſs; Or, 


$6 \ndecd, what We en live on whout 
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e Bring a chair for this here lady, and 
e chat there gentleman,” ſaicd the civil 
Juſtice. © Now, Madam, we can hear, 
& when you can ENS n to 
et yourſelf.” TI FS 
Well, pleaſe your Worſip, a lady of 
< the firſt quality (we work for few others) 
e ſent us a job, and my fooliſh huſband 
« would-make me give it her, together with 
| © the coat finiſhed by way of pattern; and 
&« now, when it ſhould be done, ſhe has 
& made away with it.“ 15 
« Well, young woman,” ſaid Sir Rich- 
ard, © you hear the enormity of the crime 
 « of which you are charged—you have, it 
. ſeems, been guiEty of a two-fold of-fence; 
« you have be- tray- ed the con-fi-dence 
© pla-ced in you by theſe wor- thy peo- ple, 
© and you have de-fraud-ed them of their 
« pro-per-ty. I pro-feſs my heart bleeds, 
nd drops, I fay, blood, to ſee fuch wick- 
_ « ed-neſs in fo young a crea-ture, What 
« is your name? [A pauſe Why do 
**.you not ſpeak? What is your name?“ 
: cc Why 
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Why don't you anſwer his Worſhip! 2 
| faid. the conſtable __ had e ne 


05 Ir t was . agony of her foul 
was too ſtrong for utterance—ſpeech was 
denied her and an obſtinate ſilence be- 
ing imputed to her in contempt of juſtice, 
oaths were prepared to be adminiſtered to 
the profecuters, and Anna ordered to be 
committed; when Mr. Sago approaching 
her, and looking under his bent brow, filled 
her with freſh terror. Her eyes were invo- 
luntarily . and her head e * 
him. 
1 — her e e 60 Can katy be. 
0 found?” ſaid he, in a ſoftened voice; 

ct have you nobody, child, who will be bail 
e for you? for, gentlemen,” turning to his 
brethren, according: to the ſtory of the 
“ proſecutor, and we have not heard the 
« poor girl, this at the. worſt can be but a 
e breach of truſt :. have you nothing to 
« ſay for yourſelf, child! 2 ſaid he, turning 
ne to her. 


Speech, 
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Speech, with a violent guſh of ſorrow, 
vas now lent her :—with her ſpread hands 
oniher'face, while the tears dropped through 
ber fingers, ©. Oh, Sir!“ exclaimed ſhe; 
< may the bleſſings of the broken-hearted 
te attend you !—indeed I am wronged—l 
© would have paid the value of the al 
< which was ſtolen from my apartment.” 
ee Have. you any one to n to your 
. « characterb“ TY: ; 
© Character!“ ot Mrs. Defrontins 
1 47 robbed the lady where ſhe lived laſt, 
and has ſince been upon the town — Cha- 
Kracher indeed! 8 
Ils this true, child * ſaid "ny 9 50 
« Good God, Sir, no! for heaven's fake, 
cc © what lady do you allude you? or, what 
« do you mean by the town?” » 
e I mean Lady Edwin, who! knows u 
4 10 ba a thief.” WT * 
c Take care, Madam,” ſaid 8 | 
remains of her pride, uniting with con- 
ſcious innocence—< wretched and fi iend- 
« leſs as I now appear, there are in the 
6 world E into a freſh flood of 
| « tears} 
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tears) thoſe that will fupport my ipno- 
ce cence, and vindicate my character. — y 


« Edwin herſelf would be one of the firſt 


te to join in the nen * r _ 
te calumny.” iy 

Come, come, woman, Rernly: ad Sir 
Richard, you are charg-ed on the oath 
« of Mr. and Mrs. Deſmou-hi 
M ple of un-doubt-ed cre- dit, with a de- 
« fraud; and if you have not good and 
« fuſf- fi- ci-· ent bail, to-pri-ſon you muſt go: 


« my time, and that of my bre chren on 
« the bench, is too pre-ci-ous to waſte with 


« your e-qui-yo-ca-ti-ons. I am, 'myſelf, 
« obli-ged (looking round him with dig- 
et nity) to at- tend the na-ti-o-nal af-fairs 
« of the realm. What ſay you, Mr. a-a— 
« you, Sir, the keeper of the priſon : * 
Anna looked up; her pride again forſook 
her, in the horror of aſſociating wich the 


away among the abandoned of both ſexes: 
ſhe was ſenſible only to terror; and, throw- 
ing herſelf on her knees, ſhe addreſſed 
Mrs. Deſmoulins: $ EE 7 


Have 


s, both peo- 


vretches ſhe beheld; of being dragged 
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10. He pity on my youth, Madam 
4 conſider I am of your own n for the 


« honour of humanity, ſpare me. 

80 J will, if you confeſs; A 1 will, 
* if you tell me where the Fun may be 
« recovered ; but not elſe.” 

The huſband, a little mollified, would 
now have interfered; but that ſerved only 
as oil on a flame: his wife's paſſion in- 
creaſed, and Anna was on the point of be- 
ing dragged away, though Mr. Sago wiſhed 
Rill to be favourable; but Mrs, Deſmoulins 
unfortunately aſking him “ If he would 
& make good her loſs?” an end was put to 
the affair; when good fortune, in the ſhape 
of Mr. Bently, puſhed in. His perſon was, 
as well as his great fortune, known to the 
worſhipful Bench: the bar was lifted up; 
but inſtead of availing himſelf of that ho- 
nour, he ſeized hold of Anna, and lugging 
her in, the tears rolling _ his venerable 
face: 

« Ten, ten chouſand pounds bail for her; 
« will that do, Sir Richard? will that do, 
« Mr. Atwood?“ and ſhaking with his va» 

cant 
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cant hand the W e the en « vill 


Ather do? 


ee eee theſe diftributers 


of juſtice, and the people who- were preſent, 


ſoon gave way to the reſpe& due to a young 


_ perſon, under the wen VOTER of ſo 
rich a man; 

Did I not ba you, my e girl, 
« ſeek a friend at the Abbey? ſaid Mr. 
Bently, as ſoon. as his emotions would let 
him; * why did you not come to me? 
Ihe agony and weakneſs of our heroine, 


when her guardian angel entered, was con- 


verted to aſtoniſhment ; how, in the mo- 
ment when all hope was loſt, when on the 
very verge of deſpair, could ſhe believe ſhe 


was really in the hands of a friend, willing 
and able to preſerve her from wrong, to 


protect her from inſult! The ſudden tranſi- 


tion from ſorrow to joy was too much for 
her reduced ſpirits. . Way was now made 


for Anna, every body pitied her diſtreſs. 
Mr. Atwood offered his own chair, it be- 
ing an armed one, and Sir Richard had a 

. bottle 
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W of eau- de· luce at her ſervice ;. he had 
even a tear ready to ſqueeze out at ſight of 
ſo lovely a, creatures indiſpoſition. Sago 
lamented ſecretly the want of his canvas 
apron; and Mrs. Deſmoulins, to the aſto- 
aiſhment of her huſband, was ſilent. 
As Anna revived, her gratitude, too 
frong for words, vented itſelf in a plentiful 
ſhower of tears ;—they were not the only 
ones ſhed on the occaſion.” Sir Richard, as 
I have ſaid before, had a very convenient 
knack at weeping, where he was ſure no ad- 
vantage could be taken of the appearance 
of humanity ; ſo that, on the preſent occa- 

ſion, he even ſobbed. 11 
Bently but I pry here beg one ric 
20 my reader on the ſubject of a weakneſs 
many people would bluſh at. I will acknow- 
ledge. a watery head, in ſome caſes, to be 
the ſign of a weak heart; —it was, in Sir 
Richard, more ;—it was the mark of a wie- 
ked, hypocritical one : but hallowed, for 
ever hallowed, be the ſpontaneous and i in- 
voluntary drops, excited by humanity, and 
forced by compaſſion, which are often ſeen 
Th, to 


1 
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io 06% fromthe Wal of bravery itſelf,” and 
grace the face of the moſt undaunted and 


| courageous: yes, the ſame eyes from whence, 


In the ſervice of their country, or in the 
cauſe of honour, courageous flaſhes of ſacred 
fire have ſtricken corfufion into cke hearts. 
of their enemies: at thy ſhrine, O' heaven- 
born ſympathy, OW! e they on 1 
fuſed?! 0 
| ' Bently ne like Cehita: D ee e 
When you wanted friend, Ai: 


1 « {, why did you not come to me aid 
he. Alas! poor girl, once acquainted 
« with the villany of a Sutton, who ſhall 


condemn thee for diſtruſting all man- 


& kind? I have watched; followed, and 


4 tried thee : my ſout, Uke thy own, rent 


ce with ſorrow, and robbed of all its hopes, 


& will receive a gueſt, which. had long for- 
&« ſook its habitation. In raiſing thy mo- 


« deft merit T'will be joyful—and in ma- 


© king that beauty, innocence; and ho- 


« nour, which was denied pity, enviable; 


I will feel happineſs. For you, good 
* woman, go home I have reconciled the 


cc loſs 


| ad 4 Wwe wwe join ft — 12 
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. 
ce « loſs of her gown to the Ducheſs ; and if 
you find you are no longer honoured with 
c the ſancl ion and cuſtom of chat family, 
« attribute it to their native benevolence, 
e which will not ſuffer them to beſtow their 
40 favours on ſavages. Get ic. 

„Ho beautiful is goodneſs! bn apful 
the emanation of an, vpright mind! the 
words that were uttered by this honeſt man 
magiſtrate, but thoſe who were in the com- 
miſſion, ſhrunk. into nothing with a ſenſe of 
their own littleneſs, and did not interrupt 
his deciſion. 

Mrs. Deſmoulins, ah 2 front equally 
devoid of gentleneſs or modeſty, felt abaſh- 
ed, and retircd without anſwering the re- 
ſpectable monitor; and her huſband, who 
found the natural complacency he had for 
his own dear ſweet ſelf, increaſed by the con- 
ſcioulneſs of the mercy. he had wiſhed to 
ſhew, marched after her, backward, bow- 
ing all che way, with a mixture of triumph 


and reſpect in his countenance. 


Sir 
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Sir Richard had- now begun an harangve: 
It — me, „Haid he ae the great. eſt plea: 
« füre—It gives ine the ſa- tis. fac⸗ ti. 
18 ate der me the great eſt a à a— 
«that is to fay,'T am glad, ve-ry glad, an 
« af-fair ſo black (knitting his bro) in the 
& be. Sni mould turn out ſo white 
. (ſmiling) in ch in the end; and eee 
| «ſome ay in the Gern afric” 
REN” Re pte'Bently,” “ beg your 
«'pardon 3 3 * muſt thank you another time 
© for what you are pleaſed to ſay i in favour 
« of that lady; but, at preſent, ſhe is too 
ce much agitated to attend to it — we will 
ec therefore beg to be excuſed,” He was 
then going to lead her out, when a large 
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concourſe of people were ſeen advancing to 


the office, and three gentlemen, whoſe in- 
dependent circumſtances and good ſenſe 
_ kept them, though in the ſame commiſſion, 
from often appearing at the Rotation in 
company with the trading juſtices,” entered, 


followed by as great a number of people as 


could ſqueeze in. It was now impoſſible 


on | 
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for Anna, in her preſent weak. fare, to 


kh ite 11 
The civil Mr. And hence intreat- 


n to retire into a little inner room 


behind where they ſat, which offer ſhe 
gladly accepted. Bently was following 
when, among the new comers, he beheld 
Dalton. He did not mention this circum- 
ſtance to Anna; but, as ſoon as he was ſa- 
tisfied in reſpect to her accommodation, left 
In and returned to the egen 
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CHAP. IXXI 
Proves our Heroine had « a Father. 


A GENTEE Lalookibg elderly man, 
very much ſun-burnt, by whoſe ſide ſtood a 
younger man of the ſame deſcription, told 
a plain and moving tale. He ſaid, his name 
was Mordant ; he was a native of South 
Wales; that he had, when young, an only 
ſiſter, the greateſt beauty of the time, who 


cap- 
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captivated, at the age of eighteen, the ſon 
and heir of a noble family in their neigh- 


' bourhood; but (though a great and unin- 


cumbered eſtate, with vaſt perſonal riches, 


deſcending. from the ſeveral branches of 


this! young man, no intreaties whatever 
could induce him to liſten to the petition of 

his ſon in behalf of his love, although pride, 
far more than his deſire of wealth, oppoſed 
his happineſs. As their houſe boaſted of a 


long line of anceſtors, not one of whom 


bad married out of the beſt blood in the 
principality, and his father was the ſon of a 
tradeſman who dealt in butter and oats, 


the produce of that country; and, finding | 


the young gentleman was bent on marrying 
the object of his affection, the father had 


him ſeized, and, with unrelenting rigour, 


confined him in a remote part of his large 


manſion ſour years, having made a vow he 


ſhould never fec. the fun till the young 
woman was dead or married, or till he gave 
his honour to think of her no more; that 
N being in a deplorable ſtate of 
| health, 
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health, aheir father dead, and n 


invited to an uncle in Jamaica, he had 


contrived, at her requeſt, to ſcale the out- 


fide of the caftle, and delivered the young 


man from his confinement, who ſet out im- 
mediately with them. He married his ſiſter 


at the ſea- port from whence they failed, 


vowing never to return to his family till 
they received his beloved wife with him, 
and ſoon reached the place of their deſtina- 


tion, The happineſs of the new-married 


pair increaſing with their family, the huſ- 
band declared his intention of renouncing 


his country, and all of his blood who 
would not acknowledge his wife. A ſhort 
time after they arrived, the uncle died, 
leaving them joint heirs to his trade and 
fortune; they entered into partnerſhip, and 


lived in equal harmony and happineſs, till 


a fatal epidemic fever carried off both 
their wives, and all his. partner's children 


but one, the youngeſt, a female ; that a 
woman, who had nurſed his ſiſter, and who, 
having attendcd her abroad, had been: much 

Vor. III. M be- 
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beloved by: her, — of the fever 
which ſhe caught from her miſtreſs, but 
fell into a decline, which was pronounced 
to be incurable by any thing but her na: 
tive air; and on this, it being near the 
time proper to fend his little daughter, as 
is there cuſtomary, to England for educa- 
tion, and unwilling the poor invalid ſhould 
go by herſelf, he had taken that oppor- 
tunity to bring over his child: and as (if 
the old woman recovered) he would wiſh 
her to continue in England, merely that 
| the might be near her, to leave her com- 
fortably ſettled; for which purpoſe, as he 
meant to return by the firſt ſhip, and choſe 
to avoid any poſſible rencontre with his 
family, who he more than ever diſliked 
ſince the death of his wife, inſtead of taking 
-1t from their correſpondents here, he 
brought money with him for the purpoſe 
of ſinking it into an annuity for the life of 

the old ſervant; that they arrived ſafe in 
the Downs, when the woman, being ex- 
tremely ill, and deſirous of reaching Lon- 
2 1 85 ; don 


A N N A 243 
don for advice immediately, they had left 
the ſhip there in order to proceed to town, 


leaving the principal part of their baggage 


on board; ſince which he had never been 
able to trace, by any means whatever, what 


had become of either his brother-in-law, his 
niece, or the nurſe, the ſhip having re- 
turned without their things being ever 


landed, or the Captain s ſeeing or hearing 


any thing of them z that he continued to 
trade in their | Joint names till he had accu- 


mulated property beyond his expectation ; 
and his uneaſineſs increafing inſtead of 


decreaſing, he had brought his ſon over 


Himſelf fix years ago to finiſh his education, 
ſolely for the purpoſe of making inquiries 
after his loſt friend; that he continued in 
England twelve months, and art length re- 
turned, having vainly inquired not only 


ol his family, the old Lord being dead, 
but at every probable place, without being 


able to obtain the leaſt intelligence con- 


cerning him; that he had concluded they 


were murdered for the ſake of the money 
; M 2 his 
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his partner carried with him; and this 
ſhocking ſurmiſe was confirmed about four 
months ago, in a manner the moſt - * 
dential and extraordinary. 
A bricklayer, who had long worked on 
his eſtate, having emigrated to the Spa- 
niſh ſettlements with a mulatto "ſlave, 
his wife petitioned him for means to re- 
turn to her own country; that he had paid 
ker paſſage home, and gave the houſe he 
reſided in to an old ſervant: in clearing 
away the litters, four bags, marked by that 
very ſervant 100 Gs. which his brother 
had taken with him, were found and brought 
to him; that, ſhocked and ſurpriſed be- 
yond meaſure, he directly went after the 
man, but found the ſchooner he had ſailed 
in was loſt; that, not doubting his wife 
muſt be acquainted with the cataſtrophe, 
of which he had ſuch ſtrong apprehenſions, 
he then came to England in purſuit of her, 
whom he eaſily traced ; and on queſtioning 
her about the bags, ſhe readily acknow- 
ledged them; but faid her huſband had re- 
_ ceived 


A. N N A. | 245 


eeived the money from a clergyman, whom, 


after much dificulty, he likewiſe traced, 


though he had great reaſon to ſuppoſe it an 
evaſion, and had ſent a card to him to beg 


his attendance, and he was now preſent : 
he intreated they would pleaſe to examine 
the woman ſtrictly, that if the blood of the 
worthieſt of men, and his innocent child, 
had been ſpilt, vengeance might be taken. 
Such a ſtory, told with every appearance 
of truth and feeling, could not but have a 
partiſan in the heart of every auditor ; and 
the woman being put. to the ſame bar, 
where an hour before our heroine ſtood an 
Inſtance of perſecuted innocence, one of the 


gentlemen magiſtrates exhorted her to be 


careful not to vary from the truth in her ex- 
amination, as circumſtances of a heinous na- 
ture, which had already come out, would 
be aggravated and confirmed by her preva- 
rications. She was then ſhewn the bags, 
and repeated her ſtory, adding, the perſon's 
name from whom her huſband received 

"i 4: -- them, 
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them, was TO" he Was on this deft red 
0 walk forward. FLAX. 

From the inſtant the avaricious wretch 
Jaw the bags, and heard what was going 
forward, he gave himſelf up for loſt ; but 
when he found the man who had received 
them of him was dead, and only the hearſay 
evidence of his wife, he wiſely concluded, 
his No was as good as her Yes; he therefore 
poſitively denied the whole matter: the 
woman perſiſted in her ſtory ; he in denying 
it :—when another, to- him unwelcome 
ſtranger, made her way through the crowd: 
this was Mrs, Clark, who arrived at het 
houſe about two hours after Anna was 
carried away, as we have related: from 
thence, hearing from the neighbourhood 
what had happened, ſhe flew to the office; 
and, puſhing through the mob, weeping and 
lamenting, | the firſt perſon who ſtruck her 
eyes was Dalton, and ſhe concluded he Was 
there on behalf of Anna. 

„ 'Oh! thank God,“ ſaid ſne, you are 
ec here — Where! is the dear child? It will kill 
cc her 


0 


„ her—She was all but dead when I left 
cc her Nothing elſe ſhould have brought 


& me home ſo ſoon. 


« Nhe, anſwered "FERN not a nale 
confounded at the appearance of the only 
witneſs that could have been brought 
in the world to. confront him; do you 
4 rave?“ 

« Rave!“ ſaid ſhe, © you are enough ta 
© make one rave; why is not Miſs Manſet 
«© here? | 

Bently, who now aindeefition: her to. be 
th friend of his charge, beckoned her to 
him, and the examination went on.,—The 
woman begged, before her commitment. 
was ſigned, to be once more heard. 

She then aſked the Doctor, if, ſeventeen 
years ago, he had not laid out ſome money 
on a chapel in Stepney Fields? 
That he did, poor man,” ſaid Mrs. 
Clark; © every body knows. that, and 
« how that villain, White, ran away with 
«it: Tam ſure I pitied him. from my 
« heart.“ 
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A general confofion now for a moment 
enſoed—the merchant and juſtices were una- 
nimous in calling on Mrs. Clark for far- 
_ ther information; but no farther could ſhe 
give : yet it was circumſtantial evidence ; 
and Dalton was told he muſt be included 
in che commitment. | 

Overpowered by guilt and 8 the 
narrow ſtuled being ſtood for ſome mo- 
ments in ſuſpenſe, when his cunning, which 
generally was his very good friend, taught 
him a new leſſon. He requeſted the court 
might be cleared, and then, humbly prof- 
trating himſelf at the feet of the merchant, 
he confeſſed the whole matter as we have 
before related it; alleged that, neither the 
child nor money being claim ed, he was 
tempted: to make uſe of the one, and keep 
the other; and having been ſo unfartunate 
as to be cheated by the rogue, White, he 
had never acknowledged having had money 
it was not in his power to repay. _ 

BgBut where is my child —where is ſhe— - 
ce © does ſhe exiſt Let us go to her, ſaid 


che 
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the merchant, now more confounded than 
before. 

Dalton was beginning an excuſe, when 
Bently ſtepping forward, and addreſſing 
himſelf to the ſtranger, ſaid, he would 
ſave Dalton the trouble of farther relation, 
by informing him, that ſhe had for good 
cauſes left his houſe; and after defrauding 
her of fourteen hundred pounds, he had 
ſtopped her clothes, on the demand of one 
hundred and fifty pounds more for a few 
years board, which ſum had been actually 
received from a young libertine ” whom 
ſhe was faid to be kept. 

« Oh! my poor girl,” cried the mer- 
chant, ſhedding tears—*< but ſhe will ſee 
ec her error—ſhe will be one of the firſt 
« fortunes in the kingdom—he may marry 
* Hers: 7 2 
: oy 0, that cannot be, fad Mr, 
Bently. 

„Why will you wy fo, Sir? re- 
turned he. 
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For a verre pod reaſon—he is married 
N _ | | | 

<< Wretch!” anſwered - FOG merchant, 
turning to woot, + „ hat halt bei to 
Ahne rt 1 

9 Ol, nothing to ſpeak. of ” termed 
ö Bently; e for the truth is, ſhe never was 
kept by any libertine whatever that 
c was indeed nothing to Dalton, he fingered 
ce the money. But come, Sir, if I reſtore 
you your niece, will you engage never 
« to rob me of my child ?” So ſayin g, 
he retired to the room where Anna was, 
followed by the two gentlemen, father and 
ſon, and Mrs. Clark, who, immediately 
embracing her, lamented being out of 
the way when ſuch | an indignity had been 


offered her. 


But more intereſting 1 now engaged 
the attention of our heroine. The mer- 
chant burſt into tears the inſtant he ſaw 
her—it was his very ſiſter there needed 
no witneſs but her countenance—he ſhould 


have known her from thouſands, — 
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The young man, throwing himſelf at her 
fect in a. tranſport, exclaimed, „it was 
c then more than mere paſſion, it was the 
cc. bleſſed emanation of blood, that ſo irre- 
< ſiſtibly drew every faculty of my ſoul to 
& my lovely couſin—This, Sir, is the ami- 
& able creature I. repreſented to you as my 
« firſt and. only love My charming cou- 
© ſin, will you not ſpeak to your neareſt 

« relation, your Mordant *” N 155 

Surpriſe at thoſe ſalutations was tem- 
pered with a pleaſing expectation of their 
meaning: Anna's heart throbbed with joy 
at the idea of finding at laſt ſomebody who 
would own ner. To hear herſelf addreſſed 
as dear couſin, and as dearer niece, by two 
ſuch reſpectable characters; to be careſſed 
as the likeneſs of an amiable mother; to 
feel herſelf intitled to ties hitherto un- 
known to her, but which her heart had 
often panted after; was ſuch an exceſs of 
pleaſure, that all the paſt misfortunes, even 
the loſs of Herbert, were forgotten, 
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ler uncle folded her to his boſom, 
while his ſon, loath for a moment to give 
up his claim of tenderneſs, bathed her 
hands with drops of congenial love and 
warm affection. Mrs. Clark was not forgot 
in the general joy; and Bently affected a 
diſcontent at being thus robbed of her 
whom he had adopted, under which were 
viſible benevolent beams of the moſt heart- 
felt ſatisfaction. 

Mr. Mordant propoſed to his niece to 
return to Mrs. Clark's till he could procure 
lodgings fit to receive her.— This was op- 
poſed by Bently, who ſaid Miſs Manſel 
vas engaged to meet ſome ladies at a friend's 
of his. Anna looked ſurpriſed ;—ſhe knew 
not yet even the means by which he had 
found her; and much lefs could ſhe gueſs 
at the company he talked of; but he was 
too poſitive to be ruled, and too happy to 
be reaſonable ; and therefore inſiſted on 
the whole group crowding into his coach. 
One event more, however, was to crown 
the morning s adventure: juſt as they were 


gaing 
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going out, young Edwin entered; he came 
in the utmoſt haſte to reheve Anna from 
the misfortune in which his ſervant's offi- 
cious zeal for his wiſhes had involved her 
Really ſhocked at the conſequence of an 
act he had applauded, and which, in hopes. 
to have his offers of ſervice accepted, had 
carried him to her lodgings, he ſet out with 
equal haſte to prevent her being inſulted 
with a charge of. fo ignominious a nature. 
As foon as Bently ſaw him, with a very 
farcaftical ſmile he congratulated him on 
chuſing to forfeit his recognizance, rather 
than appear at the horſe-whipping affair ; 
and begged to have the honour of repaying 
him the hundred and fifty pounds he had 
ſo generouſly advanced for Miſs Manſel's 
clothes to Dalton. 
« Why, ſurely,” ſaid the elder Mordant, 
Mr. Edwin cannot be the pres Who 
« did it?” 


c There he is, ſaid Bently; ec if his 

* infamous plans had ſucceeded, which, 

c thank God, they did not, he is too much 
| | | « of 
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of a Welſhman to deny a fact he would 


cut your throat for charging him with.“ 


c. Really, Sir, anſwered Edwin, with a. 
cornful frown,. © your Wer er Is unintel- 


te ligible to me. “9 * 
May be Ten 1. ſo,” Ward 
Bently; it is plain Engliſn though : but 


„ have no time to throw away. Come, 


* Madam,” taking Anna's hand from her 

uncle, © lead. the my + to e op car 

Fine * 7 : 
Edwin, all aftemiſited) (called on young 


W who, with a very ill grace, ſuf - 


fered the happy party to proceed without 


him, while he went into a tavern to re- 
count particulars, which in every part cut 


his auditor to the ſoul, and then followed 
his father, by the directions Bently gave 


him, to Mrs. Wellers' in Charter-houſe- 
ſquare. 
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An Old Man's Perſeverance. 

| Ir is now proper to inform the reader of 
the happy accident which brought about 
this event with reſpect to Bently. I have 
before ſaid, he made a ſtrict, and, the reader 
will conclude, a fruitleſs ſearch after Anna. 
He returned to the Abbey in the utmoſt 
dejection of ſpirit at his diſappointment, 
when Mrs. Wellers ſent for him to give 
him what farther particulars ſhe had heard 
of our heroine. What appeared to her an 
_ inexplicable myſtery, was immediately de- 
veloped by him, who knew well the founder 
of her diſgrace at Melmoth-Lodge, her 
accuſer at Lady Edwin's, and her perſe- 
cutor at Layton, was one and the ſame 
perſon. So rooted, indeed, were his con- 
tempt and hatred for that Nobleman, that 
no 


- 
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no crime appeared to him too black to be 
perpetrated by him; and Anna's refuſal to 
become his wife, while it added to her 
eredit in the opinion of Mrs. Wellers, en- 
deared her to his ſoul.—He heard, with 
indignation, the farther reports from the 
Daltons, of Edwin's paying their demand, 

and poſſeſſing himſelf of her clothes; — but 
rightly conchuding, though he had before 
watched that young man in all his ma- 
nceuvres, without ſucceſs, that Re muſt 
now have acquired ſome knowledge of 
her, he ſet off for London; and having 
again ſet his ſpy to work, learnt, (although, 

while Wilkinſon was in town, the maſter 
did not ſee her he was in ſearch of) that 
his favourite man took very frequent jour- 
nies into the city; confequently it one day 
entered his head to watch him; and having 
lodged him at Clark's, he went to the op- 
polite ſide, to a ſnuff ſhop, in order to find 
out what kind of people kept the houſe: 
the anſwer he received being only, that it 
was an old woman with her daughter, and 
4 that 
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char che man who had- juſt entered was 
ſweetheart to the latter, he was on t ; 
of going off, ſatisfied this was not the road 
to his wiſhed diſcovery ;—when, happening 
to look up, he ſaw Anna remove a blind 
from the window, which, as the day was 
ſhutting in, obſtrufted the light, and fit 
down at her frame to work He retreated 
back, almoſt ſtagnated Too inconſiſtent, 
now, even to him, were the reports to her 
difadvantage: indeed, if Edwin kept her, 
it was not probable his large fortune and 
fmall ſtock of prudence would have fixed 
on ſuch a ſituation for his miſtreſs;;—but, 
then, he was lately married, and ſecrecy on - 
that account might be neceſſary :—in a 

word, he had almoſt given her up, when 
the woman of the ſhop, addrefling her huf- 
band, remarked how induſtrious that poor 
ſiek young woman was. © She is now,” 
added ſhe, © poring between the lights, — 
* no wonder ſhe looks fo ill ;—poor thing, 
{© am {ure ſhe does not eat the bread of 
<« idleneſs.“ 


This 


4 N NN K. 


This caught his attention and ſceing - a: 
bill for a two pair of ſtairs front room to be 
lett to a ſingle man, he immediately took 

it, and mounting his new lodging, had then 

watched our heroine, till he was convinced 
her own labour ſupported. her, as he over- 
looked her whenever he pleaſed. 

Satisfied with his obſervations, and 
knowing ſhe was an orphan, himſelf being 
childleſs, and without a relation in the 
world, he immediately formed the reſolu- 

0 tion of adopting tier, and went to Layton. 
to communicate his. diſcoveries and inten- 
tions to Mrs. Wellers. | 
On the day after Mr. Bates dure his; 

maſter ſuch a: proof of his dexterity, it was 

agreed Mr. Bently ſhould-go to Anna in the 
morning; make known his ihtention, and 
bring her to. young Mr. Wellers', where- 

Mrs. Wellers was to meet them to dinner, 

and take our heroine home with her till 

Mr. Bently ſhould regulate his houſe (now 

a mere bachelor's) fit to receive a miſtreſs, 

and procure a companion for her of ſuck. 


r ePuta- 
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reputation as might prevent the buſy 
and cenſorious world ; rome RACES a 

ſcandal. 7”, | 

The mutual ledffire'4 the- meeting at 
Mr. Wellers gave our heroine, and a lady 
ſhe both loved and eſteemed; is not to be 
told. When the tranſactions of the morn- 
ing, and the happy concluſions with Mr. 
Mordant's ſtory, which Anna had not be- 
fore heard, were repeated, even Mr. Wel- 
lers, with all his apathy, was affected; 
Anna threw herſelf into her uncle's arms, 
in expreſſive, though ſpeechleſs acknow- 
ledgments, for his kind and unwearied 
ſolicitude to diſcover her, which had the 
greater merit, as he declared half his for- 
tune was, in juſtice, hers. It now came to 
Anna's turn to be the relator; every heart 
of the prefent auditors, Mr. Wellers“ only 
excepted, who, for the generality, had no 
heart at all, was actuated by the ſame 
ſpring, univerſal benevolence and kind- 
neſs to all their fellow creatures. When, 
therefore, the diſtreſs, illneſs; and ſufferings. | 


of 
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of this innocent. young, woman came to 
be exhibited by the voice of. truth,..cquld 
they be leſs than affected? No eye was dry, 
no heart but gave the tribute due to ſuch 
unmerited. ſorrow; nor was there any one 
but felt, with an excels. of pleaſure, the 
happy change in her affairs. Mrs: Wellers 
inſiſted, and. Mr. Mordant conſenteds Anna 
ſhould. go home with her till ſne could be 
ſcrcied.—Bently hallooed,. ſung, whiltled, 
any thing but water for twenty years, he had 
lately drank a pint bumper of claret. At 
parting, Mr. Mordant put into his niece's 
hand a. pocket- book, in which were two 
thouſand a in bank notes. Re- 
ec ward, my love, ſaid he, © your friends, 
« and humble yaur enemies, by ſhewing 
« them leſſons of true generoſity, All 
* narrow reſentments are now beneath you; 
<« you are yet ignorant of the rank you are 
entitled to mnie e and greatneſs. 
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cc of ſoul are the hereditary rights of 
*« your blood; and Providence has amply 
« ſupplied you with the means of being 
ce reſpectable as well as rich.” — With 
thoſe kind admonitions he left her, poſi- 
tively refuſing his conſent to his ſon's 

attending her to Layton, as he earneſtly 
requeſted, 


— 
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END OF THE THIRD VOLUME, 
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